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NO. Mnst states Testrict the votlng rlghts of Utlzens who have ;
b r.onwcted of flonies; Each of the fifty states has different .
S rlles abcut who tan vote. There is no federal law governing the

votmg rights af people who have been convicted of crimes.

in fact 4.65 million Americans are disenfranchised,
-gnd cannot vote. Depending on the state, people may be
barred from voting until they have finished their prison sen-
tence, probation, or parcle; paid fines; or completed a com-
plicated and often difficuft pardon or clemency process. Only
Maine and Vermont allow all imprisoned citizens to vote.

At Ieast twe!ve states: permanentn‘y drsenfranchfse
citizens. In thesé states sven people’ who have served their
prison terms, comp!eted probatlon and parote paid ‘any fines,
and been reincorporated Into the1r commumtles are barred
from voting, for life.

Restoration of voting rights is a well-kept secret. State
corrections authorities and elections offices rarely advise con-
victed citizens of their voting rights, and when they do, often
distribute unclear and inaccurate information. '

~

“[Restoring voting rights] would aid ex-convicts
in being reintegrated into society..” \

U.S. Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA}

Whjr should citizéns with felony convictions vote?

Denying the vate to 4.65 'p"!riﬁ.fan citizens undermines

American - démacracy. Ex-elon disenfranchisement s at
odds with two core American values: thie itizens 10

~ chose their government representatwes and the abmty of an
. mdtwdual to start S new fife.’;

No c:ther democmcy d:senfranchwes L77] many cmzens .'-
The United States s the on iy democracy in the wer!d that takes "

the vote away fromi cttlzens ‘who' have’ compfeted theur ser

tences: Many countries, aisu a!low prisaners: 1o vote; mciudmg__

Canada, Denrmark, Frante, israel Japan' I<enya Norway,'
South Afnca Sweden and Zlmbabwe SEREE

part of eﬁemve rehabmtat.'an" VDtmg rlghts re’s

_tions flyrinthe face of olr crlmlnaEJustice system s goal ofreha—: RS

b:htatlng thosp who are servmg thesr sentenc

-'j Dr;enfrancmsement perpetuates a'fs ]

ination. voting -

" rightsrestrictions upbn. criminai, tonviction were enacted i

" rany states to prevent Aftican Amer:cans from votmg ata tlme{
when ifteracy tests and poll taxes were' qual Mors than a cen-

tury later; dasenfranchlsemant Iaws cont fnus to. discriminate.

Naticnwide; over 13 percent of blad' adult males-dre demed'_ ;
the right to vote, and black men. make: up 16 percent of the " -
total dlsenfranchxsed population. These faws dlspropurtlonateiy N

affect Latinos as well: 16 percentofLatmo men will enter prison
in their hfetlme, compared to onEy 4 4 percent of white men.

N




- nghts Restoratmn § _
thesr sentences. Thi irty-one LLS. Senators A Look at the
“réeently voted for a measure introduced Numbers in 2000
" by Serators Harry Reld (D-NV) and
. Arlen Specter {R-PA) — both former dis-
trict attorneys — to grant veting rights in
federal elections to people upon comple-
tion of their sentences. Many mambers of
" Congress, including Representztive john
Conyers, jr. {D-MI), have also sponsored
voting rights legislation in recent years.

Dlsenf'ranchlsed
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Overwhelming public  support
Jor restoration of voting rights.
According to a July 2002 Harris
Interactive poll, 80% of Americans
believe that all pecple whe have com-
pleted their sentences should have the
right to vote. The same poll found that
aver 60% of Americans believe that giti-
zens on probation or parolﬂould have
the right to vote, NewspapeXs like The
New York Times and The Christian Science
Monitor have editorialized in support of
vating by ex-felons.

. Oregon ................ ,

. Perfisylvania ........... 3BB4T
Rhode {sfand . 19,483
South Carolina. .. 52,210
South Qakota.... Ll 2,727
Tennessee. . ... .. . 91,148 -
Teras. ...ooovu.s 525 967

Virginia. ... 310,661 -
Washington .........., 158,965 -

west Virginia....... S 8,875,
Wisconsin. . ... Vieaaein 54,025." O
Wyoming* . ;. . o TEESE LAY
TOTAL_'.-......'...'.-... 465353&

“'These statds have chan"cd thcn hws sin
. 2000, affecting the niumbcr ufpmph. wh :
are dlscﬁﬁnnchqscd L



wiion!

Know your state’s laws. Each state law s differant, Visit
the Demos website at http:/fwww.demos-usa.org/demos/
votingrights or call us for the latest informztion about the
ever-changing state laws.

Organize locally. Reach out to focal chapters of the
NAACE ACLU, ACORN and other voting rights, lew-income,
criminal justice reform and social justice corganizations.
Faith-based community leaders can be influential allies, The
National Council of Churches, the United Methodist Charch,
Wormen of Reform Judaism, and the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Richmond, VA, ameng 6ther5, have called an lawmakers
to restore voti'ng rights automatically, Transiticnal service
providers, iaw enforcement officiais, agencies that work with

prisoners, parole and correctional afficers’ unions, and others

working within the criminal justice and.community re-gntry

fi

. system ‘may" also “suppap

- their voting rights, -+ ...

advocates are aisp potenitial allies: many currént and former. - -

prisoners suffer from g variety of disabilities.

Lounch a campaign. vour qroup cam-iritat
of projects to increase voter participation and restore voting
rights to citizens with fe-lony convictions, Contact Dermas ar
other national organizaticns for information about successfu|
models for action. You can: 1} work with local civic leadars
to sponsor a community forum on this issue; 2) work with
your local state legislators 1o expand the vote to aj} citizens,
including those with criminal convictions; 3} make sure that.
your local voter reqistration-drives reach eligible, imprisoned
cltizens, including pretrial detainees; 4) make sureéb_ﬁf_yaur
state’s corrections department and elections~gency are pro-
viding accurate information to prisoners and ex-felons”abou

7 number”




