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The adutant General,

Dapartment of Porto Ricoy 3 : M¥ _ ' :

San JuansP.Rey _
by do g . _
s,ir:_* ! f'b

The stom is ap arently at an end. It ralmd all night. &
government property totally destroyed. The town is almost a total w g
nét a nhovse but what was coensiderably damaged or tetally destvoved. i
distress of the natives is simply a palling. We mugt have ald as spw 24,
as pessible;} I am issting my troop rations. Will sond wagons te Ponce ‘
a8 speedily as possible, probably not beforé tomerrow, Shataver I = |
~ In alding the dissrossed people I hope will meet with the approval ,
Department Cormander. The natives are without food, monsy or shelte: |

i

i v

' iﬁ@sract full v,

{signed) 1I'. W. Wheseler,
Gapntain 5th Cavry r
- Comdgp. Poat, i
|
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AAdJutant Generél,
Departmont of Porto Rico,

PP

Adjuntas P.,R. August 13, 1899

Sinegmy report to you on the 10th inst., I have peceived addi-
tional reports from Utuado and surrounding country; the loss of 1life has
been terrible and the destruction of property, great, both by wind and wae’
ter, All the rivers have omerflowed their banks to am extent heretofore
unknowvn; the town of Jayuya, 1500 inhabitanth-ﬂoamrof Utuado, was des-
troyed by the river; the loss of life in the town and neighberhood is
set down at from 250 to 500 persons ( latter doubtless exaggerated), the
entire town, excepting eleven houses, Was swept away.

In Utuado, the destruction of 1life in the town was about 15 but
the number lost in the surrounding country goes inte the hundreds; in .
onc house near the town, eleven persons killed; the iron bridge at en-
trance to town is swept away; the cemetery partly destroyed by water and
the jail blown down and prisoners liberated- I cannot communicate with
Utuade except by messenger afoot, The roads and trails are utterly
impassible for hoeses; I enclose report from the Sergeant commanding the
detachment in Utuado,

I think any assistance for pytuado will be better sent from
Arecibo, although T do not know the state of the road beyond Utuado,

T think by the 16th inst, the road from here to Ponce will be
open for pack mules; I have revised the opinion as to the repair of the
wagon road; T do not bbink the work of repair will be so great as 1 at
first anticipated, the greater part is good and repairs are needed only in
places, with necessary authority, I think I could put in passable order
in a few weeks,

In my last report T sug;ested sending part of the troop to
Ponce on account of scarcity of forage for the horses-I presume however
T can get on as well here as in Ponce, with some assistance from the
Q.M, Department in the way of aparejos etc we can manage to pack suffic-
ient rations and grain for men and horses: I think the troop is and will
be necessary here,

If the Department Commander will le! me go to work on the
wagon road, I would like to get at it as soon as possible,.

Very respectfully,
(sgd.) C.H,Watts
Capt. 5th Cav,
Commanding,
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AdJuntas PR, August 15, 1899,
Adjutam gonoray,

7)5”&1‘11!2(‘!1‘& of Porte Rico.

‘hjunrqf report te you on the 10th inst,, I huve mecelved addi-

tJQﬂml reports Lrom Utuade and swrrounding country; the loss of 1ife has
been terrible and the destruction of proper-ty, great, both by wind and wae

Lar, All uh@ vivers have omeriiowad thaolr banks to i sextent hargtofore
unkcnowi; the Som of Jayuya, 1%00 inhabitants, wash of Utuado, was degw
troyed by the river; the lecse of 1ife in tha town and nel; ghherhood is
8at down at Lrom -{5(‘ %o 50g I) BOIA ( Jatter doubtiess @“&{"‘f)b(;fnilﬁu‘, tho
entiyre towg, eXcepting eleven h )wse VES sWept away.

In Ytuado, the deauruouien of 1ife in the tovn was about 15 bud
tho pumber lost in Lhe surrounding couniry goss inte the hundrads; in
on: house nour tha tawn, aleven persons ki'lnd the iron hridge at en~

t]rv_ﬂ';. an f-;) L; ,1,.1\ ::"5 Q’U”“ avre \;; t}hv ok oy \r\’_s‘,‘»:{ y-'. \:ts e ((; "tr . 1‘;(! 1 . »1‘1\‘ ;\}"%
the Jell blown down and rrisoners Iibﬁrvbad“ : - oanno* oomm"nic,,n with
‘J? tl&"{‘ PRGOS \’ ')u D0R M’Z}’ anu ar' :;.fck)t .shu oL {' &g .L ! ui ..(.u are u % {,“ 4 7

iﬁnaﬂsinle an howvonssy I enclose reporty from tha Sarb.au, eo&mmndinb the
Getachment in Utwude,

I think :ny sasistancs for ptuade w11l be better sent Irom
Aragdbey although 1 do not know the state of ths road bavond Utuado,

‘ T think by the 16th inst, the moad from hero o Ponce will bve
epan for wuc? males; I have revised the opinlon as to the vepair of the
vugon roady t 4o not hdnk the work of repalr will ds 59 praat as 1 at
£1rst antdcipated; the graater part is good and repairs are nesded eniy in
placeay with nedofsary aunthority, ¥ think ¥ e¢r9ld put In pasasble order
in 4 fow weeks,

In sy last report T sap ﬂ‘**d a@ uuln& purt of the tro6p te
Pﬁﬂc* on agesund of seareliy af iora far th heﬂsauwT nrasimn however
v san not o on as well here as in Pwacc, with 3enu assistance from the
&3, Department in the way of aparejos etc ws gan manapge $0 pook suffio=
dont ratiens and grain for wmen and horsear I think the troop is and will
e nescessary hera,
' I7 the Derartment Commandar 411 1o’ we g to werk on the
wagen roady I ovould ldke to get at it as soon as poscible,
Very respsetivily,
{sgd,) 0,h.Watts

Gapt, 5th Dav

Al €LY
Prmm nﬂinb.

Ertin



Areg ib‘o'P e R »
‘ MAtgust 14,1889,
‘To Lhe pdjutant eneral, :
' gepartment 'orto Ricoy

Sa.n Tuan,? ooy

girg-

: have the hcnor to report a3 follows on the condition of the
districts of Arecibo, Hatille, Camuy, Quebradillas and Isabela, soid reo=
port being rade from a personal examination concludsd hy me vestearday.

General gonditions.

The recent war, followed by & change in govormuent and a redustion
in prices received abroad for 1sland produets, a loss of certaln markets
with no compensating gain, had naturally resulted in a lack of confidence
in the pursult of agricultural labors. The proprietors in the past vear
therefore planted much less than usual and sold less than usual. The con-
fidence of this class was also ilmpalred by the semi-political attask upon
the mpanish proprietors,in geptember and Qc¢tober laszt, when many houses
were burned and flelds robbed of their crops and cattle stolen,

Taxes, often from lack of means, have not heen regul arly paid, so
that at pregent the traasuries of the various distrieto are without any
means »

The peon class has roceived mich 1ess than its wsual amount of labor
and s Tor some time been living on short rationsy made up genarally of
the fruits that grown abundantly in the island, such as the mango the
cogoanut, the platano,; the aguacote. together with riee, eorn and heans.

The impoverished condition of the natives led to the employment by
the Inswlar Government of multitudeo on road work in the early part of
the vear. This measure afforded temporary relief and tided over the
time until the coming of the rains inaugurated agricultural work.

Bither from natural improvidence of the miserable wages paid in the
Island, inereased as such a condition is shiftlessness 1s by an eternally
mild climate, the laborer here nover has had any reserve cayjtal other
than his small stock of pgrowing food.

: The ra rgin of safety apainst starvation is therefore, a narrow one.
Any check in the work or food supply precipitates suffering and hunger.,
For gererations this people has been undarfed; and though a distinguished
- commisdon has reported in the past war, after a rapid % our through the
Island, that it was impossible to starve lre, the Tact rémains that the
anaomic condition of the bloody so apparent in the wan faces of the psons
is due to a lack of noeurishing food in the present and in the past. In
shprt, this people frequently suffer a slow starvation,
© 7™ The entire island has just received & severe check to all of itg in=
dustries, in the form of the pominican hurricane that passed over the
Island Trom east to west,on the Hth of Auguss,;l886,

The proprietors who wers struggling along until better prices might
be secured for thelr stores preoducts, lost through the inroads of water
and the falling of houses, not only a considerable portion of their goods



in store, but many valuable houses and the mashinery in them.

This is especially trueof the sugar planters who ocepuied the low
lands,subject to overf ow.

The coffes crop in berry was shaken down and losty the coffee irees
ware so much injured as to materially lessen the crop due in 1900.Pruit
trasa,gpon which the poor depanded Tor sustenances, havebeen bhroken and da-
stroyed. ;

Corn and heans; alse importany food components for the poors have
been destroved.

Batatas(sweet potatoes) have,when planted in low ground,subject %o
ever-Tlow, rotted in the sarthe.

The houses of the better classythough generdl ly withstanding the
storm jshave been shaken and injured.

A larpe percentegeof the huts of the poor have hesen levelsad to the
ground; and in the lew river bottoms have been swept away with all the
clothing, cooking utensils and bedding of the unfortunate vccupants.

Many cattleyhorses and plgs,with the smaller animals, have in the
low sountry been awept awav. _

Hany houges disa pearad,with thoir ccoupans, overwhelmed by the
rushlng waters,

- ) ;
é?gial Condition precibo District.

Great and unprecedented f100ﬂvfrom the Rlo grande, submerging
all the low lands south of town to tho mountains, some Tfive miles away,
and extending east to Barcelonetta, some thirteen miles, covering sane
66 square miles, ruining much of the growing cane and seriously injuring
many of the great haclendas, destroying and swesping awar small houses
and entire families,

The Alcalde reports that from one thousand to twelve hmdred Darsms
who ogecupled the low ground along and near the Rio Grande, ‘rom its mouth
‘up to and in the gerge, leading to Utuado, have disappearsd.

The rise in the river was most swﬁﬁn, surrounding houses in a momant
and cutting off all mwans of escapesexcapt by boats, of which onk¥ a
vary fow were available.

~ This was on the afterncon of August 8th; that evening and night a
torrent of rain fell, and on the morning of the 9Pth, many houses in the
bottom lands led disappsared.

Ths estimate of 100C persons missing I camot oredit.

The number of bhodies recovered and buried as the flood subsided is
to this moment forty-thres, but as the current was sweeping sea-wards very
styrong, it 1s apparent that. the mumbar of bodies recovered cannot an=
phocch the number of parsons drowned.

About two hundrad families,destitute of homes, clothing and Foed
are now in the town being cared for,

‘) The cane lands la the floaded districts have bes much injured by the
destruetion of the growing cane,and the deposit of inferior materizl on
the rich black loam,



B L

PiTty per cent.of the small houses,or huts, through the district are
bleown dewngyand in many ocases; tho clothing and other small belongings of
the ocewpart 8, blown away,

Prult trees; such as cocoanut, aguacarte,; mango, banana, pineapple,
are broken and destroyed, darmage BOY. '
g gg;n and beans where crop had not heen stored, totally destroyoed=-
loss 4

k&%y cattley horses and plgs drowndd and swept sea-wards.

In the ¢lty it¢self, many of the poorer houses ares dowvn anl unhabit=
able. One bridge across Rio santiago down, the other on road to station
much weakened and in need of repaire.

Large conme relal houses in lower part of town flooded, with much
loss of stores of cod-figh, salt, coffes, tobacco,6to.

The life saving station blown down and dastroyed,

Minor damages te custom house preperty, easily repalred.

Custom house hoat reported as lost;since recovored.

The loss of 1ife in the disiriot i1g bellisved teo be gonfined to ths
low ground, south o town.

It I8 possibly Tive hundred persons, though actually fortv-thrae
bedies have haen recovered.

- Estimated loss in gold:
HOUSESE and Qrop Bew=ermsmmmm e mm oo om oo« oo wm e $900, 600 .00
Jumboer of huts down in t oM esecseneaad
Humber of huts down in countryes =«=1200
Population of digtrigtewscenca 32000
Porsons to whom it is neocessary to
furnish rations dallgw=—wmwamcames 4000

Ration recommendsd )=
Bacalao--codflghemwaanmevwawewal ounces,
Arroim=anp] g@ermen e, o cnweneGel /2
chiQh&f‘aaﬁpgaauua-aﬁ—muumﬂ -m-u-u-4 n
To0lno==pork-—~rerenn cnanwe 2 *
As.ugapunsugﬁr B L L L } #?

o #

Sﬁl‘usa:l« t-nq-m-'---. -umnuumunwnl

=

The total aost of such a ration in Arecibe is & 1ittle less t'an ten
centaves, or six cents ameriecan

Owing to the diffieuity in’supplying food immediately, it was deemed
best to furnish 1500 partial rations Trom the military suppliesn, consiste
ing of nrd bready which was,through melgturs,rapidly becaming untit for
usey bacon, Tlour, beans and rice.

Tre statement of military affalrs here i3 as Tollowa:

¥en present for duty 85
Men in confinmment i e 4
C Han sick &
7 Horpaspresent 78
g Horses ahsent #
QsMe 4 line wagons p i
Teams Tor sane 11
Pack mules 7
Drivers il

Packers 2



Rations now on hand:

Garrisongexcept frosh vegelableg-~crvmenmnnwend 500
No hard hresdyhut 2000 rations of camned beef 2000
Prash vegetable swpply to ond of month,.

Damage to Milltary gtores,Buillding,eto.,

- Two cavalry stables,bbown down, wrecked,

One Q. M, Stable,partially blown down,

One cavalry horse drowned in flood.

one gavalry horse, badly injured,sincs disd,

One 0. M, horse hadly injured,since disd,

76 hal ters and halter straps lost by horses of Troop YAW,5th Cavalry

after destruction of stables.

Forage store house in lowsr part of town fleoded, resulting in less

Plawmm ,

50,000 lbs.Oats,
50, 00g = Hay .

Seven framed aospital tentsyused by Q. H, employss,blown down,torn,

rendered worthless.

Iwo hospital tonts, used by post hosplital bhlwon down, tornyworthlsss

On hand one month's forsge.

A consldsrable mnount of clathing,bslonzing to enlisted men, in

hands of washwomen,was lost by flooding of lower part of toen.

An order was issusd to the Quartermaster to at once progesd to ree
erect one O, M, stable and one cavalry stable, from the material on hand,
enploying natlve labor,and limiting the pxponsas of this work to E500400
thls measure was deemed astually necessary for the proper care and sale
guarding of ths government animals,

HATILLO.

fonerd conditlons due o storm similar to those in Arecibo,
emitting loss Trom flocd,
© Cattle and horse dead -~ - *ih he €200
Hany hoga.
Platano trees, brokenmrulned,nsw trees available in one vear.

Batata cropdamapg@emm = - o o e 5O
Tebaceco in stera?th@ugh wat) 107,

Cane[not much in distrist) 507
corn{about 50 in store caved) 507,
Besans, 507

. goffes crop lost for thia year and nuch injured,say 75? Tor 1800,
.- Sme man wounded,les hrcken by Talling tres.
"« Number of houses of poor destrayed : 450

Popul at don 12000

Fumber of people requirins food and some elothing 1000

e
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General conditien, excenting flood; similar to Arecibo and Fatillo.
amell parts;ineluding grain ecoffee and hata erops,;seriously in-
Many small housos in disirled downes e smecwcewecewi50
Aleeldia uwnroofed; not habitable
Peps Machado's hougs unroofed, not habitadble.
One man injursd, arm gut, flring tin,,
One man injured, struck by flying timber.

P(}pul&ﬁiﬁ’:"l" w am e cen e W R A e eeoses me o e e mﬁn*uuwnwunupua-aléagﬁ
Twnber of persons to vhom rations and saueclothing must issue 2500
QUREBRADILLAS .

This dlstriet, though not a large one, nor thickly nopulated,is
on highggenerally racky srownd, amd is a very poor population. The loss
to Tood crops is #spoecially falt ke re.

Humber of amall houges and huts AOWA = » = =~ =« « w = = « = =500
One man injured by falling tree

Poprlation- - G000,
Bumbor of psrsons in nead of ratl ons and pome clothing 2500
ISABRELA.

On high, roeky pground, poor population,

Houseas and huts of poor desiroved, say-wew - - H00

Popul ation~ : - - - - 24000
; ¢ in town 1200)

Mo crops; no work,

Rations neadad for- - - 5000

In a1l these districtg the Lreasuries are without money and the local
"authorities can afford hut Littls reliel .,

MBASURES TAKEN.

I have purchased in open market Mre food swpplies at low contraet
pricas;end lssued on the emergency rd ief ration, noted in this communie
cationysas follows: ' L

C RO HAtAL Lo s e i o oo v o 2O
'1‘{; gwl;yﬂ o e e A b i A i o o wnwml 000

A, To Quebradlll age—~wmescmwwuanBO00
% TO zsa_}‘)elﬂ“»» e Y 060(}0

ey To Areaiho 1500 partial U,5, rations
Tatal""“"iwgugﬁﬁ

? I have, s6 far as possible, seen personally to the iasue of these
supplies; and seen that each town has Tormed a coamittee of responsible
nd honorable persens, who will see thal rationg are properly ilsasied to



awsm'a

deserving individuals,

At the present writing there are on hand in this town for consumption
the followlng number of pounds of: ;

GodTd 8 hewwen==] 5000
?@a'smanumvpob*n 50
ﬁi (3 Qo o nvin o v v ~'5 3{}000

Pork 16000
Sugar 1000000
8alt 1000 .
Mour 10000
Baans 3200

These supplies are not suliiclsnt for any prolensed seize of Tamine
and pugt be re-infosed prouplly hy sea. fo mors rations of the goveorne
ment will bs issued. The necessity Tor more sallt is wapselally noted,
another artlcele of foodyehear,and degired mre, is codlish,’

\ COHMMUNICARIO0N .,

Roads, . :

The raileroad bridge at Mansti is reported as gone) a smalle r

bridgs, the western ene at river grande h ray is out, From this point

west to Camuy, the torminusy the trach is not seriously ‘amaged, though
one culvert is out some Pive miles west of here, in front of sr. Abrell's
house, : " '

The river preelbo aas well ¢s the Manati, euts all roads leading fo

the Capltal; thess rivers are otill swollen and difficult of passape. A

(fFlat bealt Tervry san b arranged hare 17 necessary, and I presune one at’

river ,anati, on main road arodsing, i

: The mgln road to Agudailla 1s quite unsven and soft fran sand,

Areeibo %o Hatlllo; bsyend thst podnt the road is good and practicable,

The bridpges acress Qamuy and Guajatasa rivers are in excellent condi~

tion.

‘K. One important culvart belng much daomaged at the (uebrada Guineo,some

three nlles waat of Camuy, I made a contract to have it put in excallant

eondition Tor sixty peﬁost%&ﬁgaa) -

X - The nmaln road Tram ere to Utuado is badly washed and at present ine
practlicabla Tor &ll purposes. It crosses the rivery which is 513111 high,
some sovan tiues in reaching vtuado,

‘ . the new road Arecibo to Utuado, which passes along the slops of wrocky
hills,on the west bank of the Rio Grands, thousch not practicable for
hweels;can be used by pack trains,but with difficultv.

- The road ‘rom Lares to Arscibo ig never practicable for wagons on
scoount of the deep vooky gorge of the Jamuy river an! recky ground from
there into Lares, some 12 miles, The Qammy river at this pgorge 1ls up
but can,i think,bs new safely forced. The inamplotad new roads can bo
ugsed #or pack animals;but i heavy in soms plocas 7wom ciay.

Telegraph Lines. «
The telegraph lime s evergwhoro,broken and down. I have parties



out and expact Hhe line Trom heore to Isabela will be in working conditien
by the evening of August 16the Upon the return of my partiss the wirs
will be repaired to BDarcelensta, I shall sxpect tho Gommarding 07flcer
of Hanati to put the ire in shape east of narcelonetay &and the aormand i
OfTicer of Iesabela to repair %he line Trom Xsabella to Agudaills .

: I request shat & number of insulators and & swupply of wire for
répairas be sent me here by b oat by the aarliest opportunityy connectlon
with Utuado being urgently meedeod.

- gome 300 yards sast of the Gusjataces River, which is about tve and
one half miles west of Quabradillas, the launch "WILLIR®, of ew York 1s
Wreokad. * :
ghe ls a ww strong boat but isvstove in® on port side forward,and
on port slds alt; the rocks have pierced her bow as ll and passed
through her botitom. The deck has separated from the timbers on the port
gide. The boat is Past upen the rocks. I consider Wr a total wrack and
believe 1f »o gired, she could net be floated. Ons anchor and chain I
shall endeavor to save and bringtito Arecibo.

The sanitary condition of Isabela, guebradillas, Camuy and patillo
is antirely satislactorys At Arecibo, {rom the smount of flooded dips
trict an ovil smell may he noted, when south of town; thizs comes From de=
caying vegetable watter. The prevalling breezo blows this had air awg
‘rom the town, and I apprehend no evil results, But,as & wise repeaution,
the Alocalde is Yo ving all thet part of town that was fleoded, oloaned put
and will then was it with his Tire-ongine. ,he onditlons here are good
and unless people are wisakened rom Tamine, 1 $88 no reason 40 looklor
unsual slckness,

Your order of August 11, 1889, placing in this Jurisdiction Bar-
coloneta and remowing it from Isabela is just received. The plain coun-
try lying betwesn the rivers Grarde and ¥anati is 8 great awamp,bounded.
on the @buth by the rellroad and on the north by & renge of low hills, sop
arsting 1t Trom the ses. In time of flood this section discharges its
wators Into the Aredibo rivery; near its mouth by the nalo Tiburones and
slmul arly into thes Manati river, by the sxtension of the sans watar-waT,

~ There is o Trings of housas along the comst hillssand alse along the
hilis just south of the railroad, The small town of par geleneta liss on
- & Little hisher ground, sast of the true swa,y, and on the west bank of
the Manetli river. The re are twe pood reads commeoting this stown with
the town of narceloneta, one lying along the coast and one Just sputh of
the railread. But it is not practlcable to use these roads for gupply of
that town, as the riewr Arccibe ls not passable for wagons at present.
withous definite knowlsdge, I should Imagine Manatl misht swolry parcolons
éta by wegons to the bank of the river Manati,verv near tns Lown. These
supniiss could be cragsed in hoats to that town,

L



A committes has just veachad me Irom tho town of Utuadd with &
most appalling story of dsath, hung-r and suffering. They state that some
15600 persons in the Jurisdéetion have parishsd and that today the Tood zum
suphly is gons and starvatian stares t'em in the facs, They state that
the road to Aﬂjnnta i im@aomibla and the road to this towns Aracibo,
only £it for packs is dw fledlt « § expect to send medecines and pro=
viglons to Utuado tomorrow morning on pack animalsa,

The population of shat districet bslnpg 40,000 the swplying the:
with rations from this point will draw heavily up@n tha food suppliss here

gounting upon Isavslgwhich has baoa auppliesd rom here thus fargand
Utuado, the population drawing foed from heare will bhe something over
125,000 porsona.
The daily Supplj 50 t is numher is qnmmthing less. than.

QF Ri SRE R o il e 46 e GO,QQ{) p()%?h(;

QF Pepgewwmewew 40,000

Gf Qodiighee=- uQ.QOQ

0f gugarseceas- 30,000

07 gal L“~~~"*“"“EJ?QQO

And though the relief rati@ns will not meet this Tigure, the supply
of Tood heore available will be rapidly reduced, I sugpest that a ship
Joad of suppliiesd be seni hore without deiay.

- The flrm of Rogas & Co.s the largest dealers hore ; have today ordar-
ed & owpply of salt Mran their sgents im gan Juans I thinkgalfter this,
godfiah is the articls most nesded, as tha supply of rioce is faiﬁly £O0H «

I roceived today an order to send Lieut,Valentine;Hth Cavry.and
certain enlisted men,to Ban Juan,to appear as witnessesg in a Court-iartial
HBa&

I have ventured to retain Lt.Valentine here & fow days, as . I cannct
properly leave this station to attedd Lo necossery husinesss in the ab~
Bece Oof my onliy Lieutsnant. It is very probable that I will procesd in
person te Utuado tomorrow,the 15th instant, rauur;dng Augus L luth, to
paraonally sxamine into ths truth of the alarming reports recelwd Irom
that point. Ir 7 find the sltuation ag reporisdy I shall enaeanor with
native labor to lmprove the road from here to ghundo, with a view to sup=
Plying that town froas Arseibos

In the meautime, over threc theusand rations will he sent therg to=
merrows with medicings and dressings for the 300 men veported as wounded
and in need of surglcal aid.

b Upon my return Irom Utuade I 8hall vislt and inspect Rarceloneta.
. The Tellowing plan has been adopted Tor rollel worics

Ayl oar camunications,

By~=~Bury bodiecs, animals,

i ,~==lagnug fondw-madicines.
e==Broect shelter.



%,

r - ——59 e

Alealdes to send out parties of pesons to open roads through distric s
80 as %o reach distant harries. Faployment to be given to men hot being
fed by charity--pay B0 centaves, Fuploymant to those being fed-«-25 gontae
V08, If they do not care to works remeve nans Trom. ration list. Mon in
charge of read %o recelive one pese dally. Sooeurs tecls From Quars orng ster
end “rom ghis? Quartermaster at gan Juan, '

i

Py
m*‘mw‘jmvn b

Bury lmmedlately whenm found all bodies of animals and other bad
smelling natter. ‘

- Bury all corpses when aed whre directed by rovent rules, adopted b
Gity council end Boardof Public Heslth,.

o

v

ﬁﬁ‘*elﬁﬁ e

Bstablish maln ration depot in town, Wwith branch depots in oute
1ying districhas
At main depot,list all swpplles received; determine amount of supe-
plies Tor one ration. Kegp Mull aceount &F @il supplies to branch de=
pota. : '
At these soaller depots keep Mll list of all persons supplied,bow
gether with amounts of ratione issved themy

anmnanﬁu

Pind out from carpeuters the cost of repairing houses and cost
of putting up smell cheap shelters apgsainst bad weaihor,
A8 soon &8 roads arve passable and some shslter is available,pursuade
all persons to raturn o their proper hames end plant such food plents as
mey qulekly produce-=norn, Batatas and Pesns.

Raport to health officor all cases of sickness,s0 they may be
properly attended o,
. : REFEDRBHE

& Lisutensnt of Inoular Police came ints town last night Trom

- Ubundo and rep orts that the only road I san take pack animals into Utuade

by,is to leave Arecibo by Lmires road, follow sthis until near Pajoril,
thence south-west o barric Aibonito, barrio Angeles, and sastorly 6 Us
tuado., He veporits that &l roeds down Rlo grandis valley are absolulely de=
8ﬁ§oyad.

"« & the Utuado,Ponoe road be no ¢ repairahle and 1t becomss necsssary
t0 swply ytuado Trom Arescibe, & «fifty mile pack traln here will he much
necsded. _

I anclose a few photographs of the flood at Arecibo and shall

N



shall endeavor to take some views on my trip to Utuado.

The hurricsna has besn a most disastorous affalr for the Island
and 1ts evil effects will bs felt for years. At present the crving need
is food, sheltsr, clething.

The Tirst ?\“#C{H.L&iiae s b%“in'f attendad to; rogarding the secind, Llume
neryoonsisting of boards, smell ascantling and nails and singles are ne=
cessary, Any quantity oi this wmaterlal could be used to advantapgo thyougs
gut the Island. '

i7 there 18 any duty on $his nmaterisl at mrassnﬁ I ¢rust it may be
ramovod .

As raJam 8 clothing, caliao for thr women and some sort of drill for
the men i3 all th at is us&m:@ihl.

g.

Vary respectiuliyy
(8igned) A €. Hacoumb,

Gaptain Sth Cavairy,
Commanding Posts

£t



Coyey, P.1.,
ﬁﬁ‘.feg., 20,1899.,

The Adjutont General,
‘) Dapt. of Porte Ricos
Slrs- ’
‘ The more Ffull the reports of the hurricane hecome the more ser -
fonsg the situction aprears. Ti»ere are reported dead in the tounm and ‘
nzpzmm from 258 to 504 The f'zrﬂ" getimate iz alnost gertainly foo
low and even tha sacond mey be exvesded. FEoerything has bean destroyed
aven the bonneas. on mhiwh heme paopla rely as o last m They are |
710 mrmg the greaen cmm brokaern off by the swm but they will only
last a few days and then the paople will cctually storve if smef:hzng is
net done 150 help them. The toun is now full of homelaess paeoplz begging
JFoed, The Azmldal;is doing 'aI.I he cons he distribuied a quoantity of j’ﬁoc,’
today and will centinua te do what e can to vomiiwem olleviate the horros
of the fomine which will sm*azaizr ensue here 1f help dees not aame from
abrood and quicklys.  From oll répori;s that I con gather it would seem £
tka‘t thrée months 1is as%om%@ ‘naw supply of foed con possibly be
. growm here.  If work could be previded of course it would be
patter, but where work is £o eome Srom with all the eoffee plontations
aaﬁ;myed' I eannot see. I have employed all the men that could bossibly we—
w;r tn closming away the debris of the barracks and hospital but in
addition haove besm everrum with appliections for werk and aid. Iﬁdivtduad{
- #fort son do but l4ttle . If the intention ia te rebuild hsre it




‘should be st:wm at onge by gilving employment to a hundred or two of
laborers here ten times that meny could be s@pperted ang charity would
only be required for the women, ohildren and alci. ¥ havpe the stable
roofed ogoln and my men qimrf:am in 1t as well as purt of the horses.
f‘amorrow we will mn';(_ up the tants and srrange the men more gomfortablit.
Thanks to the work we i€ in groveling orownd barracks we have o model
si{'a Jor a eomp and I hove matertal enkough sent here for the eonagtruetion
of @ new gtabla to frome and floor the tents and hppe in o few doys to
pava my man eomforiably in eomp. Mhan they ore safely fixed wp I re-
quest thot I be given authority to visit San Ju an t0 moke a personcl] rae
pore and eenyor with the Chlef CQuartoermaster os Lo whatfs to be done ab :
this posts
i Mm my detaeltment in Gu&ycmm I hegor that the town i1s poartoilily de=-
stroyed on wall as tha zea port of Arroye e fow miles didgtant. \,

| fgf;a_:'llccade ts o izery aet lve, energetie mon and 25“ untiring in
his efforts to relicve the distress and I balicve ho con ba counted on
to Jelthfully assist. i any effort at relilef. [The Priest refused to
wdtmaiwke cllow the poor people to be sheltared in the ehureh cid it
took considerablg dinlenocy to makae hlm change his nindd He fin-
ally did so however wkhen I agroed to @llow « sontinel (o be placed m:: the
onurol: tb see that no pirofanation took pleves Ineidentally I took
- great pleasure in telling him I would report just how he was comduct ing
hme.!;f ates At last he was persuwaded(?) te eomsent but hus done nothing &
o238 ukatousr to Nelp ths paople atther by sympathy or material aids

It hos been a fine day end a number of reofs have bsen replapad
and tha greater part of the tow n people will prebably by o Iittle erowity
‘ng sleep under some s0rG of a roof.



I hove but three Borsea se badly injured that they hod to bo shot
and 3 others ere still uneecounted for. The rast heve been gathered in
bt in vary bad shope, many of them being cut ond bruided 50 as to be
for the present nnserviceabls.
' very rospectfulliy
Sfmad} F.W. Postar,

Ooptatn 5th Cov,Coni’g.

o N T e ke mb e Rw

Coyey, Forto Rico, Auge 10,18004

The .«iu:j z&z?fi}z'f; Cene rol ,.
. dDepartmant of Powie Rico.
Siry- |
'v Reports up to this ;‘;Zn:’z@ gtve the totol deaths as 34 pesterday ond
todayd I hope that is alli
' Veryrospeotfully,
,F;'ig".‘zed) Pelt Foster,

capts Sth Qov, Commernd ings
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Post of Humneao, P.ll.,

Arge 10,1{?990

Po the Adjutont General, Deportment of Porto Rieo,
Sirge ‘ ‘

.I have the honor e ropert as follows on conditions in this
disiricts The wvorst reports are from Yabuoewo. Minety one dead and
purdod thils morning. A large number are missing ond o grect number arg
wotnded, There s a great searcity of food and medieal suppl i@&"o‘ e have
seni a doetor und some medieines but ne food. Yobreea econtalns chout
2500 inhwobitonts. and La neorly destroyeds The wlls o the ehureh
only are stonding. Tron Viegues no very serles reports arg receilved.
Las Pledros no loss of life but villiage is destroyed exvept one

house. The post of Humaeao is destrofed ard about 3P droumed and

ktlled,  Post of Napuobo destroyed and no deaths . Naguaba loss not
graat. Humoeao 30 odd deaths and ofher conditfons fhe some. In northe

worn port of district loss seems to be less than here. I have ne re-
ﬁmits Jrom portions south of Yebucoa. Normern, N.North, o toomster in

the Gm:fﬁemstérﬁeym*fmem, Joermerly of Troop €, 5th ‘C'('év(‘;li'j, uxis drowng
His home is at Snow Hill, M. I will hove one lfght/;r ready to reeeive
“Sfretght from a steayéer tomorrow but not more thon two WLOONES « Fonsldera>
ble ‘wrk has been done o»n the read to Playe and if we had wogons we

gpuld probably houl frelght after tomorrow. The disaster to the fruit ed
and erops seems to be pery grect. No#mthstqm ing the desperate congitm
iéﬂa of the people it is hard to get work dones I had teo foree men teo '
werk on the road todey wnder guard but with a promise of food and pay.



A guard hoi to be sent with men werking on the telegraph line clsed The Ok
Ohief of Police gathered up laborars to woerk on iLhs bakeries which ore
'abmju{:el z;( necassary ot this time. I see nothing of the Insular
Poliee. If they were undar my orders I eould use them und save my oum
g congidarable work which may not De RECESSGIY. b4 hove hed re-
guasts to send troops tp pilaces where I Zm@w thera ought fto Dhe sz&fteiant
Tnsuior Police.

é?esz;yem}u‘uz 1y Yowr Obecienl Servant,

Iben Swift, Capts 5th 0av.,

Qomnond ings

g
A
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POST OF LARNS, PORTO RTCO,
Augugt 9, 1899,

Adjutant ceneral, = .

Nepartment of Porto Rigo,

Ban Juan, P, R,

Biry- ?
I have the honor to report that a severe hurricane visitad
this section on the B8th instant: no injury to any of the t-oops and but
Tew dnjuries among the civilians of the town,  Much material damage
however was done to 'wildings and crops,

Of the buildings used by troops, the hospital was neariv all
unrooi'ed: the telegraph offtse and Post O0ffice adjacent, completely so,
Commissary and Quartermoeter storshouse and barracks were partly unrocf
8d; headquarters office and officers nuarters ware damaged as to front
porch and roof by debris hurled against it from the houss opposite
which was completely unroofed,. Stable shed at corral was alasoc vynroofed.

With good weather this damage 1o building & can all be reps#ireod
in a few davs~ vork now in pxmesns Progress, Comml ssary and 6ther zim
stores vhere somewhat demaged by water~ extent net vet knowm,

Bvery bullding in town was damepged more or less. The coffas
crop appears Lo be nearly ruined, being beaten down to the ground and
the berries thrashed off, The country is strown with bYoken troes, aml
mich fruit and vegetables have been detroysd, :

The native hnts ware 1aid flat or made mntenable, and the ocoue-
pants sought shelter in stores and warehousss. ‘

The storm X¥mmk lasted from mid-night of the 7th until sunrise
of the 9th instant. The reinfall was tremendous even for this cowntry,
being continuous and heavy durdns the holoe storm,

the telegraph line went down during the night of the 7th-8th,

Eevalr parties will start towards both Utuado and Agnadilla tow

——

morre, S
Mo mall was recaived or sent yesterday,

Vary respsctifully,
(adgnod) Harry R, Tea,

Qaptain llth_!nfdﬁtry?
. Commanding,
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MAWATI, PORTO RTCO,
Anﬁust 11g 1899,

Adjntant General,
Napartment of Porto Riso,
San Juany P, R,
Siry~

T have the honor to report that on the 8th instant, at eight
otclock AM,, there was & gevere storm, in the nature of a tornado,
atvuck this post and the entire digtrict., AL the commencement of the
gtormy the wind was from the neorth, slovly vering to the South-east aboul
11 otclock A.M, when the wind zbated, Heavy rainfall from the commence-
ment of the storm umtil about e¢ight ofalock P,M,,; when until about
sleven o'clock P,M,, rained in torrents. A gredt deal of damages Was
done in the town of Manatl, prineipally wnroofing bulldings, and destroy
ing the poorer auality of houses, Mo lives were lost, and only one
Injury reported, The roof of the Tuartcrmasters store-room wag blown
off, also roof of atables partially detroyed; no other damage o
Government property; excapt by weter,

At liorovis, the town was almost tot%%%gwdést?nynd by wind.
Church wasg blovn down and neariy e sry ‘housey.own oy uarcofed, OQuarters
occundied by detuchnent wnreofed anu stables- destroyed, o deaths - 5o
far raported from that district, but o numbasr of persons reporied more
or less Injured: ene horss, Troop XK 65th Cavalryy g0 badly injnred as to
nesesgitate 1% being shot, Pations and forege totally destroved, ;

AL Qdales, considerable damage done hy wind, principally to
poorer quality of houses, Ouartsrs ogeupied by detachment had roof
blown off; stables; totally destroyed, also forage and rations,
Twenty=-one 21 deaths reported, but only three authenticatad aso Tar,

At Barcelonsta, Poorer gnality of houses desatroyed, greatest
damapes being dofio by overflow of river, which was gbont thrse faest dsad,
leaving the (town now floodsd with drift, Rallrond depot totally dExkx

- destroved, Bisht deaths a0 for radorted, seven of which have been
‘anthentlcated; two In the vicinity of Barcelonetaz, and Tive, all bslong-
ing in one family, fsar Tlorida. '

‘ The coffee orop In all the districts 16 almost totally destroyel
not only the crop Tor this year, but the treos zre toran up by the wind,

The sugar cane has besn Tloodsd, and is now coveraed with rmd

and arift, ranges, bananas, Plantidng and nearly every kind of veget-
able are almost all totallyr destroyed by water, vir, Carlaf, ths

sugar planter, olalms to have lost £150,000,00 by the storm, ofthers from
$20,000,00 %o %50,000.005£Q?w;aaa;4u0Aauyx»uaﬁwam»muu4gA@fai on Kaud dodtigyd by uoln,
i The hole district is in a ntate of abaolute des;iﬁn%fcn,' i
“¢he planters have no orop in proaspect, nor have thdy any ready means,
80 can not glve any support %o the poer, or labor ing class,

.1 reccommend, if pessibls, thet werk be siven to this olass oh the roads
. which are slmost impassable, ag the only nmeans of preventing great
suffering. ‘.




(2)

<The telsgraph line between this post and Clales is complately recked.
The rallroad line hadly damaged from Darcelonsta to Vega Bajla; abont one
half the poles vill have to be re«gset, and wire furulshed before line
gan be repalred, The railroad depot and warehouse hare un-roofed,
and hoth here and at Barceloneta abandoned by the rall-road Company.
Between here and Vega Baja track in fair condition, only ballasting
required in a fev places. Betweaen here -nd Barcelonsta,; rail-road
bridge and thres oulvert bridges vwashed off foundations; trdck £or.ab
about half & mile washed away, remainder of track, baklasting washed out
in a great many places, 2

Consolidated report of the damage done by the storm in the difs
ferent Minicipalities will be Torwarded asisoon as receiver’,

There is now twenbly days forage of grain and hay at this post
and thirty davs rations,

Very raspactifully,
(signed) 4, S, Bishop,

Gartain, 5%h Ccavalry,
Commanding,

€



POST OF PONCEH, PORTO RIQO, AUGUST 12th.; 16899,

Adjutant CGeneral,
Department of Porto lico,
Ban Juany, P.R,
Sir,-~

I have the honor to submit the following report of damages and
sonsequences ¢of the recent ztorm here in addition to report submitted
on 2th instant,

In the Pest as mugh work as possible has boen done, Temporary
roofs havoe been constructed over most of the Tive sets of officer's
gquarters to the north of Cuartel to protect the wallas and fford shelter
for 0fficers goods and o0fficers families 1iving in those which are still
habitable. The threo sets of guarters to the south of Cuartel remain
practically as left by the Llood, Aa previously reported these are
univhabita mla and thelr abandomsenl and removal as soon as practigable
7411 probably ho advisadle.

The repuir of the cavalry stables has been commenced and $s8 pro~
geeding an rapldly as possible, VUnder the dirs.4lon of the Quarters
master,; the road te La Playa has been clnarad sufficlently for passagse
of wagons, Soms of the iron from the roof of the wrooked cubsishence
‘Btorehouse has been haulsd to the Post and used in temporary roofs over
Officers gquarters,; stc.

Commundcatlon with La Playa has been had since the 10th Inst,,
Tirst by reans of cable afid boats, and latery when viver had fallen
surfiﬂiantly, by ford across river. The damage to the Depot Commigs=
ary Hiserehouse at TLa Playa 1s more than stated in first report, The
building is wrocked beyond repair, The roof fallen and mostly gone,
The storss there are Gameged and lost (o a great extent,; hoth by froesh
and salt watery and while avery effort is now being made to save tho0se
loft,y Turther detordation and loss will of course follow to nearly all
th .t oare not issued and used lmmediately. . A considerable amount of

tores will have 40 be destro;ed at onee to prevent danger of dlsease,

A conaidorable amount of wood, eoal and Torage at La Plava has
heen loat, but to what amount is still nnxnuvn.

. - The refrigerating plant of 5wift & Co., has bean repaired so.
that they are now rasady to store besfl & ain. Sufficlent water for the
use of the plant can be haulad dally in barrels.

Other damages at Ta Playa not rcporued before are the wrockinb
of two sheds of the Justons Department, the unsoofing of the third leavs
ing the Crame standing, and slight damages only 1o the other shed,

In and about the olty the loss of 1ife is far greater and the
damage fully as great as iadicated in former report, flp to lant
niﬁht one hundred and seventeen (117) bodies found in Ponce and the
neighboring country have been buried in City Cemetery here. A good
meny r*asing have not been found and are supposed to be buried under
piies & drift or carried to sea, The search 1s still »ning on,

The work on acqueduet has proceeded s0 that a listle water came
through the mains last night, Several weeks will probably be required



{(2)

for its completion,

About five hundred men are employed in cleaning up the streets
and good progress is being made., All servicable wagons of the Q.M.
Department that can be spared are heing used to assist in this work,

8light friction has arisen between the Alcalde and the Council
and a few of the indigent and poorer c¢lassss. The Alcalde and Council
are acoused of negligence in falling to warn people of the approaching
hurricane, and in care and protection of the sufferers during and after
the storm, On the «fternoon o the 9thy several hundred indigont nat
natives; probably incited by a few evil minded persons, vnknown, gathore
ol in fTront of the Municipal Building and demanded the abdicatdion of the
Alsaldey accompanied by a few threats against him, This crowd was
easily dispersed by the pregence of the Commanding Officer and a small
part of the troops here without the use of any further display of forge,

At & meeting of the CGity Council which followed the same ecvening
the Alealde and some of the Cowuncll attenpted to resign. The Commandin:
Officor took advantage of this occasgion to protest against the intiro=
duction of poloties in a question alroady serious enough, and sntirely
foreign to matiers political,; and also againet any ochange in the 03y
government or the resignation of any official at this time, The Alcalde
has however virtually turned the oity povernment ofer 46 the Sub~Alcalde
and 1t has been deemad nedessary for the Commanding oificer to assume a
general supervision only, over the matters connseted with the ¢ity.

And at present the removal of any official or any change in the city
government 1s not recommended wntil; at leasty the questlon of the al-
leviation of the suffering and the improvement of existing conditions hp
here is to some oxtent settled, It ig respectinlly reauested that thins
action and recommendation be approved and sustained.

Bvery effort is bolng made to preserve the best order throughonut
the c¢ity, as woll as to assist the hungry and homeless.

The ¢ity has been ¢overed with mounted patrols every night and
the City hall and jaill a8 wedl as Government property protectad at all
times by guards, Bo far thers has hadly been the silghtest evidence
of ddaorder other than described above, and there is no doubt but that
the feeling at present among the poor people is strongly in faver of the
Americans,

Reports have besn receivsd from detachment at Coamo, The roof
of building oceupled as hazracks 1s gone; Oons Q.M. mule Killed,
another serlously injured; and & part of rations damaged. Other
danages slight, but private property throughent town damaged to a
considerable sxtant, Twelve days rations have been sent them hy paske
traidn, A
Two thousand raticns have been sent Lo Commanding Gfficer at
Albonito in response to nis request, Mo further rations conld be
spared at that ftime until it ‘was discovered the extent of damapge here
and whether Curther supplies for this garrison could be obtained at
San Tuan, Pour thousand pounds of hard bread, somevhat damaged, was
also sent Tor issue to starving natives,

o Very respectiully,
(signed) Albert I, Myer,
Major 1lth Infantry,
Oommanding Post,
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Aguadilia, P. R., August 12, 1899,

The Adjutant General,
¢ - Department of Porte Rico, -
San Juang P. Re |
Sipi- ‘ ; : J
In reference t§ the uterm,whieh.ytasa& over this place on the ;
ath tnst., I have the hannr to submit the following peport:
The storm struck this oity between 10 and 11 AJM. aam&ng frem almost
due north and legting wntil sbout 9 P,M. Between 1 and 2 P.M., the wind
greatly ebated and this Jull lasted for more than an houw, ﬁhaﬁ the storm
v@@urnﬁ@é Trom the Southeast, and a8 I say, lssted until about 9 P,M., The
damage here was slight. Only a very few of the_poorgst hLouses were
blawn ﬁemplet@iy éawn; but ﬁhe roofs of nearly every house in the town
were more or le:s demaged, some being entively blown off. All of thess
raatk were'either of zine;’or ag in the poorér kauées. of "palm leaves"
and are essily repl&ée&. Yost of them Have h&»es&y ﬁ&ﬁn replagsed, aud in
a waeks time the effects of the #torm, as far as %ha houses are cercerned,
will hardly be natiaﬁd@_xh is impossible to say at prasent, what 18 the
ﬂﬁ%ﬁhi money value of the property destﬁoyed, but 1t is #o slight as to
be 1n¢onsi&eraté. The only cost for repairing the raotl will be for the
1abar for replacing the zinc as most of the zinc bl@wn aft was uninaureﬁ

Al roofs"
- and. ﬁiaked up, Aﬂ for . tk@ *ga&m.lear they qoat aothing ta put them up

4
in the :irst yla&e anﬁ*#;ll gost nething to rapla@o thmm. At praatnt ther ¢
1Q‘na-suffa"1ng here ab all = no mare than before the sterm - but 1% 18
reported to me that all the eafrae and’ sugsr ané ather ernpt hnve been

destroyed in the surrounding commtry, and if this proves truc, aa%uaz



want will eome later en. I have only heard from two of the meighboring
towns, Moca and Rineon, and the Alealdss claolm that et great dam-
age was done in both xﬁiwss, and that there is great suiffering auong the
people. I have nos visited these places az yety but an inelined to think
that these reporis are greatly exaggerated. The Alcaldes of the a%ﬁer
towns have been m&led wpon %o yeport, but have not yet rrem them, Unless
the dastruetion in the swrrowndiag country isyworsse thmAthis trswn, there
ﬂl&libe no negessity for, but 1ittle or smy ddsburgements, at the present
time: I think 4t will be necessary later on, when the food gets acarce,
xand‘tha "Qrézﬁa fail to materialize. There Weré ne lives 1oat or sezjieus
iwwm& that I have heard of. The zine roof on the bcwraa»_k‘s occupied
-, 9y the native detachment, when they were here, wes -p_a.r*tly blow . off, out
it wuga rp;ngeed by the :xmi themselves in a souple of days, and is now as
gmd or b&titer than belfore the storm. 1o govex‘mmt pri- oty was de-
stroyed branjured to &_ﬁmk_' of. Pusginess and everything else here are
going on amu' tﬁe ‘atm had never happéned. Tﬁ&, only drawback _i"s a
lack of commdt%m. There a:t?e no trains ruaning betwesn hers ang Hay»
aguez. I hwe‘ heerd that the Bridge at Anasco is down, and all the tele-
praph wires are dowm. he goon as the other towns in this District are
h&&t‘dstrw thedlr reports will be forwerded. Teke 4% ®all in allv, and
from what we can hear fyom other places, this 1nmzeéiate Distriet aja_am off
very light indeed.

Very W‘&peetmn‘y,

af Beaborn G. Chiles, |
. g ~ |

1st L. 11th Infantry, /

pumanding Post, ‘ J




