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‘(OOnfidentihl.)

Areoibo, P, R, June, 6th,,1899,
Sol. We P, Hal;,
Us So Arnay,
San Juan, P. Re
My Dear Colonel:—-—
As my telegram informed you, I returned yester-
day from my second investigation of the towns of Hatillo é@d
carmuy, I considered it wise to oxemine qQuebradillas as well,
The result of these investigations only confirms my opin-
ion and that of every disinterested berson, that the condition
of these districts is peaceful and satisfactory. The reports in
régard to the collecting of arms are especially false and mis-
chevious, In sépt, 1898 the Alecaldes after the Americans came
into these districts, collected from the Spanish proprietors( and
verhaps from others) a number of arms--all they could find. These
were put in charge of the U, S, Vblunteeré stationed at camuy,
In time a number of them were issued to the police of Quebredillas
cemuy and Hatillo and receipts taxen--I think it was ten guns to
each town, When the Volunteers left I took charge and as I could
not furnish ammunition for these Remingtons, I exchanged them by
proper suthority for sSpringfields. At present I think(without
referring to my pavers) that these Springfields are distributed
as follows:
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The Remingtons called in by me (some 36) are stored here
except those turned over on receipt, to the original owners or
to some poor frightened proprietor, who needed a gun and could
not buy one, In every case the recivient of a gun was verson-
ally xnown to me as a law abiding steady man, Many of the guns
~Remingtons- were carried to the Uniteq states as mementos by the
Volunteers.....Any one going inte any of these towns to-day will
se2 in plain sight in the jail or in the ecity halls, the few ri-
fles on hand for the use of the munieipal nolice,

The original disarming of the Spanish proprietors was a
mistake, but a natural one, I say a mistake and I mean this to
apoly to the Aperican authorities and not to the eivil officers,
The Americans of course believed in disarming those who might be
in sympathy withISPain--not at that time realizing the entirely
unaggressive and quiet timid nature of these Spanish proprietors.
They are hard working, generally ignorant, men who desire nothing
but peace and vrotection, But the ¢ivil authorities had their
own reasons for this Al saymament, They were of the liberal
party—--opposed to the svaniards--Jealous of their riches(?) smart-

ing under old slights and injustices snd seekiné an opportunity
to drive the Svaniards out of this island or at least get even for
0ld scores, After disarmeament their revenge began and some hun~
dreds of the Spanish haciendas were burned.

Gen, Brooke was appealed to for proteetion, but replied
that he could not allow troors to be used for the protection of
private progertya-tndt these men must learn to take care of them-
selves,

Such an answer would have served on out frontier where

everyman is independent-—a good shot-- and has arms; but among
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these poor sheep, self protection was impossible-their arms gen-
erally were gone- they could not purchase others- and even had
they possessed them, they eould not use them to advantage, Vhere
ranches were not burnt-—pBlack-mail was levied, In many cases
cattle and horses were stolen andg othors were ham-strung,

This whole savage movement was against the conservative
or Spanish party and particualrly against those who had been Vol-

unteers, You will be told to-day that this was not the case,
that it was merely an attack on property, by the thieves and bag
men and was directed impartially against all who had »roverty.
But I was here in this island through that period and have talked
with all inde of peovle and am confident my opinion is correct.
if any proof be needed just form a list of the ranches
burned and the political party of the owners. Naturally in
this time of license-—through private revenge— a few'liberal?
ranches were also destroyed.

Under the old regime the proprietors could only vossess
erms by the annual payment of an outrageous tax'~ and there being
no hunting in the iélandAthey did not become familiar with their
use, Thé safe guaiding of éountry proverty was turned over to
the Guerdia civile- a sort of authorized banditti that served the
good purpose of allowlng no oné but themgelves to steal,

When the country troops were withdrawn and the arms also
called in, the revenge'of the liberals began and nearly every
night in September last one could count from ten %o twenty or
more large fires,

I am speaking now of thewest end of the island. The
movement was well organized and I am quite sure the head of it

was in Mayaguesz,
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Eithor because it was found that the Americans would not
countenance this uniawful business, or because it dies a natural
death from lack of material—or that the revenge was complete—

I can not S8y~ pbut it ceased in October last. After that a few
scattering fires occured.

A% this time the Americ:onsprganized tne town governments
and practically without excevtion put in office locally vrominent
liberal lesders-men devoted to Munoz Rivera, Among those put

in office at this time were the present Alcaldes of,

Quebradillas,

Isabella,

Camuy,

Hatillo,

Arecibo.'(31nce changed for another Munoz Rivera.man, )
The old men at Isabella is a good old man--not particualrly bright-
but with no underhand mitives of any kind and not political; very
well suited to his quiet old village,

The A'loalde of ouebradillas is a man of 200d presence——
sufficient intelligence--with no enenies to my knowledge. Very
few complaints have ever came from his district, He is the leader
and head of the liberal partythere,

| The Alecalde of Camuy--Bstrella-—is a lean individual-—of
excitable temperament, has a mumber of bitter versonal enemies,
He suffered at the hands of the P aniards, two impris#bnments for
talking against the Spanish rule, His enemies mutter and hint
that he waé at the head of the incendiary and thieving element in
his distriet but produce no »roof whatever,

He is a bitter liberal--head of the Munoz party in his district-

frequently absent (say three days in each week) presumably confeggdng
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with other political chiefs-—he talks a good deal and is not as
careful in hig statements as he should be, Andg though there is
no vroof that he had any eoncern in the bumings in and near his
distriets,it is difficult to believe that he did not know what
was going on and who was doing it. If he would only learn wis-
dom and not talk so mueh, he would do where he is, Possibly
this last investigation will have taught him this much, He is
the natural leader of his distriect and can swing it as he wants,
I should dislike to see him relieved by reason of this lying re-
vort of Cantain Salgadoé'-that report is a political attaek

of which more hereafter.>

As statedq -Estrelle- is frequently absent from camuy—-—
Salgado ' says he'is gambling or seeing cock—fights: I can not
say wherg he goés or what he does, But I and perhaps you would
'cinch'f;;r a little quiet game, If he should ceasc to be Alcalde
I consider that his sueceessor should be a liberal--and recommend
Juan Ramon Rivera of Camuy district for the place. He is a man
of means and-intelligence and would I think prove gatisfactory to

all factions. The reason I recommend a liberal is, that above
ninety percent, of the voters belong to that party and it would he
American to take a man from the majority,

The Alcalde of Hatillo is a young man who talks some Eng-
lish acquired in the uUniteq States, He is hardly old enough and
lacks the disecretion for an Alcaldel It is vaguely charged
by his enemies that he was concerned in the burnings in his dis-
trict-but no proof is producod{

He is about to be married and will then leave for the
United states on an extended trip., His assistant is also young

and at a rough glance hardly the man for the plase, An older and



more settied man would be more satisfactory., He is of course a
liberal, |
The Alcalde 6f Arecibo is doing very well, we locked horns
when I first came and the air was cool for some time but all goes
emoéthly nows, I am of the opinion that he is an Alecalde for
all--which is the main veint! He is a man of sufficient in-
telligence and presence for the pesition, He is 1ntercs£ed in a
bubher shop which 1s carried on in the name of his bither,

. Now in conclusion of this subject these Alcaldes are  all
in favor of the xiasence and rule of the United States, They are
all-Excepting the Alealde of Isabella--warm adherents of Muinoz
Rivera,

And now one more subject and a serious one, You will

notige that all the feporte of trouble up this way have come through

| the Insular Police who have but recently eome into these dis-

tricts, These repbrts are that of Ceaptain salgadoé1 about Oamny{-
That from Hatillo,regarding the collecting of ams,-(it bheing

left to us to.guess that an'uprising is comtemplated by a peonle
who when ground.ddyn by Spain,’nevcr uprose) Qajhérs I have re-

ceived from the same source reporting verbally the collecting of

/ ayms at Quebradilias, and the wrongful distributing of relief ra-

£\

tions at inat point,

Without excevtion these rcports are false and I firmly
‘believe instigated by some person higher up the line,

What 1s desired to accomplish is the ramoval of the Munoz
Rivera meﬁ as Alcaldes-trusting to further steps I presumne to get
\in representatives of the new republican parti. o It may be that
;those false rpports are due to the youth and inexnerience of the

' detachment leaders~-but I do not credit it,
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Before the war the island had two parties, a liberal or
Munoz Rivera party and a Spanish or conservative party, Naturally
the war did away with the last party., This left only the liberal
rarty which through internal dissensions divided into a liberal
party for Muhoz Rivera and a liberal party against him,

But the latter party calls itself, the Republican rarty,
taking in the old radical party and many of the conservatives who
now that their own party is dead are joining anything in the way
of a party that is against the liberal contingent that worked
them so mueh harm,

Now I know it is a grave statement to mexe, but it scems
to me that this Insular Police force is being moulded into a po~
litical force—1t eeems to be becoming a tool of the Republican
varty. When one considers that the head of the Corps is a Ger—
man-Americen, and that the men were picked out on recommendstions
from responsibte meh this seems not possibvie, But Techter speasks
no Spanish and the second in command as well as the chief Secre-
tary are Republicans. It looks as though these officials or others
had weeded out those who came to them with liberal recommendations
leaving in only the candidstes of Republicen belief or those who
can be moulded to those principles.

I find that no recommendations for the foree coming from
the Alcaldes of this vieinity have been favorably considered.

They are liberals.

I Tind that these false reports arc against liberal Al-
caldes,

That the friends and intimates of Saelgado for instance

in-Areeibo, Camuy and Qumebradillas are Republicans,
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Upon questioning Salgado and others of the foree, they tell me
they belong to. no varty, but their actions do not affirm this
stetement, It would of course be a great injury to the corps
to give it a political spirit,.

This is a serlous matier and I can not say vositively that
I am right, but it looks suspiciously like it,.

In regard to the carrying of arms, the Alcaldes up the
road have orders from the Secretary of State dated May 23rd.,to
call in all pewmits and hereafter such will be issued by him of
two classes; one for $2,50 permitting arms in the house and another
$15.00 pejmiting a man to carry arms everywhere, 'These Alcalde
have acted on this order in some cases—one of them having already
called in twenty-two permita,.

As the fow arms these persons had were left in their poss—
ession and the new vermits have not been issued, thesc men are
left in the positidn of having arms without permitsg. No orders
on the eubjéct having been sent post Commanders, they continue to
lssue permits and the Alecaldes have orders to call them in. I
think it a mistaxe to put this power of issuﬂing permits in the
hands of anyome belong to a politieal »narty.

It seems to be safer to leave it in the hands of the Dis-

triet Commanders~ the payment of money for the vermit is a minor
econsideration and can be easily arréngedo

It would be well to arrange this matter soon- for it is
unpleagant for me to have my vermits taken away and probably
unpleasant for the takers when I require the permits to be returned.
, An old Spanierd neer Hatillo was disarmed recently for
firing at night, His house is in a lonely place and he fired in
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~ which the anonymous letter and the false report are freely used. )

/ When the custom house laws change and the Ameriecan Courts hold

( ing wind,

Yo

the air to warn away marauders,

The Eg;ioe Iiﬁnderstand, claimed he fired at them but 1t
is not so.

And now in éonclusion~ is there anything further I can

- say to coenvince you that this country is-with the excep-

tion of occasional acts of the law breakers.one finds everywhere——
absolutely quietf Such a thing as armed resistance against the
warmest friend the.nation ever had, is undresmed of and impossible.

i£ is a country given over to volitical squabbles--in (

\

/
\ N
sway——thc influx of Americans will give the islanders something j

/
elge to ocecupy their attention, 4

N\

When that time comes let us hove they will cease grind-
’ /

I am, very truly yours,

mw-

‘Capt, 5tn.,0av.,
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