Department of Fustice.

Porro Rico.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.
SAN JUAN, Ncvewmper 17thk, 190 O

Brigadier Geleral George W. Davis,
San Juan, P. Ra. o
Dsar General Davis: .
I thank you for yvour Tavor of Noverber 17th, Just
recelved, and I return, as tequested, the paper reperding abeas corpus
signed by Mr. Hernminio Diaz on April 15th, 1899, I have read the same

with great interest, and thank you Tor sending it to me.

w0

I also noteyour remark .that it is difficult to understand that the
signification which I indicated to you as to the words "correctional
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ipprisonment", can be properl

myself to say that thsse two English words, if they mean anything, cor=
tainly refer- to limited imprisonnent for petty misdemeanors; but the

1 : hont 2 ;
responding Spanish words, to wit:i= prision correccional, possess &

-

vlg is shown by the table which is

-
1

definite, exact, logal meaning. Tt
‘Tound at the end of the Penal Code. You will ohserve that these two
r inprisonment for some period less than six years.
The local courts, of course, have construed this law eccording
the Spanish copys If there was a nmistranslation, I do not know whether

o
i

1t arose from a nisunderstanding of the two Spanish words, or Trom a

misunderstanding of the two English words; but it is safe to presume that

tlie latter

is the case. The btwo Buglish words naviung wo flixed definite
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limitation of time, 1t was evidently thought that thelr trye gslgnifica
tio11 could be properly expressed by literal translation into Spandsh;

1ad a technical meaning, as
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above stated. ’
I will take pleasure in interviewing Mr. Rossy and Mr. Nieto as

soon as I have an opportunity, and will report to you whatever explana=
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tion i,:uay may rakes
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Very sincerely yours,

Qithar T Wlom
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