December 9, 1937,

Williem H. Hunt, Esq.
Gregory, Hunt & Melvin,
Balfaur Building,

Sen Frencisco, Cal,

My dear Judgei-

Your old stenographer Roberts gave me a treat yesterday when he
allowed me to reaed the letter which you wrote him lately, I had been
wondering where you had located yourself after retiring from the
bench, for I wovld have liked to ecorrespond with you longo ego,

I will always remember the last time we met, It wes in Washingtom,
I was crossing Cepitol Park when I notlced a gentleman passing by
who resembled you very much, and I hailed you "Hunt", you turned
arround, recognized me and we shook hands and sat down under a tree
and talked Puerto Riso for more than an hour, You had come to VWashe
ington to visit your daughter, After thet, although we exchanged
letters a couple of times, we both nogleo%ed our correspondence until
tOd.’o '

But I went you td@ know that I always heve cherished our old friend-
ship, end will never forget your many kindness you had for the Tirst
Interpreter of the Executive 0ffice, and, as such, of the Secrectary's
office, in 1900,

1 em taking adventage of my good memory end my assoclation with §
all the Covernors of Puerto Rico, since the first Military Gowernorg
John R, Brooke and including the present Governor Blanton Winship, §
to write up the most important features of their different adminis-
trations, with the intention of publishing these experiences in
book form, I believe that, se far, they have resulted very intereste
ing, at least so 1 have been told by many pedple who have read them
in "Puerto Rico Ilustrado’, and, eaning from one who writes first
hend, by personal knowledge acquired by contact, it might be used
as a text book for the schools, I em sending you under separate cover,
a duplicate of one of my writings about CGovernor "inthrop, as 1t
contains the piletures of meny friend of yours of the 0ld dayse all
dead now, with the exception of myself who rema ins behind bv the
designs of Almighty God for some reason,

' Meny changes have occured here since you were Gobernor, the most
importent of all the top-heavy from of Administration which we
ourselves have creasted, You would be astonished if you could read
the number of departments, buresus, commissions and offices created
gsince 1904, meny of then unnecessary, in my estimation, From an
annuel budget of three and a half million dollars, we have gone
wp to $12,812,186,9% end the tendency is %o go higher,
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It is six yeers now since I ceased to be the Mayar of san Juan,
fihe last time I was elected was in 1928, for a term of four years,
commencing in Jan, 1929,

The Legislature of 1931, in connivance with Gowernor Theodore
Roosevelt, pessed an act doing away with the Municipsl government
and instituting in its place a so-called Commission form of go¥erie
ment, Roosevelt, against the opinion of his Attorney General,
signed the measure and I wes ﬁ*c;o% out of office two years before
my time expired, The men who this tried to beat me in an elec-
tion end failed, It served me right; the fact is thet in spite of
giving the people 20 years of my life in the office as Aloalde, I
should have never accepted the position when you appointed me the
first time in 1903 tu succeed Mayor Egozcue,

But all this is ancient history now, In 1932 a bill was enacted
creating the local Bar Assoclation (Colegio de Abogados) as a
continuation of the ome we had in the Spanish days, The law makes
it compulsory for every lawyer to belong to the Coleglio and paylng
an annual fee, $6,00, and further more, it authorizes the printing
of a speciall ore dollsr stamp which every lawyer must put on the
first document pr-sented in any Court in any action, This stamp
is yealding over $12,000 a year and the proceeds are dedicated %o
pay a small insurance poliey on the life of every lawyer belong ng
to the association, The policy comenced with $500,00, then wes
raised to $750,00 and now toO ¥L.000 from Jenuary 1956. We have peid
over $18,000 and still have in bank, sbour $20,000, I am the Exe
ecutive Secretary of the Associatiom, and receives a docent salary
just enough to cover my neeessary expenses, Thenks to this job
I csn subsist, for I never was inelined to save any of the high
galaries that I enjoyed as Mayor end es Commissioner of Immigration,

I read in your letter that you are 80 years old, but that you
are still strong and healthy- ¢ good for you! As for myself, I was
75 on Ootober 13, 1937, slso strong and healthy, the only thing
bothers me is my eyesightecataracts,

My som, Robert H, Jr,, is mnd has been for the last 12 years
one of the two Distriet Judges of Ponce, end is slated for the first
vacancy in the Supreme Court, as he has been recommended by the
said Court on & provious occesion, There is a bill in Congress that
was pasced by the House, end is now for action in the Senate to
raise the membership of the Court to seven, and a Committee of three
cenators will visit us some time this month, to investigate the
necesity of such a measure, and report, If it is approved, my son
seems to have a good chence to be appointed to one of these new
members, :

White I am writing this letter, old friend José Mauleén (remcmber
how troublesome he wa: as one of the turbas? ceme %0 see me and
asked me %0 be remembered to you, The only other oldtimer of your
days, who is still living, is Juen Herdndez Lépez, of San Juen, and
Franciseo Parra Capd, of Pongce, '

Believe me when I say that it hes been a real pleasure %o write
you, as it seems like old days when we used to sit and telk about




different things, most of all, the future of Puerto Rieco, Today
after thirty odd years, we are still talking about the future, and
still wondering what it will be: statehood? independence? a special
form of govermment? Only Ged knows, as the people in Washington
don't seem to know themselves, Muiloz, Barbosa, Rossy, Brioso, de
BDiegd, Giorgetty, Tous Soto and many others who lbbored so hard

in that direetion, eech in his own way, have gonegheyond without
seeing whet that future is to be,

May Cod bless you and keep you in good health, Judge, and
believe me to remailn, raithifully - 4

Your friend,
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