(PERSONAL)

Honorable Horace M. Towner,
CORNING, Xowa,

My dear Judgete

This is to ackmowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 12th inste., written on the ’vo of your leaving
for ITowa.

My last letter to you was dated the 12th inst,
.and I suppose that you have heard that the supreme Court declded-
the cases pending hefore it, in which the Governor and the Attor.
' mey General were Interested. Both cases were decided against
the Attorney General, but in one of the cases, each member of
the Court wrote a separate opinien, giving his views on the sub=
Ject and that «f the Chief Justice mntalned a somevhat stinging
comment upon the Governer's attitude in the premises, I sent
you hy the iast mail a copy of the PORTO RICO PROGRESS, in which
you may read a synopsis of the said opinione I now understand
that the Attorney gemneral has sent a translated copy of this
opinion to the President and have requested that the Governcr

be dismissed from office.

In the meantime, the Attorney General has filed
with the pistriet gourt a motion requesting that the tovernor
and his private secretary be summoned to appear hefore the next
Grand Jury which is called to eet on the first of August next,-
On the other hand, the Attorney Genmeral has addressed a communi..
cation to the Governor requesting that he dismiss from 0ffice,
Prosecut ing Attorney Arrillaga.

A1l this means that we are still having the old
troubles rehearsed again with no expectation of the Administrae
tion will quiet down and to some constructive work for the Island,
which is much needed,

We have gotten rid of Mc Clure, the Governor's
body guard, He skipt his bail, the overnor helping him get
passage on a Govermment transport and you can suppose what has
been sald here of the pxecutive helping a criminal to defeat the
ends of justice,
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on the sth inste I wrote telling you of what T Had
heard about a man by the name of 8, De Edieck, and what the
Governor purposed to do for hime I was told yeaterday hy U.Se.
Attorney Wells, that this man Edick had told him that the Hovere
nor had decided to let the present superintendent of Rlections
go and appoint RBdick in his place.
: Now, I want to say to you, Judge, from personal knowledge
of the situation, being a member of the Inm lar Board of Elections,
and from a personal acquaintance with the presmat superintendent,
Mr. Keith, that no matter what his polities may he, Mr, Xeith,
the said superintendent, is a honest man, a good Lwyer, a hard
worker with a thorough knowl edge of the peop%o and the Island,
understanding their habits and peculiarities, He has lived with
us for good many years and has not taken any side in politics and
all political parties have learned to respect him, as well as his
decisions. I don't say that Mr. Keith isgllesWispensable in his
position, but the law providing that the Superintenident of Rlections
must be a man who do not helong to nor have interferrence with the,
politics of the Xsland, it is difficult to get a man of his attain_
ments to suceceed him and I dare say that Mr. pdick, is not the man
and will only be a figure~head for someboffy else to direct his
movements and I don't care whether this somebo-ly else happens to
be, as it is claimed, Judgej ;» who 1s a Republican, I hepe
the Governor will be prevailed upon by someone and that he will not
do the nonsense of putting this man Fdigk at the head of such an
important Board as that of Elections.

My last letter to you conveyed the wrong impression that
Mr, Barcelo was salling on that same date. Xt hampens that he is
still here and nothing 1s said about his leaving, I helieve, because
his party 1s still trying to have the Govermor call the Legislature
in extra session, vhich Relily says he will never do,

There is nothing more that I can say tow-day, exdept that
Hubbard was appeinted and he is now awainting ndws of his confir.
mation,

Believe me to remain

8incerely yours,
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Honorable Horace M, Tonwer,
CORNING, Towa, - &

My dear Judget=

suppesing that you are still away from Washing-
ton, I am writing you to Corning in order to §ive you the latest
news from the little Island, '

¥hen I wrote you last, I mentioned the fact that
the Attorney cemeral had filed a motiom with the Distriet Court
request that the Governor and his private gecretary bhe suu-
moned to "appear hefore the mext Grand Jury, Judge Foote refused
the motion and the Attorney General took the matter up te the
supreme Cowrt on Certiorari and the Supreme Court, by a unanimous
vote, refused to ontertain the writ on account of the lack of
time to properly take up the same, inasmuch as the Court was
ad journing the next day. Irom inside information which I receiveﬁ/
I understand that if the matter had been taken up Wgd gone inte
by the Court, the result would have heen the same because the
members of the Comrt have already made up thelr minds as to the
merits of the subject.

The Attorney general immediately thereafter ad-
dressed a communication to the Governor gequesting him to use
his discretional powers conferred by the Polit:lcaf Code and ecall
the supreme Court in extra session to meet@n the Ffirst of August.
To this communlication, the Governor has not replied at all and he
told me that he will not do as requested,

A few days ago, a morning newspaper called "Il
Munde® (The World),published the mews that-the Governor had
written you some time ago boosting Mr, Tratieso and suggesting
that the latter would succeed Barcelo as the head of the Unionist
Party. Of course, you will bhe anrgr:lued to read this as much as
I was when I read the news in the "E1 Mundo”.

The following day the same newspaper ssated that
it was rumored that the Governor had written a letter to Mr, Bare
celo denying that he ever wrote such a letter to you. haprened
to call on the Governor that morning and asked him me%r or nmt
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it was true that he had written such a letter and he went on
to explain to me that he had seen fir to do so, because he
could not allow it to he stated that he had done such a thing,
as he had not written such a letter and he wanted nothing to
do with Mr, Travieso, It is well for you to know that he has
been Informed that Traviese has been knocking him in the
Btatess Of course, I listened teo all that the Governor had to
say and I remained mum., When the "La Democracia® of that date
was published, the letter from the Governor to Barcele was
inserted anl the answer of Mr, Barcelo to the Governor, and
of course, I was downfounded, not on account of Barcelo's
letter to the Governor but of the Governor's to Barcelo, I
could not help thinking that the Governor is going to find
himself in troubld in case you allowed Cordeova pavila to read
the Governor's letter written to you some time last April,
Following your injunction, I have kept the matter secret, but
I doubt very much whether Cordova Davila would kept it secret,

I am enclos:lng you herewith a translation of hoth
letters, the Governor's and Barcelo's, and I am sure that you
will be amused to read them,

There is i more to say, except that everybody
is expecting that something will happen soon, I helieve the
best thing that could happen just now would be the change of
the Attorney General, no matier whem they decide to change
the Governor, Mestre is just working in the hands of Rarcelo
and I cammot see what good it can bhe teo the Admimistration
to have a man like him at the head of sugh an impertant Depart-
ment, as he cammot advise the Governor loyally and the tiover-
nor will never consult him nei ther,

I have ﬁm a couple of letters of introduction to
you to twe dear friends and leaders of the Republican Party,
who are going to Washington just on a short visit and I have
advised them not to call on you before the 18th of this month,
Mr. Huyke, who has just returned, also told me that he missed
you and was very sorry that you were not in Waigiiiggeon when
he called, He told me that his visit to the President was a
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very short one and that the President did not ask him for
Governor Reily at all,

With ..e'ry best wishes, helleve me to remain
Very trmly yours,

Pe Se

»

I am enclosing herewith a translation of an article
which appeared in a local newspaper here yesterday.
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August 9, 1922,

PERSONAY «

Honorabhle Horace M, Towner,
Room 123, House office Bldg.,
WASHINGTON, De C.

My dear Judgegs

This will reach you just after the reconvenin
of Congress and I suppose it will meet you quite busy, hut I'm
keeping word of writing you weekly about happenings in the
little Island,

- Our friend, the Governor, broke loose again, I
know this will not surprise you and that you are expecting this
kind of news by emery mail,

Tuesday last week, which is the meeting day of
the Public gervice gommission, and while the same was in executive
session, the Govermor appeared before 1t and asked to be heard on
a very important mitter, Altho he was told that it was not a '
public meeting, he insisted and they ha o hear him, He brought
to the attention of the Commission, orally, charges agaimst the
SAN JUAN DOCK COMPANY and stated that the franchise granted to
same was the higgest steal ever made in the Island and requested
the Commission go open an investigation and if they found that he
was right in his charges, th#.they proceed to cancel and repaal
the sald franchise,

This franchise was granted during the previous
Administration to Miguel Guerra, for the constiuction of a Dock
in the Harbor of san Juan together with a leas frog the People
of Porto Rico for fifty years of certain lands belonging to the
Island, Guerra was to pay the Island $126 a year as rent and he
inmediately made a deal in which he sold the franchise and his
holdings for $2800 a year for fifty years, The SAN JUAN DOCK CO.
is made up of Guerra dmd his brothers and it seems that the con=

tention is that being a member of the Legislature, Chairman of
the Hays and Means Committee, and a prominent member of the Unio-
nist Party, he should not have ebbained that concession in his own

name,
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The Public gervice Commission, after hearing Gov. Reily,
last week published advertisements in the papers calling for a
public hearing yeaterday on all persons for and against the sald
franchise and yesterday there was such a hearing at which time
Mr, Guerra defended himself and the Govemor appeared again in
person and many other witnesses appeared and spoke against the
franchise, Guerra's contention hefore the Commission was that,
they had not proceeded in this matter in accordance with the Law
and that these matters must be done in writing and complaints must
be sworn to and direct notice given to the interested parties and
that when he called on the Qlerk of the Commission, he was told
that there was nmothing in writing, nothing on record, as not even
the gGovernor's remarks were taken down stenographicly, Guerra's
#ontention was that his Company should have been adv sed so as
to be able to know ghat they should defend and against whom they
should go in case of' the cancelation of the franchise,

Mr. Iglesias responded that he was willing to sign and
swear the complaint so as to make a test case of the matter, ILaw-
yers Brown and Martinez Nadal, appearing imn the interests of land
omers in the nelghborhood of the dock appeared and spoke in the
interests of thelr clients against the franchise,

The criticism in this matter is not in the attack made
by the Governor against wrongly given franchise, but in the manner
in which he has done it, It is claimed that he should not have °
appeared in person, as that is not what is expected from a Goverw
nor, But of course, he has kept us for one year guessing what
will happen andhe is enly living up to his reputation.

As an aftermath of yesterday's meeting, there wers a
shooting affair and ® man who defended the Govermor's attitude
was fatally shot as 4%t is claimed that he would dies

I hﬁé that you have had a good rest up in your old |
country and expéeting to hear from you vhenever you have a chance
to write, helleve me to remain

gincerely yours,



August 18th, 1922,

Honorahle Horace Me Towner,

Chairman Committee on Tnsular Affailrs,
Room 123, Houme 0ff1ice Rldg.,
WASHINGTON, De €.

My dear Judgeie

There is very little to report at this witing as things
are quieting down lately.

The local Grand Jury was impanelled and convened last
week, Auring which time it took up 39 orininal cases which were
disposed of ani BSaturday night the Jury adjourned witioutd taking
up at all the matter against the Governor, The Jury was made up
of 13 Unlonists and 3 Republicans, and one of the Jurors was a
hrother-in-law of Mr, Glorgetti,

This action, or rather non-action, of the Grand Jury, to.-
gether with the decision of the suprime Court in hoth the Certio-
rari and the Tnjunction brought by the Atiorney General, seems
te have produced a food effeect in the public, and it has been
cormented by the Unionist and gpanish Press that the Governor
ANitly is having a new and stronger lease of official iife,
as it is elaimed that he is to=day stronger in the White House
than he was hefore.

The Governor is happy with all this and alse on account
of two very strong letter from the President upholding him in
his position, It is certainly wonderful to see what a strong
endorsement Relly has in the white House and it is a pity that
the man does not have the real make-up of a Governor,

On the other hand, Senator Iglesias told me that on the
last mail he received a letter from Gompers telling him that he
knew that as soon as the President could get the strike eltiation
off his hand, that he wonld decide definitively about the goverw
norship and that he, Gompers, knew that Relly would be with-
drawn and Congressman Towner appointed in his Place, Iglegias )
told me that thils was a confidential letter, The first part of thi .
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letter is in accordance with ome which was written hy Cordova
Davila lately to a friend here, in which he stated that as

goon as the strike situation was out of the way, the President
would decide upon the Porto Rican situation,

There is nothing more that I can write you ahout to-da.v,
and hoping that everything is well with you, I beg to remain

gincerely yours,
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Mgust 284,, 1922,

FEBONAL.

Honorable Horace M. Towner

Chairman Qommittee on Inmiar Affalrs,
Room 123, House 0ffice Building,
UASKIUGQON. De Co

My dear Judgei-

fince my last letter, there has been a few
ocourrences which vr.ln be interesting to you to read,

The Geverner has asked Treasurer Benedicto
for his resignation tak as an excuse his lack of con-
fidence in .’ti! one on the 19th, tlrru Huyke and
penedicto sald that he would take the matier mnder advise=
.ment, I have foupd out that Benodigte alse Lold & friend
that he would senilin his resignation as soon as the Gover-
nor should ask him direct for it and I have heen told ‘Eﬁ—da.y
by relfn, that the governor was writing Bemedicto requesiing
sald reslgnation,

: '!ho governor confimed all this in a conver-
-gation he had with me, hut ho did mot tell me who would bhe
Benedicto's suooeasor and I'm glad he did net, because I
would have had to tell him vwhat I think of his candidate for
the Treasury, Re Aboy Jre, This is a rich young man, the son
of a veri successful business man, ut néthing more., He has
no capaclity or enterprise of any sort, and al%hou@l he is in
business, evaryone knows that he depends on his partmers for
the mn work of the firms, Of course, he is and so is his
rather and all his relatives, a membor of the Unionist Party,
but I'm sure that Mr, Barcelo and other leadern will never
agree on this appointment, Although I don't believe that Mr,
Benedicto was heavy-weight as a financier, compared with Aboy
Jrey he can be classed as a Morgan,

The Governor told me that whoever succeeded Mr.
Benedicto, would have to undertake a therough cleaning of the
Trea Department, which is onmly, as he claims, a politites
Club the :lnnnemo of Barce o.
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Anpther resignation which Bhe Governor has reqested
is that of Mr. Siaca Pacheco, his Execufive Secretary, and he
inteénds to appeint in his place a young man who is the Assistant
to the Executive gecre tary, _r . ‘

Another resignation to be asked is that of the Secreta-
ry of the Public gervice Qommission, and another one is that of
Consulting Mngineer of the Public gervice Commlssion, who happens
to be a son-in-law of My, Barceld,

T don't Xnow with whom the Governor consults all these
things, and I want to say that ever since Senmator Tous Sob and
- mys wrote him our letter of warning some time in April, he has
discarded us from the list of his comnsellors and altho I callesk
on him whenever I have to on account of my duties te my Party, I
know that I have lost in his estimation and net many days apgo he
told U. Ses Attorney ¥Hells that I was not a good friend of hise
I don't want to tak% is subject with him, because I rather have
him think that way than to be his counsellorg and allow him to do
foolish things without .prot"eat..

ik I suppose that this letter of mine will not tal's oW by
surprise, as I'm sure that Barcelo must have cahled Cordova lavila
about these resignations.

In connection with Barcelo's son-in-law, I'm told by Mr,
Feliu, that the young man has just pregented to the Conmission a
report on a local corporation called "The Porto Rico Railway Light
& Power Company®, in which he proves that the concern, which is a
Canadian Corporation, has been deceiving the Pull ic Service Com=
mission in the matter of accounting. The Company runs a trolley
line in San Juan and at the same time fuwrnishes 1light to half of
the Island and the investigation made by this Engineer is to the ’
effect that the company charges most of the expenses to the itrans=
portation side, leaving the lighting part unhampered, so as to show
that they get no profits from the trolley pany.

eliu claims that under the cir tances, he don't helieve
that this young man should be outsted by the Commission, pred sely
at a time when he has rendered such a good service as ¥sa-report 2
shows, and that he told the Governor so, On the other hand, the can.
@idate presentafl by the Governor to FT2liu is a brother of Coll Cuchi,
aman of no imown ability as an Engineer and of doubtful integrity,
and he also told that to the governor, going so far as to tell the
Governor that if he should insist in this matter, he would have to

L
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decide whether or not he would present his resignation as a men=
ber of his gabinet before acting as he wants him to act in this’

matter,

ghere is nothing more that I can add to=day, and hoping
that you are enjoying grod health, believe me to remain

Sincerely yours,
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Ronoraﬁa Horace M, Towner,

Chairmand Qommittee on Insular Awggpg,
Room 123, House 0fflce Building,
WA&HING‘!@N, De O4

My dear Judges-

Without any of your favox 4o drop you
these few lines t’nllow.tn xay we y ¢ my to state
that the appqiu%mmts whioh wrote you ﬁ\out. last week
have bheen carried into omc by the Govamr as you will
see by the enclosed clippin ega from "IHE !Ilms* You will
notice by the olipping dated yesterday, that the Governor
and the new Treasurer have had to select a good Repuhlican
as Assistant Tpreasurer and this goes to show that it was
the cmlz,l ¥ in which the new man could ; 40 gat succes=
sfully into office, namely by taking with him an experienced
hand who had been in the nepartment hefore for a good nmunber
of years, Of course, this don't make the appointment of

My, Abhoy a good one, and I understand that the Governor com-

plains that he has mt received the compliments of any of
his friends for the saild appointments

Another of the appointments made whigch is a bad one,
is that of Mr. Hdlek, for Superintendent of Elections in
place of Mrs Kedth, ‘rho latter was a Lawyer, an old hand in
election matters, who had been at the job ror nany years and
a man in whom evoryhody had confidence and you lmow very

well that in election matters, this is very importante Xeith
could not he swerved from the straight patluddhen he had se-
lected 1% and I know what X am writing about, hecause T am
a membher of the Klectlon Beard and have had dealings with
Keith for a great mmber of years, It is true that he was
a Democrat, but there is no Democratie Party in Porto Rico,
and ahove everything, he Jyas a good representative Americahe
I want to say that I don't know Mr, Bdick, but rom the re-
port given by these who are in contaect with him, he has ne-
ver held an office in which he has heen a success andl the
circunstances surrounding his appointment, of which I wrote
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you some time age, are agaimg him, The unionist newspapers
have comnenced to publish insymations that the Governor is’
trying to control the electionwachinery, so as to be prepa-
red for the elections of 1924, g¢f course, this is all non=
sense and I don't believe the Governor has anything of the
gort in his minde. \

Of course, I don't know what are the plans of the Ad-
ministration regarding the Governor, You know that I had
reasons to expect some action when I left Washington in June’
lasty, but from the letters which the Govermor has been recei-
ving from the White House, there is no irdication that any
change is contemplated for the presente M this is the case,
then 1t will be necessary, absolutely necessary, to urge a
change in the 0ffice of Attorney General, Thwe Governor cannbdt
continue to work m ccessfully without a rcsponsihle legal ad-
visor to gnide him in the many things that crop up constantly.
The reasons for my suggesting this is, because I understand
that a change in the office is contemplated hy the President
and that he was only letting things to drag a little until the
charges agiinst the Governor had been pursued., Nov that a new
Grang Jury was annelled and déismissed without anything been
done against the Governor and the Distwict Court going inte
vacations on the 1ste. of September, it seems that the said
charges have heen dropped and no one is thinking any longer
in pressing samee. e

On the other hand, the Attorney General and the Gover=
nor are at odds, they don't speak to each other, the Governor-
don't consult Mestre and Mestre goes so far as to knoek the
Governor in the newspapers and all these just creates a bhad
impression in the gemeral publie and it would be wise if a
change in the office is tc be effected, that it be done at oncé
80 as to restore the confidence of the people in such an impor=-
tant office in the Insmlar Governmentes

As to a proper man for the place, I want to say that
care shoulld be taken to send a good Lawyer, one in whom, hoth
the Admimistration in Washington and the Governor, could have’
confidence in, and such a man ought to be able to inspire cone
fidence in the people, that was lost entirely in the present
incumbent, 5 ,

0f course, the position is not of sufficient imporsance
to attract good lawyers in the States, but if I am permitted
to make a suggestion of a name, I know a good Lawyer who is an
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intimate friend of Senator Wadsvoprth and who would he willing

to accept the position as a stepping stonme for the higher me

-as Governor, in case he should make good. The name of this

Attorney 1s, He Pes COATS, of Saramc Lake, New York, who has
a blg practice in New York, was State Senator when Wadsworth
was Speaker of the House of Represemtatives in Albany, and ig
an intimate friend of Congressman Sneéll and would receive the
endgrsement of the New York Organizatdon as well as that of
Rational Cormitteeman Hilles, :

I want to say to you that in convergations of Attar ney
General Mestre with his friends, he expects to' be relieved by
the Pregident at any time and if you should see it Lo recom=
mend that this he done, you would help in the solution oi this
trouble.

There is nothing more that I can write you to=-day
and with best personal regards, believe me to remain

Sineerely yours,



