Jamuary 86, 1923,

Hon. Jose Tous Soto,
Ponce, P, R,

Wy dear friend:-

I supprose that you are expecting this second let-
ter of mine with the hope that it will econtain such informs-
tion as will dispel the bad impreesion that my first letter
conveyed. Let me at the start that although 7 am unable
at this writing to give you definite assursnce &s to how
things will shape out, I nevertheless am able to write in

On Tuesdsy night I came beek from Zensas City with
Governor Zeily, whom I met in very poor phyesiecal condition
and unable to walk about etgily on agecount of the pain which
he was suffering with his broken ribs. You know the man, and
Are aware of how difficult it is to get from kim & positive
statement on serious metters, snd 1, therefore, had to guard
my way in my first conversation with him. FHe wanted to know
from the start what news I had to convey and as ] was the one
‘omlmrawm. the firet thing I 434 was to skk
him point blank i1f it was true that he had been asked to re-
sign and whether or not he intended to £0 back to Porto Rigo.
His first anewer was an evasive one, asking in turn why I
ggked him that question,and T then told him that it was ru-
mored both in New York amd "ashington that the Secretary of
¥ar had ssked him to resign and that only after he had
Spoken to the Presidemt was it that he kad been ted an-~
thority to go back for & short while. Reily ed that he
had been asked to resign and ssid that the President was ss
much his friend today 8¢ he was when he was firet sppointed
by the Preeidemt; that he was etting resdy to go back to
Porto Rico tomorrow if his th would permit him to travel,
and that he supposed that sll the rumours about his resignstion
and not retuming to Porto Rieo were part of the plot made up

by his enemies.

On Hondsy lust we took the train for St. Louis,
where Reily had to attend to some businese and was Lo be ag~
companied to “ashington by two other frisnds. On the train
we had better facilities for long telks apd little by little
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I gained the imprescsion that there was something in the re-
signat ion itﬂ%. but thet he was able, in his talk with the
President, to fix up matters in such a way that the President
told him to go beck to Porto Rico and try to 4o the best he
gould, avoiding any more troubles, both for himeself and the
Presi « As 1 gaid above, the Governor is & different man

sieally from the one that came up in December, and I don't
ow whet it i® this physical change that hes made me &8ls0
observe a moral chenge in the man, For instance, he would
keep repeating the statenent that he wes tired of the constant
gul of having to ht all his moves in the Island simply
receive & amall & of £10,000 whieh did not gommence
to pay his expenses .,and that now that he was broken down
physiecally he had been thinking seriously whether or not it
would not be better for him to"throw up the sponge” and let
scme one else go and fight the Unjoniste. He added, several
times, in the presence of these friends of his, and the state~
ment was oorro ted by them, that with his good connections
up here he could continue his business ip Xansae City aml
might even o!:ut to be appointed at any time Receiver for
some corporation, to be appointed the courts. This sug-
{:ﬂiu of a Recelivership came &b because Relly was able
tely to have a frimnd of his appointed by President EHariing
to & federal Judgeship, and it was stated thet this new Juige
vonld have $6 heniie & dow pending euitse,in one of which &
certain rajlroad would go into the hands of a Receiver, a
position which it was claimed would pey from $25,000to 80,000
a year, Par from intention to insinuate that Reily was
nking to be r 4 for the sppointment of hie friend, but
I ment ion the conversation so as to show the trend of hie
thoughts while we were coming over to "ashington,

Relly ie 8till]l & sick msm and ke needs help to put
his clothes on and had to give up the idea of sailing tomor-
row, not only on aceount of his sicnl condition, but be-
cause I advised him that it would be to his sdvantage to
stay amother week in "aghington and see hie friends in con~
gress nguul, the intended resolution of Cordova Davile
against him, of which I handed him & copy.

On our arrival here we found that Senator Iglesiae
had made up, with the help of the Ameriesn Federation of lLa-
bor, a Congurrent Rgsolution, which was introduced in the
Senate by “enator Brookhart of lIowa and in the House by Hep~
resentative Maloney of Massachusetts, & copy of which I am
hererith enclosing. Iglesiss got the idee of this Resolution s
after he had read the Cordova Davile intended resolution, and
he naturally supposed that his resolution would kill, as it
gertainly has, the Cordova Hesolution. The latter refers
golely to peramal mtters concerning Governor Reily, wheress
the Iglesias resolution covers & period of the lsst ten years,
which ineludes the Reily administration, and goes to the bot-
tom of meny public guestions and subjects. Of course, if dr,
Davila shouid still decide to introduee hie resolution, he
will find that the majority of the members of the House will
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la st 1%, and 17 the Iglesiss Restlution hss no change

of being adopted, the Davils one hes lost.sll its import-
énce, even before it has been in' roduced. Tavila himgelf

is ravingly med and told Congressman Maloney that Iglesias

is noth mors than a Bolshevik, was not born in Porto Rieo,
and that whole thing wase & political triek to disoredit
Rim and his party, snd t i1t was at the same time an indict-
mnent of the whole American edministretion in the Ielend, par-
ticlar directed againet the Yager edministration, but that
he was willing that the resolution be sdopt ed witk an anandment
to the effect that 41t 80 back and cover from the period of the
militery zovernment in Porto Rico.

I have met Congressman Ma » for whom I had
brought a letter of introduction from the new Prohibition Dpi-
rector, He is & charming men, a live wire, and an active mem-
ber of the American Pederation of Labor, and & member also
of the Committos on I-A’rttm of the Hgouse. He took us
(both Iglesias and myself) and intorduced us to the members: ip
of the Committee, that was in session this moraing, snd we were
asked many guestions rccu-ll.nz the Jsland, and it was decided
by the Chairman, at the request of one of the members, to hold
& special meeting of the Committee ”edn of next week to
kear us on the subject of emigration of Porto RMeans to the

Hawaiian Tslands. 0f course Iglosiss will have to do most
» 88 T will only 2o over the eituation in o gon-

eral way, oney told us on leav that Iglesias should
try to ng up &t that hearing all the subj sots contsined
in the Coneurrent Resolution, 80 sz to make it sprend from
different sources and thereh insure that some action will
be taken, either by a Comnmittee from Congress, or by one ap-
pointed by the Presid ent.

I told ¢ fssman iMeloney that although I eould not
testify as to many of the things contained in the resolut ion,

were placed in the hande of Govermor Rouj some time ago, re-
ferring to certain corpormtions ss being undersssessed in the
payment of their taxes.

Right here I want to state thet Governor Reily is
very muck worked up on acpount of what he claims to be a
"dirty trick” on the part of Hartszell. Fe believes that
Hartzell hee deceived him and  has turned sgainst him, and in
this he has the help of Iglesies, who makes him believe that
Hartzell ie his worst ene » Both Nixon and myself tried to
cavinge Reily that thie not the case bhecsuse Hartzell,
to our knowl » has done nothing against him, and has said
nothing to ue dsmaging to Rgﬂi. I d4id add that from my
long experience with Eartzell, I knew tiat he always worked
for Hartzell and the corpomtions which he represented, and ,

\
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of gourse, on fnding out in his talke with both the Secretary
of “ar and Judge Towner that the Covernor was to end his so-
tivities in Porto Rico, he had willingly snd reedily disearded
him after he had found out that he could not get anything more
out of him, the same ap he would do with an orgnge after suck-
ing the ee. Reily was so much worked up ageinst Hartsell
that he told us, confidentislly, of course, and saying that we
should not repest it because he hed not told it to nybog.tu
when t'e subject of the undervalustion of the property belong-
ing to the Aguirre Sugar C was brought to the attention
of Hartzell, in which Rug that the company wuld have
O:rry every year over ,000 more they sre now pe , that
Hartsell told him that this eampany wae not willing to pay that
amount intoe the but that they were ready to negotiate
with him (Reily) for egé.ooo if he would be willing to have
the entire matter dropped. Reily claims that he refused

point blank and thet he es that is one of the reasons
why Hartsell is mad with « Ho told us slso that in his next
firet conversation witk the Presidemt, he is going to expose
the whole subject and will tell the Presjdent that he ie wil -
ing to make an affidavit as to the whole metter. Iglesias

told me today that Reily hed repouted to him the same con-
versation thie very mtg, and that he (lglesiss) saw his
opportunity to ineist in the metter of the affidavit, amd he
also told that it was & good chance now to get rid of
#ilson, who was a nted at the instance of Hartzell. Iater,
when I ceme t0 “eily's room, the latter told me in the pres-
enge of Iglesiss that he had mede up his mind to get rid of
Wilson, but to my surprise he ssid that if the President

should insist that on g brok to Porto Rieco he should

try and pacify the Unionists, he would have to appoint in
"ileon's plage some "njonist of the Aboy or Saldana type.

Another effect of Iglesiss' talk with Reily is the
detorminstion of Reily to discard both Bennett and Harding
fromtheir present positions,

I am writing and bringing up the subjects as they
come t0 my memory; ther-fore, sometimes I will repeat i ffer-
ent conversations with ReAly amd others. The Governmor is try-
ing hard today to et an interview with the Presidenmt, who
nzi came $0 his desk today after more than s week's illness.
Relly eaw Dr, Seawyer, the president's physician, last evening,
-and acked him to tell the President that he was here apd fol~
lowing his intimstion;the laet time he @ar him he wented to
see botk the President and Mre, Harding, and Dr. Sawyer stated
that he would give him an answer today, but &t thig writing
I cannot say what tie result of this conversation has been and
1 must state, in paseing, that if Reilyshould see the ‘resident
before I write my next letter and things phn out well for him,
I will send you & csblegram. Reily suggested today that he
would eonsult the Preeidert if it would not be advisable, due
to his delicate physieal cmdition, to stay up here some while
and let Fuyke continue scting ae Governor, and after March
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4th, when ress ad journs, to then g bagk to Porto Rico.
Of course, I do not agree with Relly this metter, but

a8 1 am dealing in the dark snd dem't know who is lying, 1
told him that that was something for him and the Presi dent to
decide. But I 4id tell him that.to Wy mind, apd kw:::’hw
alated Barcelo ami his orowd must be at this time, th ng
he will not return to the Island, I 414 not believe that
compromise would ruq those people, much less to hope the
by the appointment of one of their men to be Commisgioner of
Interior, they would be willing to eonfirm the rest of khis
appointments, for this ias the !ut of Reily's trend of mind,
I believe that nothing short o Reily's resignation will
please and pacify the Unionists.

Reily received thie morming two oables from Huyke
and Coll, asking him to state positively by cable the date
on whickh he was sailing, as it wes reported publiely thst he
was not to return and that Genersl 2dwards was being consid-
ered for hie place. Reily said he would not smnswer the
::h.l:l until he hed had an oprortunity of seeing the Prese

!m-u.:‘nruu I went to see Judge Towner, and
told him trun{ thet 1 had failed in By endeavors to gon-
vinece Reily that he should not retum to the Jeland. I told
him that Redly denied the fsot that he had been asked to
resign and thet he intended to return to the Island and go
ebout his business as usual, Towner sald that he supposed
that after hie misfortune, Reily would be able to £ the
President once more and would be allowed to go back and try
him out for another period. Towner then asked me if I in-

for our intended amendment regarding the election lsw, but
li:h. :‘m that tk; i”r‘ui«m had b::nbnr{lut:k end was
not seeing anybody, not expect @ able to earry
out qmm. Towner then told me thut he t that
ifTe ask Seeretary Weeks to take me over, 1 gould
then see the President, and if that was the case, he wanted
me 10 put in a good word in his favor and in the nsme of
the Ropublican party in case the sub Jeet of & successor to
Reily was discussed., Of course, I replied that if 1 dia
Succeed in seeing the President snd the subject was brought
up I would certainly be plemsed to say thaet we Republicans
would endorse his appoin « You will readily unier-tend
that I gould not eay snything leas, but I have made up ny
mind thet if a better candidste should apresr on the sur-
face, for inetance, General Edwards, I would prefer to have
him go down as Governor, and would not hesitate to tell the
Presi dent so. Notwithetanding what Towner saye, I believe
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that he is too £ endly with Cordova Davila to suit our con-
venience, added to the fact that he hae told me seversl times,
and he hae repeated it to Iglesiss, that & good Governor should
tg to steer his way cleer with entanglements with logal pol-
ities. At the same time, Cordova Tevils told Poventud yester-
day that Towner would suceeed Reily and that that was the

best appointment thet could be made under the eircumstances .
Poventud told me that from his talk with Cordove Davile he
gathored the impression that the appointment of Towner would
be more pleasing to the Unioniste then it would be to the

Republicans.

Now , should Towner ask me to recommend him for
Governor when he told me last week that the President had
offered him the plece? I ecannot 8ee whet influence my rec-
commendat ion esould carry, if the President had made up his
mind two weeks ago to offer Towner the sppointment . I vorily
beli eve thet there has been no sush offer, but that Towner

to zet the appointment, but when he has read the pepers
that General Hdwards was b%omuerod by Jeeretary veeks,
and hw:a the u:: r’ul t both the Presidemt and "eeks
have for th for his war record amd his experience
when he wse Chief of the Bureau of Insular affairs, he saw

this ter over witk Governor Relly, he said that he was
not going to be foreced out of the Jaland either by the Union-
ists, Towner, Weeks, or Campbell; that if he retired at all,
it would be at the asking of the President, who two days
8g0 told Senator "atson of Indiana, an intimete friend of
Relly's, that he was standing bsck of Reily 100 per cent

!u &t the mople of Porto Rico should raise & monument

0 Relly for the good work he had done. But that in any
event, if he should dekide at any time to leave the Govern-
orebip, he would still hold some infl uence with the Presi-
dant, and would see to it that the man who sbould sucosed
him, would be one to earry out his policies and who would
not bend to the will of the Unioniste, and that particulerly
he would ssk the President as a favor not to appoint either
Towner or Campbell,

I want to state once more that I have been dee
impressed with the deciding influence that Relly has wit
Yery meny prominent people, both here snd in his own state.
I have seen many prominent men gome to comsult with him
about matters of politiecs and Sppointments and they all
agree that he is a deciding influence with the President
for the getting of patronsge for the State of Missours.




Se me olvidaba decirle de la parte més importante de mi conver-
sacibén con el Jus z Towner ayer mafiana, Fué cuando me pidid que yo
hablage al Presidente en su favor. Le dije entonces cugél era el ob-
Jeto de mi viaje con Iglesias y le expliqué todo el asunto y le in-
formé*lo bién impresionsado que habfa quedado el Sec, de la Guerra con
mi conversacién y como habismos quedado en volver a vernos y habler
sobre el asunto con su promesa de llevar «l-asunto a conocimiento del
Presidente. Towner me dijo que aunque nunca habfa aprobado nuestra
combinacién con el Partid o Socialista que creia que seria muy inte-
resante el tener una enmienda como ésta intercalada en nuestra TLey
Orgdnica para usarla como una amenaza sobre la cabeza del Partido
unionis ta. Dijo que no podriamos esperar que el Congreso sSe ocupase
de este asunto en esta sesidn & menos que otras enmiendas més impor-
tantes se hiciesen necesarias, pero cue si el Presid ente tuviese que
recomendar la adopcidn de otras enmiendas, esa seria incluida con las
otras y farzada como medide de partido, ya quelos democratas segura-
mente estarisn en contra, Yo creo que pcdemos contar con Towner pa-
ra que nos ayude en este asunto.
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I wag forgetting to state & very important part
of my conversation with Judre Towner yesterday morning.
It was when he asked me to0 see the President in his favor.
I then told him what the ohgut of lgleeias and ny tr.'.x was
and explained the whole subject sand told him how well im-
ged the Secretary of “ar had been with my eanversation
d how 1 was to sce him again on the subject with hie prom-
ise to tske it up with the President. Towner told me that
alth he had never approved of our eombination with the
She 8t party, that he believed that it would be very
interesting to have such an smendment introduced in the
organic Aet 80 as to use it ag a wespon on the heads of
the Mﬂllwm He said that we could not expect that
Congress would t that up &t thie session, unless other
ts wore should be made menifest, but that

.1, the President should have to recommend any other amend-

ments it could be inodbuded with the others and pressed as
a pa mensure, 28 the Temocrats would surely be against
. believe that we ¢can count on Towner for the helping
this mstter,

I went to see Senator Brookhert today with Igle-
&8, but the Senator was in New York, and we only were
le to talk with his seeretary, who mede an sppointment
us to see the fenator tomorrow morning st ten, when Reily
will go with us. Reily knows Brookhart, amd has known him
éver since they worked together in 1912 in favor of Roosevelt.

This morning I hed & talk with Ceneral HelIntyre in
Towner's office, and I must say that I found him the same
friend as ever,although Iglesins claims thet in his talk with
the General he got the impression that he is working hand in
hand with the Unionistes, I promised Helntyre to see him in
his office next week.

I expeet t0 go to Now York next week to look up the

. matter of & handwriting az;ﬂ , b0 be used by us in gase we
1 of '

ghould get & new tria e election-gase on appeal,

There is nothing more thaet I omn write sbout today,
a8 1 believe I have covered all the subjecte to date.

Believe me to remain, as ever,

Sineerely,




