san Juan, °,%.,
: arch 10, 1900,

Hon, Frank .H, Hitehcock,

f

Chairmen, Rep, Nat, Committee,

Taghington, D,.C. _ .
¥y dear Hr, Hitchdock*
on account of the dsath of @ﬁg Chief Justics of ocur Suprsme Court,
which position is a Presidential app-intment, the Chairman of our Territorial Com-
mittee is writing the President dirsct réqpmmending the names of ‘essrs, "milio del
Tore, Frencisco Parra snd José Tous Soto, and I have been instructed to rsquest vou
to use your good offices nemr the "resident in bshalf of our narty,

The names which We pregent for consideratiocn are of lawyers of geod!stand-
ing, both in thes vprofeassion and in the commuﬁity. The 1last two are in nrivate Nrac-
tice, lr. Soto having baéh a Judgze and lir, ”;rra 8 Prosecuting attorney, énd bhoth
leaving the servies on %heir own free will to 8o into nrivate practice,

¥ personal, wh01ce is ilr, Toro, He is'at nresent the Judge of the District
Court of 3an Juan, txﬁ has beeg ;n’ﬁhe service as a Judge snd ss Prosscuting atior-
ney for aver elevegn years, standing very high in tﬁe esteenm of the Tsnch end £Ne
Bar, He is cénséﬁﬁative and at the saune time aﬁprogressive Judgs, in so Par as\l
havine en oﬁen and %eady aind for the asimilatibn of American ideas, Re ic = staﬁbh
Amegican ana én admirsrer of our institutions, ‘

r,' James 7, Harlan, one of the members of the Uterstate Commerce gommissinn,
¥nows him well, aslhe Léarned to love and édmire him when he was the ﬁttorney General
down hers some yeafs aéo, and [ understand that he will recommend him Por this anppoihnt-

npent, §
P bl The Republiéans think that we are entitled to rscognition at this time int

'th%sjvacancy, bec-usg there is no Republican on the Supreme Bench, ve dont mean that

L

. ' i
we want to have a Republican as such in that Court where nolitiets should not enter,

J \
but it is a recornfized fact that the three Porto RPican membsrs of the Sunreme Court



-

Fle. Ho 2 °

happened to helonz to the oprosite party, The Supreme Jourt was apnointed during
the.ﬁilitafy government and President lNeWinley just confirmed them in their places
when Civil Covermment was =stablished, =nd they wers good appointments which wsre
liked by everyona, as the Jusitices had made = reputation for themselver as regards
their honesty, integrity and leaming, But the fact remained that nons of them
heiled from the Pepublican narty,

~ For these reasons, I would regquest you lo say a good word in behalf of our
candidates, assuﬁing you that if any of them ars selscted, Lhe bhest intersst of the
Island and the country will be served.

Sincerely yours,

e
el o




