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GOVERNORS QX EARLADLE
By Toberte He Todd

]l e
During the lest forty years in which Puerto Rico has been under the
‘sovereingty of the United Stetes, rifteen sovernors heve been sent 0 uUp .
eizht dirfomt Presidents numely:ime Kinley, Theo. Toosevelt, Taft, Wilec*;
Harding, Coolidge, IHoover and F.D. Roosevelte During the militery gov e .
which lested from Cetober 18, 1898, to April 30, 1900, three of these
governors were lejor Generals, to wit : Brooke, Henry and Dovise Not eour:.: 7
the lest two inoumbents in said office,appointed by the leader of the
*New Decl®, with whom 1 have spoken only once,- 1 have been personally Goiuiws e
ed with the other thirteen, many of them very intimately, and due to thc -
circumstances I em able to state, shat with very few exceptiocns, the Is.
might heve done better if she hed been allowed to selleet her Governors Rowit
s list of over six dozen distinguished Puerto Ricwns, ‘edurnted in ocoll-ges
the United States, well known and beloved by the whole eountry, who would
harged the duties of the office with more intelligence and s betser
stending of our problemse Tloquent proof of this stotenent wes given
° 'rruviuo, Padin, Bensdicte, luyke, Domenech arﬂ lenéndez a8,
Puerto fuom. when they occupied at interim the governorship on aecount
/ét the -m of the incumbents. There woo nover the slightest compleint
_‘.’\ sgainst these Puerto Ricans in the exercise of their officiul duties, not
even by their politicel oponentse. On the contrsxy, their behavicur wes alwsys
within a prudent disoretion.
The ambition of sll Puerto ainans. without rogard to differences in
polities, is that we nay be sble, some day, to elect cur own governors from
emong our poopl.o. until such a time when we uay aoquuo more liberal ccneession:
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from Vashington in the line of self-govermment. This smbition, it must be
econceded, is a noble oney This Islend has a perfect right to be governed
by her own people, under t}n guidance and protection of the United States,
and by @ elearly défined fom of government agreed upon by both sides, which
should be pleasant and beneficial to both the United States and Puerto
Rieo. Our comntry will never be contented with the present form of governe
mente. }w. despise the word possession which has been assigned to cur Islend
r_or what 1t really mesns. After being a province in the Spenish days, the
same as all the provinces in Spain, we cannot be contented with the present
~neme given us. Ve honestly believe that a conferemce of leaders of the
different politieal opinions in Puerto Rieo, and two or three leaders of
the Administrations at Washington, sould bring about the agreement upon a
form of government suitable to the Island.

After veing under the folds of "0ld Glory® for the last forty yesrs, our
pecople, who are eitizens of the United States, are unable to discover what
our future status will be and we believe that we have a right to know what

- the future has in store for us as a countrye. This right is being cleined
by every Puerto Rican, no matier what his politicel creed may be. (n the
other hend, both statesmen snd politicians at Washington during these forty
years, have iomnd to conmit themselves as to the future of this little
‘ x’hiid.wwnhouf giving sny convineing resson for such an action; but they
,,.‘fmut, n_ovon-th.—lun, th-t our people shoyld be loyal and keep the pences
" This cen be expected only of those of us who sre inteligent enough to be
pacient and sufficiently patriotie to wait for better deys that are bound
to come; but 1% 1s too much to be asked from those less enlightened and
impacient in the light of the procrastination of the suthorities in Vashe
ington, Whenever couplaints of this nature have resched the national
capital, the well known generceity of the United States towards Fuerto
Rico is thrown in our face. No. Generosity as to fmmhl matters, is . /
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one thing and disregard for our political future is another; and generosity
in money matters will never buy our right to demand that ouf political
future be solvede And solved it will. But let us leave ouf the finenocial
side of this problem as it d&ot fit ine We repeat that the whele country
of this little Island recognize that our prosperity has depended in the pnast
end will depend in the future on the generous behaviour of the Administratipn
at Weshingtone Vhat we fall to understand is that a National party and its
distin uished leader who have coined the phruses “new deal" and "m‘an_ﬂ.@-
bor® should neglet the easy task of solving the Puerto Ricen problem, follow.
ing the policy of the Republican Party who never tried to declare us citizens.
A contented Puerto Rico would mean more o LatineAmerica, than all the good-
will visits thet mifht be made to the countries of the South.

Puring these long forty yesrs of patient and watchful waiting, it has
never ocoured to any of the Presidents who occupied the White House, that a
Puerto Ricen might safely dlischarge the duties of Governor, ine-as-much as
there is nothing in our orgenie law to hinder such an action. The orgsnie
sets of the different Territories invariable contained the provision thet
governors should be appointed from smong residents of the Territories. Cur

organic asct is silent =s to this provision, but, we repeat, we have never

been favored with a similar decision from any President. They always hed
a friend to please, ignoring the fact that Puerto Rico is something different
J the rest of North Americae.

The revision of documents teken from our private files, some of them
heving turned yellow from the number of years in our possession, place us in
@ position to state, that from smong the governors sent from the North,
there have been meny who were men of recognized abilltv; well balsnced in
their way of thinking, industrious and well disposed on all occasions %o
consider the welfare of both the United States and of Puerto Rieco, in ‘heir
dealing with public matters, thus reflecting honor on the offiece for whiech 3 /
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they were appointed. Iuerto Rico will always cherish in the memory of those
desinterested men who tried hard at the commeneement of our civil govermuent
to toui us the intricacies of self-government ac well as those who after
years, worked heand in hend with us for the welfare of the Island. Cod bless
them. But 1t is also our duty to state that there have been governors totall:
incapable, by their lsck of mentallity, education and ua-ar-:-um %0 gover:.
2 oouutry like ours of & qugﬁ snd a helf inhebitents of racs, hnunﬁ,
sustons, religion and et A s EAbiraly it perert rror A e tubin of
North Ameriocas

\uh-nhadthamd rmunmvamwmmmmMrm
country hed been Con;ressmen, state loglsletors, Assistant Secretaries, jud.
gos, banksrs, & ritired general of the Ammy, businesmen, sohool-teachers, @
couple of brokers and others who hid no specialty whatever; and mmong them
we heve had alsc the unpleasant fate to suffer the whimys end fancies of men
of strange mentalities, Ome of them had such & leck of oculture as to recelve
visitors while he himself remained in his seat with his Teet on the desk
ond busily reading o newspapers Of this lack of culture, the writer wae the
vietim the only time he visited the seld governore

Y& have also hed the unplessantness of heving governors with such ® lack
of personal self-respsct, that some of them have presented themselves at
publie gatherings entirely drumk, snd ome of them, Waile visiting Weshingtom,
had o be 8jested from the Wnite Houss when Hie President and his wife weve
enterteining scme distinguished guests. Gur governor, in a pitiful state of
inebriety forced himself into the blue room where & coneert wos taking hhw
and took ® seat besides Chief Justiee Fuller, of the Supreme Court, and
insisted in talking sloud, petting the Chief Justice on the baok; but whem
the anties of our aleoholle governor become unbearable, a certain cn‘bmt
Jember Big snd strong at @ bull, got hold of the disturber by grabbing him
by the eollsr of his coat and carrying him %o the first door entrence and
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ejecting him ordering the attendants not to let him in ageaine This disgrece-
ful incident came to our notice when a friemnd mailed me a oopy of a neVse
paper from Washington in which the well known newspaper man, J. Hemilton
lewis, of late a U.S. Senator for Missouri, hed written up the happening
under the heading: JAG AT THE WHITE HOUSE. Without mentioning any neme, he
referred to the offender as “one of our Colonial governorse" I still keep
the article in my files. 4nd let me say in passing, that the offending
governor was allowed to ocome back to his post and went out of offiece when
the President who appointed him left the White Housee

Another of our governors, under the excuse that he was contemplating &
trip North, appointed his private Seeretary and two other employees of his
government, as a committee to visit certain sugar men hol.u\aiu to the
Republicsn Party in quest of contributionf with which %o defray his travels
ing expenses. The metter came to my notice thru the visit of one of the men
visited and who was ssked to contribute with the sum of five thousand dollars.
His snswer wes that he would oonsult with his friends, and I advised him
not to contribute with any amount whatever. When 1 confronted the governor
with this setion of his, he plead ignorance of the existance of such a
conmission end his Seeretary, whom I called to explain in the presence of
the pnmor,bnu thet the zovernor knew nothing of it. Of course, I did not
believe him.

This same govermor who had occasion to get hold of a sheet of paper with
my lettere=hesd @s Republican National Conmitteemen for Puerto Rico, wrote %o
the Editor of m well known Magazine, who hed eriticised his administration,
defending himself and his aotions and signing the letter with my neme, as
such National Committeemen. While in Washington a friend oalled my attentlion
to en article published by the said megezine snswering a letter whieh he
had received from me. I got hold of a copy of the publication, and hed %o
confess that if 1 had written such a letter, the Hditor was right in what
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lii publishede I had made sn ass of myself. I reque ted the Editor of the

Magazine to let me have a photostatic copy of my) /,.and when I received
1%, I had the proof in my hands that my signature had been forgetlivy the
governor of Fuerto Rieo. I wrote him snd asccused him of his disgraceful
sct, and 1 permonsally presented the matter to the Secretary of War, under
whose cere Puerto Rico wes ot the time; and he told me the very next dey
thet he hed pleced the subjeet before the President. 1 am £¢1ll wondering
if the offending governor ever received e reprimend ‘ro;'- ma forgerye

Here the resder will probably ask how these men could have received the
appointment es (OVernors of cur Islend. We have peon for many yosrs uki.u
the seme cuestion snd the answer is, at times, tm desire of plesasing a
friend in whose judgewent the President had eonfidence! At other times, 1t
wes a p_quuul debt that had to be paid, ln.d not finding a proper place for
him in Washington, the misfit wes shipped %o Puerto Ricoe that little
possession Of CUXSs That is the only way of explaining the appointments of
eertain wea who could not hold a fifteen minutes conversation with anyone
#ithout showing their laok of the negessary conditions for governing others.

e -

in the history of Puerto Rico from ¥he deys when Columbus discovered
the Island, there is no doubt that the most intoresting period is conteined
in the happenings in the last forty years, aftoer the change of sovereignty.
Those of us who hed the opportunity of living in thie blessed iittle country
of ouri dguring that time, mvér again shall be witnesses to similar happenings
as those that cccured in that oourse of time, snd we doubt very much that
sush an opportunity shall vepeat itself. Here, in this nerrow pisee of land,
ss & vesult of the war of 1898, two different reces found themselves face t0
face, the An;]_!um and the SpanisheAmericen, the first named, strong,
youu.ud healthy; the other one, old, diseased, broken-downe Lvery indiestion
was that in the struggle bestween the two;th.o former would come out vietoriocus,
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and iuﬂ.u the first years things went that ways. The aifferences werse of
language, numm traditions. At the end of the struggle, the wdalt of
mm::;ndhavo omoutoatopmmthardttmhérmrg that a
third of a eentury, with its mmm. religion and tradium utaoh
" mhe Spanish spoken today in Puerto Rico and whieh will continue to be

the vernscular language, is purer todsy than the one which we spoke when we
wma ander the Spanish rlage The reason is thet Puerto Ricens heve put all
thoie efforts in keeping their mother tongue intaet and to spesk it better
pvery day. As regard~ L. ’Pt:'*?ll.-{i-?fl. today the Roman Catholie one, which
{s the religion of t'» =225 melority of the island, dCpends entirely on
the mmt%r of th+ rathalis Iuerto Rican people. Regard ing the old tre-
ﬁttiou of Puorto‘m“, the peopie retain end revere them, although it hea
ascquired some Of the new mw |

1 roput the ¢net thet thode of us who wers fortunate enocugh to live in
Puerto Rico during the last forty yeers and to cooupy autmauum positions
thet gave us the oportunityur seing and observing and helping in the
political geme of those days, are in duty )ﬂnﬁ #ot to leave tais life
without writing up our experiences during that interesting period.

nibm been the prinoipls : Mor-yunurtukmmm I have
% t'm. been the principle 'itnou of meny happenings in the company of
other men who have already gone beyond and I have the painful impression,

‘wherever 1 look amund, to gses that I sm remaining slone, as the only
witness of matters whieh: +I am now recslling. 1 believe thersfore, that 1

em doing my duty in writing these experlences of mine-
1 NOW POR THE PARADE §
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