STATEMENT ON THE DEMANDS OF THE PEOPLE OF PORTO RICO.

There are at present two political organizations in Porto]

| Rico recognized by our Elcction Law: the Republican Party and La

| Union de Puerteo Rico (The Unionist Party).

There are certain wished and demands upon which both these

| organizations are agreed, and they are as follows: |

1.- That the present Organic Act should be amended so 3s
to place the veto therein conferred to the Gowernor upon the same
basis as it is possessed by the President of United States and, ge=

nerally hy the governors of the several states.
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|

d |
At present the Lerislature has no power to pass any |

|

| legislation over the Governor's veto, inasmuch as under the law if |

the Legislature does so, the matter may he appealed to the Preside?tl

| by the Governor and the National Chief Executive is vested with po+
‘ |

e ——

wer to reverse the action of the Legislature. It is claimed and main-
tained by hoth parties that the power reserved to the Congress of
repealing any legislation @nacted by the lawful Legislature is a ‘

sufficient safe-guard against any possible abuse of the local 1egi$—

!
lative power. ‘

and the Auditor ;
2.- That the heads of the several departments/of the Insu-

lar Government as well as the Justices of the local Supreme Court
. |
shall be appointed by the Territorial Governor with the advise and|

consent of the Territorial Senate.
Under the local Organic Act, the Justices of said Court,

the Auditor, the Commissioner of Edueation and the Attorney Keneral

are appointed by the President with the advise and consent of the

National Senate.

3.~ That the limit of the bhorrowing power of Porto Rico

shall be increased to 12% of the total assessed valuation of the |

|
Real and Personal Property of the Island.

This limit is now set by the Organic Act at 7% of the

said valuation, and Xkxxkxx it is deemed that the increase demande&
- ' a

-

BT I R R e e, R s SR e "



ll |
“will in neowise m-g-nni injure the somndness of the security. ‘

4.- The Republican Party further demands that the Terrltori
10f Porto Rico should be at once incorperated into the Union and th4
fﬁConstitution extended to it, and that, the Island should bhe finall}

| |
I
admitted into the sisterhoood of states with all the prerrogatives

'and duties inherent thereto. |
| Upon this proposition, the Unionist Party stands for a!
| solution absolutely ireconcilable with the one just stated. They
‘demand that the Island should be ultimately granted ahsolute seve=
|rance from the Union and organized and receognized as an 1ndepeN(ent
|nation, and that, in the meantime, mm an autonomoum gevernment

I
|fashioned after the Canadian form should be granted to the Territo-

-

; The Republican Party rejects both of these latter reme=
édies as entirely inconsistent and incompatible with the American Pq-
Hliticai Insifitutions, with american citizenship and with all politil
Jcal national precedents and traditions. We insist in that the Uni-
ted States shéuld never create or apppove of a Torm of government

for its territories which is not purely and entirely republican in

Uits form, and that will not make the people of this territory proper-

:ly it to assume the great responsabilities that will fall upoen it
:when admitted into the Union. ;
W B.= Both of the parties nemed are also agreed upon the :
jdemand that Congress should give to us financial assistance in the}
Jpromotion and amplification of eduncational facilities.

Q ' It is estimated that the Territory could raise proba=
pbly five million dollars annually, by means of taxation for this
purpose, and for a reasonable period of time. It is suggested that
hif the Congress should allew us for an equal time a sum also equal
ito the one raised by the Insular Government, illiteracy could be
&furever eradicated in ahout ten years, and the enslish speaking nat?ve
population greatly increased to a number far in excess of five hun=-
dred thousand.

6.~ Both of said partics also join in a demand for the

L}

extension to Porto Rice of the so called Rural Credits Law, Vocatio




Ynal Education Act,

=)

cilities to and from the Continent. ' ,

! 0
b s
(the National Banking System laws and those of

the Federal Reserve,[as well as that proper measures should bhe adop=-
ted to relieve the present scarcity and limitation in shipping fa-T

A review of the data furnished in another statement whici

' has been filed with the Sub=-committee will make evident the propri{

ty of meeting the foregoing demand. F\t
7.- There is also in Porto Rico a so called Secialist ParTy
with which are afiliated certain laberers. This organization has |
no leral standingz under the present election laws ewing to thlxii-é

RIfERXENXREEXERXXEEXRExRexskipg its membeeship, of which many, if !

not all, are also members of the local branch of the American Feile*

ration of Lahor (see following paragraph).

4

This organization has not comitted itself in any re-
liable way upon the political issues above mentioned; hut it has aﬂ-
wavs given expression to a favorable sentiment in behalf of  the exs

tension to this Island of the measures enumerated in paracraphs 5

and 6.

8.~ Himmmmmm The labor organizations of the Island are two
the Free Federation of Labor, which is under the jurisdictien of the
American Federation of Labor and the Federacidn Puertorriquefia del
Trabaje, which is an independent and purely lecal organization. Tke
formér is headed by Mr. Santiago Iglesias, who is also a leader of
the said Socialist Party. There are memhers of both of these orga‘
nizations who militate in either the Republican or the Unionist Party.
Both federations mmm claim te he non-partisan, and they favor gene
rally the extcnsion te the Island of the federal emenomic legislatiion

bef ore enumerated.




