Ponce, P, H. Hareh 23, 1921,

Hone Horace M. Touwner,
| House of %epresentoiives, .
%ahirigton, b, ©,

.

Ay deur Judge Tomer,- | , "t
Yours letters to iessrs. Baroelﬂ and Uoll were reed
by them in thotr rwpeetive houseg on the qth of Em'ch, with -
your request to meke your ledier o pert of the rocord, They
3 ' asked that their repli b‘s also entared in the record aps
} proved. <he ﬁepublicsn{;ninortty in the denate and House
 asked for o diviston of the question; that is to say, the
| , insertion of pour letter in the journel, s‘éparato j’ro’u“th'
inurtton of the reply of the Fresiding officer. That was
dented, end the minority was compelled to vote against ilw"
ingertion in the record of pour leticr es it could not i»-
dorse the answers of lessrs., Jar'cels and Voll, if they a#-
| serve that name, We think it well to explain our poaztuc#
- in the matter, thug ovoiding any miasunderstanding‘ thet
might artse beceuse of our refusal o vote in favop of th*l*.
mot ton re,farrcd to. Latn
«  U¥r, Barcelb confined himself to his r'arefully wﬁb
ten reply, but Mre Coll, cfier reading his enswor, imlg‘ |
in the gseme old indeprenBence song, with severe oritiofﬂz, 'I‘
if wot dsnunoiatton of yourself and others., You will ra-.
edide ihose staiements, besides an ¢ditortal in “The Jemo=
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ar&eia" Ur, Barcelé's paper, the evident purpose of which |
is oo quate the stotements in your leiier as bezng incons=

sistent wz#i your prepiously published utterances, and imr,*

some way to make you responsible Jor the Unionists' drec

ply et all, but the answer was left to the "Junie Central"

I advise you that you will not succeed in obieining a clear

\
is you will notice, Hesgrs. Bareels and Coll did not ra; ;?j‘ ‘
!
statement from our Unionist friends. ZThey will dodge any ‘
direet reply to your suggesiions, |
He, (the Portorrican Republzcans),fecl tha t your |
letter is the,first step in the right direction, ¥From = |
1904 to this hour almost every co# end word froﬁ the qf; ‘
ficiels in charge o) our business in Washington and here 1
have been the laying of the jfoundelion for the antiaﬁmeri; ‘
can sentiment in the Island, Our people have been led to |
believe that the government ai Woshingion and the politicel ;
leaders,’ both, Bepublicans and Pdmocrats, favor either the
independence scheme or a certain kind of dutonomous rule,
unéﬂmariaan in tdeal, 1anguagé and tradition., 7o defend
end foster 4mericen ideals'f?om 1904 to 1921 has been my
deaer Judge, for the Bepublicens of Forte £Lico, a task that
probebly no Continental 4mericen could ever realise., Our

people cannot understand how t¢ is thai the Unionist party .

is in power, os its aims and policies cre in cdnflict with

the wigies and purposes of the Nation, That was,' of course, .

impossible under the Spanish rule, and not only thet,' the
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“oppenents Qf'Spanish rule‘were treated as public enemies .
and traitors, without any overt act, or the uttering of

¢ single word éonveying the idea of disloyality to the

fleg and to the Fation. HNo doubi the péople at large are
well aware that the American rule is more liberel than the
Spanish, and more lotitude of expression is left for ori;
ticism; but whén'the candidates to the Senate and louse
heisted the so called Portorricen fleg from their poli;

tical platforms,’ ond openly advocaled independence as

their only campaign issue; when the Courts openly pro=-
tect the independentists and use the low es o club against “
the Bepub 1i cans; when the pu?lic officers, from the heads

of department to the janitors wear the litile flag in their
coats, then the laborer and pecsants neturelly accept the
truth of the battle cry of the Unionist Party: "Nosotros
somos poder”., (The government belongs to us) and being
ignorant ond weak, théy follow the secession banner. It
appeals to their pride, so they follow the officers beer=
ing the flag of disloyality, hoping thus to be in favor
with the government, In other words, the Unionist Party

ig not the majority farty bgcause the independeﬁce pro pa-
ganda aeppeals to the people,?butibecause the independen=
tists are the government; or rather, becouse the Gover-

nor belongs to them. If you are willing to change that
state of affairs you will see that the independence iaef
berg will speedily meli under the warm sun of trulAmeri=-
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cantism, |

The mistake of the Liepubli-an adninistration under
President Taft in dealing with the Unionist was to stop
their erying by giving lthem good jobs to swallew, It was
o mistake because the Unionists learned very soon how to
swellow and ery at the same time. ‘

Your letter is o warning to the people of Forto
Rico and may be considered an ultimatum to the Unionist
fﬂrty. It is in ccecord with your views expressed before
the Commitiee od Insular 4ffairs during the hearing on
the Jones Bill; but as I have satd befors, the Unionists
cleim that you have misled them, or rether that ybu in;.
duced them to believe in the impossibility of statehood,!
and the feasihility of independence; or at least qf‘peauu
liar étatus, similar to that of Canede or 4dusirelia, in
which the United States soveréignty would be noﬁinal, or
limited te international affairs, the letion holding the
Island for strategic purposes only. I have severcl times
celled the attention of our people through the press and
from the platform, to your siatement on poge 60 of the
hearing on H, B, No, 1818 of Feb, 26 and 28 and March 2,
1914 in fovor of stotehood for Forte fiico; but our good
Unionist friends ahide by your utieranece in pour addre;s
on the fldor of the louse when you said you hoped the =
next step for Forto £ico would be the enactment of her

own constitution,
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I am sorry to take so much of your time but I wish
to make some suggestions that I think important in the pre-
sent situction, |

: l. In order to put on end to the secession‘agif;;
tion, ¢ deeloration ie necessery from the Congress that
Porto £ico is aon incorporeted territory of the United ;.’
States and t¢ and will be forever an integrent pert of

he Union.

2. To place the offairs of Forto £ico under the
superviszon of the Interior Jepariment, especially now =
that our good friend, Senator Fdll//would cxeraise s galie
tary influence in the polztzcal affairs of the Island and
will aid us in solving the problems of developing our na-
tural resources (water falls, mines, fisheries, forestry,
survey of the Island, advance of the agriculture, ete),

3. The public Service Commission is a failure.

It is too large a body and the members of the same are too
busy te devote sufficient time to the important business
entrusted to them. The clective members do nothing. The
'OOmisgion ts in the hends of the sceretary. [ suggest a
commission composed of o Fublic Service Commissioner with
an ennucl selory of $5,000, 0 and two essociated members
(no more than two belonging to the same party) appointed
by the Gopernor with the advise and consent of the Senaole;

with ¢ per diem compensation; or with the commissioner of
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the Interior and the Attorney General,

You will remember when Hessrs. Poventud Bazén and_

myself appeared before the Vommiitee of Insular 4ffairs, _
‘we denounced the politicel gaome of the Unionist Farty aend

stated that i%ey were pOZSOPan the ninds of the péasaqigb
end the rising generatzon. Probubly at that time you sup=
posed our statements were dictoved by poliiical reasons,
You will see now thai we were right, and that Hessrs, Bar;
‘eelé and Vordova Davilc weré deceiving you. I want to
warn you now that they will t#z again to play the same

0ld game. Tou will heve observed }hat ifr, Cordove's wor@s

on the floor of the House explaining ithe enigmetic ceble=

~ grams hed not been endorsed by eiiher ihe Insular Senate

or the flouse., On the contrary, Hessrs. Barcelé and Goll'

statements are eniirely ot veriance wiih tuﬂt of #pr. uor-
daqg's*if you had noi requested them to insert your let=-
ter in the record, thus foreing in this EGJ e reply, you
would have been at this time induce by ¥r. Cérdove to be~
lieve thet his statements in Congress hed the senetion gf
the Unionist Farty, when in reality they hove been re pu=
dicted by the leaders.

Yours very truly,
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