Pebruary 9th, 1922,

Hon., Jose Tous Soto,
Ponge, P. R,

My dear friend:-

Now that Reily ies bamek in Porto Rieo, there is very
little about which I gan write, &t lesst by this meil. .

Priday of last week, before leaving for New York,
I bad a very brief telk with the Governor. I met him writing
some letters and when he got through and ceame over where ] was
sitting, he asked me about my talk with Secretary vecks. Of
course, 1 could not tell him all that was said in that eonver-
sation, and simply told him that the Secretary sasid that if
he should go back and make & sucgess of it, he would uphold
Reily. Righkt here, the Governmor interrupted me, ssking whe-
ther or not under the law he could "fire" the Attorney Gen-
eral as a member of the Horse Recers Boerd. I told him that
the three mombers being his appointees, not needing any
emfirmation, he conld "fire" them at his pleasure. HEe then
eaid thsat if he should have necessarily to appoint a Unlonist
in Mestre's place, and to thie I said that Dr. Glines was eap-
pointed as a Unionist, as he had publiely aligned himself wit h
that party. The Governor sasid the reason he asked that was
becsuse he wanted to appoint me in the place of Mestre. The
reason I mention this faot is just to ©how you how this man's
mind is still working, even today in the midet of so many dif-
ficulties anmd troubles, along the line of dismigsals end
appointments to office. He had no more interest in talking
with me, and said that I should see him some time later, but
88 1 wes leaving on the train at noon, 1 was unable to sece
him again., He stopped et the same hotel in Rew York where
I wae staying, but when I called him up in the evening there
was no answer given, and next morning when I met him before
ke left for the steamer, he seid that he had refused to
answer telephone calls, aus he wae avolding newspm er men.

When Nixon and I saw him on board he was lieing
in his bed all covered up with a blanket, stating thet he
felt very bad, He said that he had been offered a positi on,
paying $12,000 a year, and that he had a contraet for that
Job in his valige; that he d4id not see how, in his present
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physieal condition, he was going to be able to continue the
fight in Porto Rico, end that if the Unionists should con-
ti:;:‘ their foolishness, he would have to send in his resig-~
na . :

GCeigel's cable received yesterday, gave us the
news of the beautiful reception whick was tendered to Reily,
and T immediately telephoned it over to the "hite Houge, where
it was taken down by a stenographer 80 that the President might
read it. I went to see the Associsted Press, and they haed re-
ceived the news, saying that Heily had arrived with his arm
in & sling, end that he had seid that it would teke him a
year to ot better, and was leaving Huyke to aect as Governor
for @, I suppose that this last was done following &
th t which he disoussed with me while he was here, and of
which I wrote you. As to Relly's diesbled arm, unless he
fell on board ship, and had to use a sl v 1 don't remember
that he ever complained of having hurt either of hie arms
in the acoident, and during his trip from Xanses City to
Fashington, and all the time he was here, he used both
aerms freely and never, never had either of them in a sling,

‘I went to see Judge Towner yesterday and showed
him both cables, the one received from Geigel, and the one
from the Associated Press, eopy of which was given to me by
their man., Towner was very mmeh interested in the news anpd
said that he hoped that the Legislsture would not misbehave
with Huyke, but that in any event, he considered that the
days of Re &8s Governor were numbered, and he gave us to
understand that he wae still in the lead as a cand idate for
the position. .

I believe I told you in my last letter that I had
written Cenorsl Rawards regarding my conversation with the
Seeretary of War sbout his candidscy and I am now enclosing
herewith Edwards' answer, in which he states that he ie not
& csndidate. As to the gquestion he asks sbout a Vice Governor,
I sm smewering him that there is no swh office provided for

in ocar Organie Act.
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After my return from Hew York on Tuesday, I saw
Seeretary Weeks again for a few minutes end he told me that
ke kad erranged with the President for me to see him some
time next week, sné that 1 should get in towch with the Pres-
jdent's Secretery, which I did,and on Monday next 1 will know
what day of the week I shall be 2ble to see the President,
who i¢ giving only two houre a day now to interviews with
sn:onmul Congressmer, on secount of his poor physical
eoandit . .

I had visiting we in New York for e couple of days
Semator Coats of Seranse Lake, and he has decided to have kis
friends come out straight and work for him as & candidste for
Governor, and 1 am expecting today the Secret:ry of the
Hepublican Central Committee of New York and will go with him
to ses Senstor ¥adaworth snd sscertain how far he will go on
this subject. I have my doubte as to our ability in getting
any promise from the President. There is no certasinty as to
when the Governorship will be vacant, amd it will sll depend
upon uvd:zutc when the Legislature mests. ind you kmow
very well t this is a strong card to bes played by the
Unionists, hoping that they will succeed. There must be some-
thing in the air, for the Postmseter General told me yesterday
that he hed met Cordova Davila at the Capitol two days ago

"end he Jokingly asked him whether or not he had made up with

the Governor. Davila's answer was, "you will see in & few
days,” repeanting the sentence, and laughing.

There is not much more that I can write you re-

gard my business up here, except to say that Iglesias is
" ret ng on this same steamér, as he wante to be present

during the first days of the me ting of the Senate, so as to
take & hand in the discussion which will surely come up as to
Reily's appointments. Iglesias believes that I should stay
here until something happens, but I don't see thet I can well
do s0 vhen matters are in such an indefinite state.

Conditions, politieslly epeaking, are very dis-
appointing. The Pregsident is not making any headway in his
legislstive program, snd even the Republicans are divided
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88 to the beat course to pursue. And the Progressives, ajded
by the Demoersts, are planning to fight all his measures, know-
ing that the next Congress will not be 2o strongly Sepubliocsn.
Harding is going to have 2 very hard fight in his renominstion
and those politieiens who are &ble to analyze the situation,
compare the present state of affairs with thet which prevailed
in 1911 when Taft was Preeident. Therse is no gerious eomplaint
against the Harding administration, exeept that he has been
wesk, snd that many of his appointments have not panped out
well for the perty; and slso thet he has not tsken & decided
stand to further the imterests of hiz perty in the matter of
patronage. On the other hend, the President is broken down ,
both physieslly spd mentally. The strein of his of fice has
been very great and he is very mmeh worried over the physieal

. eondition of his wife, who ig gotting no better and who

never recdver her health, The President's hesalth has also
been impaired, snd it wee not that when a couple of
days azo he read his message to the joint session of Con-
{run that his voice was very low and sesrcely audible

0 many members in the Chamber.

Under these conditjons, mo one dares to predict
what happen within the next six months. an Preni dent
heretofore has been emtitled to a repomination, th very
fow exoeptions, but the ranmk snd file of the Hepublican Party
feel that unless things change for the better when Harding
firishes a trip sround the country, whiech he has under oon-
sideration, that they will have to face 2 decided oppesition,
some palling it indifference, asto the guestion of remominate-

ing Harding.

I hope I shall be able to give you better news in
my next lett~*, and thet I ghall be @ble to give you the deote
of my retum.

Believe me to remain,

Sineerely yours,
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P.S. After & talk with Mr, Blair, Commissioner of Internsal

Zevemie, 1 have the hope that we may still get Eloi
Estrads appointed Di rector of Prohibition. 1 told ir.
Blair thet when I left Porto Rico, I wes given to un-
derstand by Judge Udlin that & new man hed been ap-
pointed, and that he would go down same time in April..
That Mr. Estrada’s application hed been sent to Gov-
ernor Reily, but that the lstter told me that Com-
missioner Haynes had said that no Porto Rican would
be l:mltol. #nd that a new man from up here would
be g down shortly. For t}u reasan, when the
Governor asked me to endorse “r, Rogers for the
position, I hed not objeeted to the proposition, be-
cause 1 th?t 6% the fime that it was better to get
a man known to us than new man caming from here.
At the time I sccompenied the Governor to see « Blair
Iglesins was with me, and ¥r, Bleir esked me if I dia
not believe a native should be pointed because some
people were claiming that that e be done. HNot
want ing to embarrass the Governor, 1 told Mr. Blair
that 1 would prefer not to answer the question, and
the metter was not pressed. In my second talk with

« Blair, 1 explained to him my position end what
had transpired in the whole matter. He said that
it was true that the Commissioner (Haynes) beli eved
that it weas for the good of the service to send u
new men from here who should be secousinted with the
business, but that he (Blair) did not agree with
Haynes, for he thought the of fice belonged to a
man from the territory. That he did not beli eve
that bedause there nad been difficulties with Pes-

era that that should bar &ll ether Porto Ricans

om the office, because in this country he was
having many di fficulties in that same direction.
He asked me to see &r, Haynes and talk with him
about the matter, promising that he would also do
80, and would investigate the fi tness of kr.Rstrada

for the position, promising thet he would do the right

mn‘ in the matter, R.H.T.




