Februsry 1, 1922,

Hon. Jose Tous Soto,
Ponece, P, R.

iy dear friend:~

I am commencing to write this letter tol ay because
I am ;lnua‘to o tomorrow, Friday, to New York and anything
that 1 aay will be in the early morning.

- 1 sent yesterdsy a cablegram to Geigel, telling him
that Covernmor Reily was returning next Saturday, with the full
endorsement of the President, and thst I had womised him &
rousing reception on his arrival on the Jelend. This cable .
wes sent at Reily's request, and I knew that you would require

of this sort from me for publieation, but the real
truth is very different indeed.

Un Honday, Jenuary £9th, Reily hed a long interview
with “eeretary Weeke and when he left the Seeretary’'s office
his attitude wae entirely chenged. He looked @s if he had
lost his last and only friend, but it was impossible to get
enything out of him, except to say that the Seeretary wae not.
his friend, sand to complain more than ever before of his
physical inability to continue the fight in Porto Rico as
Governor. Thet same day he had a two-hours' talk with the
President, but he told me afterwarde that most of the talk
had beean on Missouri metters. FEe sald that the President
asked him when he was returning to Porto Rieo, and he replied
that he wae going back next Saturday, amd then the President
looked up & newspaper to find out whether or not there was
8 boat sailing earlier. This was the first talk with him
about his eonversation with the President, but afterward,
and 1ittle by little,snd as pulling teeth, I have gotten the
painful impression that hie return to Porto Rieo is
temporary, and that he is broken enti rely and quite a 4if-
ferent man fromthe one who came up in December. He hes ssid
frankly that if the Porto Rieo Sencte should not confirm his
appointees, he would immedistely resign; or if the Unionists
should continue the fight sgainst him, he would inmediately
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came bagk to the United States. To this, I answered him
that it was better for him not to go back to the Islsnd and
?onm his resignation, thus giving the President & chance
0 pick snother man, and to his friends now in Vashington
the opportunity of getting in toueh with his successor.

Although the Covernor has repeatedly, in our pres~
enpe, refused to talk to newspaper reporters, the papers late
last night and this morning have given out the news that Reily
kss stated that if his heslth should not improve, that he
would have to resign his post, amd that he wee depend ing on
the advice of Dr. Sawyer, the President's phgliuin, as to
whether he should or should not go basck to the lgland. It
is true that he told me this morning that he ecould not oo~
ceive how that was published in the papers, becsuse he had
not spoken to any newspaper on the subjeot, but the metter ie
absolutely in line with what he has been telling us sinece he
#ew the Feoretary of Var and the President.

Reily told me, after his talk With the President,
that he was sironger to&y with Harding than he ever wes be-
fore, and that he was entrusted the President to do mme
mﬁzul work for him regarding Miseouri polities, which
meant & lot to both the President and himself, and sdding
that to himself it meant more than the Covernorship of
Porto Rieo. Sure emough, Reily's attitude toward his

Porto Riean friends here in "meghington has entirely ochanged,
and we soarcely see him at all., He will go out in the morn-
ing and get mixed up with Missouri politicians and fongrees-
men, and some days, as yesterday, for instance, he did not
put in hig appearance until after midnight, when he came

to retire. For this reasmm, when I met him:' this morning
&t breakfast and he told me that his Republican friends in
Porto Rico should not worry, that whether he etayed one day
or one year in Porto Rico, he would still have something

to say the White House as to who hie successor should

be, and that he could aseure me that it would neither

be Towner nor Campbell, I told him that I could nmot see
what interest he would have in the future in Porto Rican
mnatters when he ceases to he Covernor, snd that I was get-
ting tired of hearing the Secretary of War, Judge Towner,
General MyIntyre, ani many others expressing their views

as to who should be Governor of Porto Rioco, without taking
into considerstion the views of the Republican leaders
themselves in Porto Rico, whom I believe had something

to say in the matter. Heily saw the point, and told me
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that whatever he did in the premises would be after due con-
sultation with us, but I told him that now that he was losing
interest in Porto Rico, wes the time when he should get to-
gether with both Iglesias and myself and see if he could not
give us some help ae to putting over & candidate of ours.

He said that he was sorry he could not do anything today, be-
cause he was off to attend to a2 very important metter pertain-
ing to Missouri.

I am writing all this so that you will see for your-
self that we not only have lost Reily, but even his mind is
not on his Porto Rican duties, but that he is preparing his
nest so that when he falls, he will do so in a soft spot.

' My interview with the Secretary of "ar, which was
fixed for last Monday, had to be postponed and I was to see
him yesterday, but his Secretary asked me to potpone it again
until this affternoon. I hope that I shall be able to add
somet to this letter regarding that interview, at which
time I will bring up the subject of the intended emendment
or reorganizetion of the Supreme Court, of which Geigel
cabled me, Of course, you know that this intervier with
Weeks is for the purpose of explaining to him more . fully
our proposed amendment to the Organie Aet in the matter of
allowing & eitizen to be candidate for ome office on more
than one ticket.

This morning I saw Seecretary Christian and tried
to arrange with him for an interview with the President
some time next week. Christian told me that the President
had been seeing meny people lately on Porto Rico metters,
but that I should see him again Tuesday morning end he would
try to arrange for Iglesias end myself to see him. The
‘health of the President today is not very good, and Seore-
tary Christien would not fix the date of the interview.

Yesterday I had another talk with Judge Towner,
and he was very much worked up when I told him that the
Governor was returning to Porto Rico with the full confi-
dence of the President. He said it was a pity and that
if that was the cese, he could not see how he could hold
back Cordova Davile any longer from introducing his resolu-
tion requesting am investigation of Reily's affairs, adding
that Davila had heretofore behaved very decently in this
matter. I toldhim that we had been scared so long and so
- many times by the said resolution, that I believed that the
quicker Cordove Davila introduced it, the better it would
be for every omne concerned, as there were 80 many lies and
unjust charges made in the said resolution, that it would
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be more difficult for the Unioniste to prove them than for
Reily to defend himself of the just ones, and that in many
of them the Republicans were ready to help Reily clear him-
self, Towner did not like this enswer of mine, and sald that,
of course, I had to take into consideration the embarrassment
that the introduction of that resolution would cause the ad-
mini stration here. But I replied to this that I had no con-
trol whatever. To tell the honest truth, Iglesies and 1 had
been talking the night before , after we noticed the ohnnr
in Belly's attitude, that it would be & good t if Davila
should introduce his resolution, as then the Presidmmt could
not help retaining 2 at his post and give him a chance of
clearing himeelf entirely.

I saw licIntyre again and when I told kim about the
Governor returning to Porto RMoo, he inguired whether I be-
lieved that the Unionists would be eapsble of doing something
rash to him, -m:g & demonstration against him on his arri-
val. I snswered Melntyre that I did not believe such & thing
would happen, but that 1 would be glad if such thing should
happen, s0 a8 to show what kind of people the Unionists are;

Both Towner and Helntyre have been msde to believe
by the Unionists that Reily is at the bottam of our election
contest case, and thet he promised Souffront to parden him
if he would testify in our favor, snd they have pointed out
the faet, as danm to feily, that Souffront withdrew his
appeal from the Supreme Court. I tried to explein to both
gentlemen all that I knew on the subjeet, but I could see
they were not convinced by my talk, and will have to depend
on whatever Documentary evidence we cen get to prove that, in
the firet plece, Souffront's attorney was Senator Iﬂaﬂo{h B

eir

tkat hie bondsmen on a in the Supreme Court, giving
names, were both Unioniets and that they withdrew the bhond as
soon as Souffront " ed" on them, apl for that reason,

&nd in the absence of dher bondsmen, Souffront withdrew his
gpneal., Inssmuch as Travieso has denied the faot that the
eity ever paid Souffront a wee sal during all the

time he had been in the pemitentiary, it wil' he necessary
to get this data from the auditor's office, whara the matter
was investigated at the instance of Governor Reily.

I am expecting an snewer to a letter which I
wrote last Monday, the Z9th, to Mr, Courtney, the hendwriting
expert at Detroit, Mich. I smplained to him all thaet is in-
volved in our slection o ntest cese, telling him that I had
Csborn's testimony, as well as the photographs taken by him
of the ballot, which I would meil to him if from the resding
of uz letter he was interested in studying the matter with
an object of going to Porto Rico, to testify in cur fvor
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incase we got & reverssl in the Supreme Court. As I ex-
et to 8 you & pable next week, in gase 1 should see
he President, I will add whatever infommstion I got re-

garding Courtney.

Regarding Iglesinsg' resolution, introduced in
both the Senate and the House, we hed = long talk W th Sen-
ator New, thoe Chairman of our Committee, to whom the metter
was referred, and the Governor was present. Ve had seen
Senator Brookhart before thet and ke wanted us to talk to
Chairman New regarding the agtion to be taken by the Com-
mittee, and 1 told Senator New that although T could not
{ﬂn 1 of the things thet were contained in the reso-

ution &t T knew they were true and Iglesiss goukd
prove ‘h‘l in case there was & hea on the resolution.
Senator New said that he had no objection to the resolution,
and he believed thet he could speak for the majority of hie
Committee, if it only contained suthority for an investiga~
tion of effairs in Porto Rico, but that both himself and
his Committee would never recommend the sdoption of a
resolution in which it was said positively thst gertain
sgtions had been committed in Porto Rico, because if those
things had happened, there was no nnun{ty of order an
investigation, at lesst, not making the Senate commit it-
self to such & statement,

By pmrru:u-nt Iglesins and Gompers had a
conference with Secretary Weeks on this resolution, amd
Genaral mn{:: wag present. Thieg was immediately after
Reily had spo to the Seoretary of Wer, 6 The Secretary
went over the situation and said that he had to admit that
he had been negligent in regard to affairs in Porto Rico,
but that he was willing to have em inveetigation made of
affairs by &« Committee t:point“ the President, and

he added that he supposed that both Gompers and Iglesias
were more interested in the economic and industrisl fea-
tures than in other mstters contained in the resolution.
Feithor Gompers nor Iglesiss committed themselves on the
subject, dbut simply ssked the Seeretary for some time to
consider what was the best thing to do, nnnf that they
naturally had to eonsult the wishes of those introducing
the resoclution in Congress. It seems that the sdministra-
tion would rather have the remclution stopred, but no mat-
ter what may happen, the attention has already been galled
to the many abuses ocourring in the Ieland during the last
admini stration of Yager, snd if an investi gation is made
at all, it will cover at leaet a period of ten years bsck,
including, of course, the Reily sdministration.
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Iglesiss told me that in the office of the Federa-

tion of Labor have already written out & bill covering
our sed nt to the Organic Aet regarding ellowing
of dates to be on more than one ticket for one of fice,

and it widl be ready for introduction soon after we ocan
eonfer with the Seeretary of "ar and the President about the
said apendment .

ir. Herrero told me today that Reily had sent a
cable to Acting Governor Huyke, stat that he was sailing
next Saturday, and asking for protection on his landing.

I want to say also that in one of oy laet talks with t he
Governor, he heas again changed his mnd regard ing Hartzell.
He now claims that Hartzell did not betray him, ag he found
out after his last talk W th the Seecretary of War,

Feb. 1, 1923, (Later)

I had & talk with the Secretary of "ar for more them
an hour. He commenced by asking me to pardon me for putting me

on and off the ouugmt 80 uzl.g. Then he offered me a
eiger, and in turn 1 asked him what had done to poor Govern~

or nchy that ever since his conversation with him (the Sec-
retary) he looked as though he had lost hie only friemd. The
feoretary smiled and ssid that he had only spoken plainly to
Redily, telling him that if he, the Seeretary, skould heve so
many troubles and brought to the door of the President so
meny protests in his department, the President should ask him
to resign, and if he didn't the President ought to remove hia.
He told Reily that the President had stood wonderfully for him
and he was #till standing for him and it was due to Relly to
reciprocate in kind apd help the President in the miserable
situation brought about by so blunders he had committed
in Porto Rico. Reily tried to defend himself, but the Sec-
retary told him that he wes not complaining of his good
intentions, but that in an administration what gounted was
resultes, and wnfortunately, the results in Porto Rico had
been mll against Reily's sdministrstion. Weeks sei d that

he spoke to the Govermor in that vein for a long time and
gounseled him to gonsider whether or not he should give up
his job and let some one elae try it, thus relieving the d& t-
uation amd giv an opportunity to the President to make good
in that one appointment. :
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Weeks said that Relly spoke tc him & good deal
about Missouri polities, snd thet he had to laugh when Redily
tried to make him believe that he was arranging to fix the
Missouri delegntion to the next Nstional Convention for the
nomination of Harding. He told Reily thet he hoped that he
wonld succeed, but the little he knew of politdes induged
him to believe that there was no mem capable of fixing a
delegation for & National caverntion two years hence, with
the sssurance that that delegation would stay put, He said
that Reily told him he was going back to the Island and tz
his best meke good and that if he couldn't, then he vould
resign. That he understende that Reily sfterward had a long
talk with the President, and that ae & result he has decided
to sail for his post next Saturday.

Weeks then touched upon different subjects. He
asked mo if I knew Mr. Osborm, the handwriting expert who had
been to see him on his retwrn from Porto Rico snd hed given
him & detailed secount of the election contest case, showing
him the ghotogrsphe made by him of the ballots and explaj ning

%o him the differences in the chotogrmhs of the marks for

the different candidates. I told him that I had seen the
photograghs and hed heard Mr. Osborn's testimony, and thet
that was one of the ressons of my trip, name , to try and get
snother expert who would testify in our behal?®, if we et a
reversal of the case on apreal., I then proceeded to e lein
to "eeks all the history of the eleations of 1920 and we
were informed soon after the slectioms that the différ
8plit ballots hed been stolen from us in three mwecinots
whare the Soeislist party had clear majorities, and in whieh
they had carried out & prearranged understand ing that the
said Soeinlists would vote our municipel ticket in the
elestion, and how I had made the motion soon after the elso-
tion in the Insuler Roard of Electione to have & recount -
and how the Unionist representetive on the Board hed o posed
it, ard how the Chairmn had decided the motion in g.gavox‘p.
end then ohenged his decislon overmight. And also that, %
complying witk the law, we gommenced our sult within the 90
daye prescrhbed byilaw and how the osse had Aragged on . . L
ageount of the change of Judges until November, 922, but A%
that we hoped that if we could get & nev trial eand an ex-
pert to E‘ down snd testify in our behalf, we would have the
case decided in our favor, ss all the othar topt imony was % )
for us, Woeks then said thst it was a common sgy ing in B!
:{ns o;nntry that experts snd liars belong to a class by b
engel ves. L '

‘A
\
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- Weeks spoke to me about the different problems
of the Island and ke thought they could be salved and he
sajid that he was going to try with the Shizpt:rnoud and see
if they could not arrange the sending of steamers to Porte
Rico, making tours to take down good people from the north
who would become iaterested in uvutI:, apd in uvoming
the Island. ¥e spoke of the probleme education, he
told me that that wes one feature that should be fought for

- vigonously by thes Porto Ricans, and he agreed with me that
‘our Fesident Commissioner should apply himself o the task

- of ptth’ Congress to sppropriate 2 fixed sum for a number

/ of years in help in edugation, eepecially in the English

; language. WYeeks also spoke of the negessity of he apecial

; wchools in Porte Rico to train women in domestic serviece, such

/s maids and servanis, as this is one of the problems in this

I

eountry, especially in “sshington, where it is diffiecult to.

':ot white help. And he told me his troubles inm that regard
/7 4dm his own household.

Weeks ke t0 me about the investigestion asked

/i /- by Iglesiss and said that slthough he did not agree with
T EE Mrrn in many things, he hed had & very interesting conver-
::t on with him on this subjeet and he promised him to study
the matter and see what could be deme.

We then spoke 2bout candidates to succeed Reily.
'/ He told me that he had seen the name of Generasl Edwards men-
‘s tdoned in the papers, although he head no knowledge that Ed-
' wards' name wss considered mt all by the President, but that
‘"he believed that Edwards, by resson of his long dealings with
. lour affairs, would make an excellent Govermor., I then told him
. that the President had said to me,before the selection of Reily
-1 for Govermor, that he would not consider ayy military men for
,  the posjtion, because he did not believe in military men gov-
/ erning eivil comamunities, Weeks said that this was a theory
! 4in this ecountry, but that in practice military men head given
/ S&ttor results in governing certain commmities than the

& 3
/ /
i
/
&
y /

! pobliticisns had givem, and he mentioned General ¥ood, Governor
Y/ of the Canal Zone, and the Chairmen of the Commission
[ 4n the Distriect of Columbia, stat that in none of those
' jnstances was there any trouble whatever. He said that the
/ %rouble with Reily had been that he had meddled too much in
/ Agesl, small politieal affeivs, when the Govermor of Porto Rico
© 'should unde @ to be the Governor of the whole country,
/ giving every party ite dues, but not taking sides with any.
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¥e then took up the matter of the amendment to the
Organie Aot t0 correct the amendment made to our el ection law,
and we went over the whole situstion, and he ssked me to leave
with him the papers which you had given me with the suthoritfes,
for him to study and take up with the President. I also spoke
to him abonut the osble received from Ceigel regarding the in-
tended ¥WhHll regarding the rn:guiutm of the Supreme Court.
I told kim that the business the Court was such that in my
belief the five Judges were able to trammect it and have a
clean desk when the court takee it annual vaeation, as 1 knew
that many of the Judges never hed any case pending end I dfdm't
se¢ the necesaity of the extra expense of greating two new

‘Judges for the Court. Weeks said that he thought that if nim

Judges ware sufficient for the supreme Bench in these big
United States, five ought to be smply sufficient for small
Porto Rieo. He then asked me if the metter would have to

come to the approval of the President, and when I explained
to him it would have to come to the President if the Governor
vetoed the bill amd the legislature then should pass it over

- his veto, and he said that the President wounld take care of that

matter if it ever came up.

I told the Segretary that I was having trouble in
getting an =ppointment to wee the President next week ani that
I wanted to talk with the Presidesnt sbout diffeorent mattevs
before I left for Porto Rieco, and he told me that on my return
next Tuesday from New York, 1 should telephone his of fice
and he arrsnge 1% with the President's Seeretary, so
that 1 should have no trouble in getting the interview,

I then touched upon the subject of the sttornay

General, and Wecks told me that & change was now due, and that
if Reily hapoened to make good snd in Porto Rico, he would
get another Attorney General, but the trouble wee to get &
suitable man, I t ht it expedient to bring up the conver-
sation regarding our friend, Senator Costs, end teld the
Seoretary all thet I knew sbout the Senator snd how our ter-
ritorial committee had endorsed him for the position. Weeks
asked me to tell him more about the Senator, and I did, stat-
m t'at he was an intimate friend of both Sgnator Wedsworth

‘Assistant Segretary "ainwright, with whom he had been in
the Legislasture in Albany; slsc that he had the backing of
the New York organiszation and that Nationsl Committeeman
Hillee would orse him when the time comea., I added, never-
theless, that Senator Costs would never dream of abandoning
kis office to accept & position se Attorney General that only
peys 35000 in & st e and far gountry, but that he was w 11~
ing to make the sacrifice in the belief that he could mske
good and then be available to suocceed the Governor whem the
plaece should become vacant, Weeks told me he was very much
pleased with my recommendation and that he would take it
under advisement and he urged me to bring up the subject
to the President when I see him next weeck,
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On the vhole, T believe that the comversation
with Yeeks was very intercsting and I want to say that, if
he told me the truth, I gained the impression that there was
nod &t present who could clsim that the President was con-
sider him seriously to succeed Reily. I also gained the
impression that if the impossible should happen, that is,
that Reily should mske good when he goes beok to Porto Rieco,
that he would be retained at his post as Govermor. There is
nothing more I esn write you sbout today.

Sincerely yours,




