May 4th, 1928.

Honorable Jess Tous Hote, Y
Ponce, Porto Rico. _

My dear friend:-

, At the stnrt, so that vyou and my son may take
due notice, let me asay that any eablegrams sent to me h::g ban
be addressed simply "Todd, "ashington", and have them sent through
the Prench Oable Co., and that will be sent to the Postal (falle
Company here. I registered my name and paid 02,50 for it, amd
I hate to be receiving cablegrams with long addresses, costing
you money, unnegessarily. The All-America Company would not
know my ¢able address. v

. At this writing there i@ nothing new io report,
except that yesterday morning as I was having my broeakfast at
Childs, Secretary Hull came in and sat with me. He told me that
he had been sdvised by cable that le had a veri sick sister, but

' on arriving in Wew York he had been informed thet she was resting
fairly well and that brought him here te Washington, where he
expected to remain & couple of days., I didn't believe the story.
When he asked me gbout the news, I sailed aleng in essy waters
and avoided shoals and deep water. Later in the day I left him,
as I had business with the Department of Labor and I afterward
left word at his hotel that he should come and dine with me, and
g0 he did. V¥e met at the Hational Committee rooms, where he gat
down to write a cablegram, which took him aome time. He later
told mle that he had geen the President, but he did not offer auny
explanation of his interview and I did not ask him anything,

- I did notice that he was not over-cheerful and this gave me an
) inkling that his talk with the Presiient had not been very sat-
isfactory.

Hull told me that he had seen Thanton also and
had spoken to him plainly sbout the situstion and counseled him
not to go back to the Island; at least, in an official capamcity.
This morning very early Shanton came to @ee mo at the hotel and
told me of his talk with Hull, snd he also got the impression
from his tslk that Hull did not get much satisfaction in his in-
terview with the President. 3Shanton elasims that Relly has double-
erossed him, and that if he ever raeturns to Porto Rico and is
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called to testify befors the grand jury, he will give such in-
formetion againat Reilly that will do him a groat deql of harm,
Regarding the stery about whioh I wrote you in my lest letter
goncorning the ¥bbitt House, he told me that he had seen affi-
davites touching ¢ is aubjaoé Which were in the hands of a friend
of his, who also had many other affidavits regarding other things
goncerning Reily's life in Uanaas City. Of sourse, we are no
concerned with these matters, except as they confirm ouy eatimate
of the man, after dealing with him so int imately,

I received this morning » cablegram from my son
requesting an anewer to the one he sent mé on April 30th, and 1
did answer today, saying that the Administration would not send
down any one, meaning as requested by the Attorney tleneral. Re-
garding the article in the World's Work, published by La Jemoora=
eia, I answored to let that alone and wait for my letters, which
would explain the situstion, which 18 ot this writing unchanged,

As to the memorandum which you gave me regard-
ing Captain Smith of the Parmers Loan Bank, this Captain Smith
wag the man sent down to Porto Rice to investigate cond it ions
for the establistment of such a bank, but I understend that he
i8 not going back, and that ansther mén, a banker, hu® been ap-
pointed and will shortly leave for the ITaland, He is an in-
timate friend of Senator Wantsen of Indiena, and as soon as he
somes %o town before sailing, I will have 8 talk with him touch-
ing all the subjects of yonr memorandum.

This morning while I was waiting to be re-
eeived by Judge Towner, who was engeged with some ether people,
Gordova Davila telephoned, requesting permission to bring a
prominent Porto Riean to sse the Judge, Yo was told that the
Judge eould not see hm until four o'elock this afternoon, I
afterward walked with the Judge from his office to the Fouse
end we exchanged views on the situation and he t0ld me I should
gome back this afternoon abeut five snd he Would tell me what
Cordova and this Porte Rican wantod with him. In fact, the Judge
wants me to see him every day and let him know what I have found
out. He 18 positive that the Presidert will not aet in the
Relly matter until he has received the confic¢ ential report from
hia friend who went to Porto Riee to find out things for him,

You asked me for the names of the towng where

 there will be vaeant Posi 0ffices in the near futvre:

Coamo Juan ¥, Rivera (Rep.) Jept. 5, 1922,
Fajardo Manuel &, Pacheco (U,) » 5, 1922,
Lares Pablo Vilella, Jr, (U,) - b, 198g,
Rilo Piedras Rodulfe Rlanco

Rep,) " b, 1982,
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Hon. Joze ™ous 3Zoto . g B - May Bth, 19g2.

This morning I called on Judgs Towner to talk
to him about & letter which I roceived yeaterday from my son re-
garding ths Governor's investigation and there he showed me, cone-

identially, & letter which he had just received from Martin Travieso

in answer to one from the Judge, I Suppose in the ssme strain ss the
letter he wrote you. Travieso's letter c¢laims to have received
Towner's by a delayed mail, snd that he had no time to write as
extensively as he would desire on the"unfortunate situation brought
about by opposing factions". These are "ravieso's words, but he
promises the Judge that on the 10th he is eoaming up to Vashington
and will then heve a confidential talk, and in the event that he
should not come he will then write him extaonaively., Of course, you
know "ravieso's way of tskingz up all these matters, -- never commit-
ting himself and mlways on the fence., Towner conasiders his coming
up as unfortunate, as he gupposes that Travieso will try to defend
Peily before the Administration.

On agcount of heavy rain storm yesterday, it
9eems that the prominent Porto Rican who was to call on Judge Towner
with Davila did not show up at all, and I am still ignorant of who
he may be. ’

This mo:ning I had a tolephone call from Sec-
retary Veeks asking me to call tomorrow at eleven A.M, T suprose
he will then arrange for our tslk with the President. I am 1o ses
the Attorney General tomorrow also, and will try to find out what
his opinion is in regard to the investigation sent to him by Mestre.

‘ : decrstary Hull is leaving town this afternoon,
and T have been unable to get anything out of him, but Shanton,
whom I saw this morning, told me that he had seon Hull yesterday
and his impression was that Hull didn't get mueh out of the Prag-
ident regarding Reily.
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Nothing more today, and believe me,

F Yours very truly,




