PERSONAL.

Honorable Arthur F. 0dlin,
Judge, United States Court,
MAYAGURZ, Porto Rico.

My dear Brother 0dling-

Ever since you came to my office and jumped
on me for having appeared in your Chambers together with
other persons in Shanton's behalf, I have failed to be in
touch with you, although I know that our minds have heen
working in the same direction,

While T am writing about this appearance in your
Chambers, let me tell you a storys

One evening about two weeks after that occurrence,
I had ‘occaslon to call on the Governor and in the course of
the conversation, he told me confidentially that, Cel, Jarvis,
himself and myself had been severely criticized for our action
in appearing before you, Of course, I told him that any cri-
ticism of my action should he done direct and when I gave to
understand that it was the President who had written him about
the matter, he made it clear that it was not the President and
inti mated that it was the Secretary of War, I said that if I
ever was criticized direct I would know what to answer in ex-
planation of my behaviour on that occasion,

This story of the so called criticism has its
bearing now,

: Yesterday morning I called on the Gbavernor and he
brought up the question of the praessure which was being brought
on him from Washington for the re-appointment of Col, Shanton
and he handed me a letter which he had just received thru the
mail, written by a mutual friend in behalf of Shanton, Wt a man
who is not in the Government service at all, After reading the
letter I told him that I did not see how that letter can he
taken serioumly as the man did not know the facts in the case.
He then told me that he had receibed a cahlegram from the Se-
cretary of Var, recommending the reinstatement of Shanton and
that he had replied that it was impossible for him to comply
with the request and referred Secretary Weeks to a letter whieh
he had written before the receipt of the cablegranm,
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I then asked the Governor if he was acquainted
with the fact that the Colonel had approached certain
Sugar Centrals before leaving for the States in quest of
money amwd promissing in lien thereof police protection
when he returned to Porto Rico, He said he knew about
these facts and he also knew that an intimate friend of
his (the Governor) has loaned Shanton $1,000.00, He also
sald that another friend eof his told him that shanton, dee
fending himself of the charges, sald that the fight was made
by the "whisky ring®" at the head of which was Governor Reily,
Reily also sald that he had found out that Shanton had de-
ceived him in many of his official informations and so forth
and I then had to tell him that I did not see how in the
face of all that, he could afford evem to think in the re-
appointment of such a man, to which he said that if the
Secretary of VWar commanded him to do so, he could not help
doing it and then it was that I turned to him and sald:
Pid you not telle me® some time ago that the Secretary of Vap
had criticized dIou, Col, Jarvis and myself for appearing
before Judpze 04lin, requesting clemency for the Colonel?
The Governor saw the point took it down to write it to
Washington,

I then told the Gevernor that Shanton Wwefore leaving
for Vashington had approached me with thé request that I should
write the Governor a letter recommending his re-appointment
and that T should get a similar letter from Senator Tous Sote,
ghan ton explaining that he had been promissed similar letters
from Barcelo and Iglesias, Y told shanton that 1f he had the
promigse of those two letter; I did not see why he needed any
more letter and wvhen he insisted I told him plainly thathe
could not expect any letters from me and I was sure that Se-
nator Tous Soto @hddsi-never write such a letter., The conver-
sation was very heated and 7 had to tell him that I had been
agquainted with mostly all of the evidence that were kept in
the Federal Court., He then told me that the 64 hottles of
liquor for which he was sent to jall, had been used when the
Congressional Committee came down on a vislit{ and he was ordered
by the Reception Committee to place two hottles o hrandy in
each stateroom (which statement I flound out later was a lie,
because this visit of the Congressmen tuok place in 1919 and
the seizure of the liquer did not happen until 1921,)

To my surprise, when I came pagk, ig uyY 0fTHFR+TRE Aks
‘z’:’aé Tound it inas™ #P%: N Manton last night for the



lionorable Arthur ¥, 0dlin. - 3 - March 30th, 1922,

first time since the day he arrived here, He has been busy
rounding up his rriends and hringing such influence as he
could for reinstatement as Chief of Pollce, He told me that
Mosses wired 0dlin, asking if he (0dlin) would obhject to
shanton's reinstatement, and said 0dlin replied that he cer-
tainly would not approve., Yesterday moming, Shanten called
on Secreotary VWeeks and presented his case and made an appeal
for reinstatement. He was accompanied by Gon, Perdhing, Genm.
Harbourd, Assistant sSecorctary Wainright, and ether friends,
he says, and hefore leaving, the Seecretary asent a cablegram
to Relly saying that he would appreciate it if shanton was
reinstated, This 1s Shanton's story to me, He says, at the
Department of Justice he was told, that in the opinion of the
Departuent, he got a raw deaf,”

This morning hemnett came to see me with the story
that around town it was said that sShanton had heen re-appointe
ad, a fact which I found out later when I saw the Governor,
that it was not true and I could see by the Governor's face
that he was honest in his denilal,

Another thing: May be rumors don't get so qulekly
to your ears, Confidentially, I will tell you that the Go-
vernor, aftor hav a meeting with several Unionlst sena-
tors in Mr. Gonzale'z house at Salinas last Friday, met in
that same house yesterday Don Antonle Barcelo and had a long
talk with him and the Gevermor did not return to San Juan
until 4 o'clock this moyning, The resilt of the conversation,
I have heen unable to Lind out as the Gov ernor was very husy
vhen I saw him thls afternoon, but I appose that Barceleo
exacted from him more than the Governor ls willing to concede,

I am sorry we are not near so that I could have a
chat with you, but some day when you come to San Juan I hope
you will honer me with a visit and I will let you know, IT
in the memntime you soe Mayor Wells, he will tell yeu lots.
suffice to know that the Mayor is dlspusted,

Let me hear f'rom you If you have gpare time to do so
and belleve me to remain

Very tmly yours,
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April 19, 1933

PERSONAL,

Honorahle R. H. Todd,
San Juan,

Porto Rico.

My dear Mr. Todds

n I am very anxious to know what your views
are regarding the present crisis. We are all great-
ly distressed over recent devslopments in the Island,
Is it possible for the President longer to support
the Governor? :

Will you wriﬁe me in confidence what your
view of the case is 65 its merits and what you would
advise under the circumstances?

Thanking you in advance, and with kindest

" personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
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Honorahle Arthur F. Odlin,
United States Judge,
San Juan, Porvo Rico.

My dear brother 0dlin:-

A I sm writing you confidentially, and this
means for zg% alone. I had my telk this morning with the Sec-
retary and although it was interrupted several times by long
distanoe telephonse ealls, it was sufficiently long to cover
half of the subjects in issue. I had made up in my mind the
way in which I thought I should bring up the subjecis in our
gconversation, but, of course, Weeks, who was expecting me, had

“ also made up his mind as to what he wanted to know, and, there-

fore, he got his mind clear right off, and I had to 18% mine

:  rent for the next interview.

1 t0ld him that my trip was the result of
the several last happenings in order to find oul how matters
stood, a8 well as to have a heart-to-heari talk with him and
if he saw fit that I should do so, also with the President.
The subjeot of the grand jury investigatlon was taken up
thoroughly in all its phases, including what connect ion
Collamo, Mestre, Bonner, and Foote had in the whole affair.
mhe Secretary wrs amazed when he heard that Bonner had bsen
dismissed from his position as bank examiner and wanted %o
know what kind of man Bonner was and how he was regarded in
our community. He salso wanted to know all about Collazeo, 4if
Reily's story was true abont the bribe business and what his
business was up here. He also wanbted to know who counseled
Reily to go to Salinas and meet Barcelo in Gonralez house,
He slso wantod to know all about the Shanton affair.

I am not going to encumber this letter with
& long story of every subject, for you know very well what my
talk w#as Lo be on each subject, and I did not leave anything
unsaid. The Secretary told me thal he had received on Monday
a ocable Prom Reily requesting authority for tue appointment of
Shanton to 8 position paying from $2500 to $2000 and tha® he
hed answered that he could not see where he had anything to do
with that, but he thought that if Shanton was unnfit to be re-
instated in his old position, he was also unfit for any ther
job in the insular government. Here the Secretary remarked
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that evezy time hﬁfreceives a letter or a cable from Reily
he gets more-and more convinced that the man is unfit for
the position he is holding.

Our conversation lasted more than half an hour sna
a8 the Seoretsry had olher angagements for the morning, I told
him that I had many ot her subjeacts to bring up to his attent ion
and T did nol see how I could take up all of his time. He then
8aid he could appreciate it and that he had made up his mind
thet the best thing to do was to have me g0 with him to the Pres-
ident and lay the whole situation bvefore him,frankly, but that
as the President is now out of town the aonversatio, will not
take placn until next week, and that he warted me to tell the
Prasident everything, because the President had reached the
point where he would have to act in a decisive manner.

I must tell you that I had a long talk with Jud ge
Towner in New York the day after I arrived and he told me that
things looked very bad for Reily. That there were insistent
exrressions of a desire to bring in the Houwe a resolution for
impeachment againat Reily and he could not see how that could
be avolded and voted on favorably, after so many things had
been piling up against the man, And, of course, the only way
0 avoid this would be for the President, well apprisad of the
#ituation in Porto Rico, to decide to bring him home, thus
avoiding alse any subsequent action in Porto Rico on account
of the grand jury's findings.

You can understand, after reading this letter, the
delicate position in which I findmyself. I heve no intent ion
of knocking Reily; on the cohtrary, I want to defend him as mue h
28 posaible, but wvou know that hisg Prosition is undefensible,
Public sentiment here is all against him and the wonder is how
the President has atood so long by a man who is discrediting
the good Ameriecan name in sueh an important position as Governor
of one of our territories. I have mnde it clear to the Secre-~
tary, and I expect to do so to the President, that both the
Republican party in Porto Rico and the Governor's friends, are
‘upholding him and will continue to do so as long s8 the Adminis-
tration keeps hina in Porto Rico, but unfortunately, Relly will
not follow the advice of his friends and we are sometimes nower-
less in our good desire to guide him,

Shanton is still here, and I am going to see him to-
night and expeot to hear lots of "hot air,"

’ I had another letter frém Pettingill today in regard
to the Tudgship and he refors to a letter which he received
from you. He had not vel received the lettsr which I wrote him
from New York, telling him that I had gent you his first letter,

Believe ne to remain,
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t AN OﬁgN LETTER TO EXODUS
JOHN L. GAY: GMSOPR--USDA--VNC. 20-16.
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Exactly' 40 years have passed since I wus admitted to the
Bar. TFor 32 years I have been in practice, more or less
active, in 8 different jurisdictions; and the other 8 years
were spent on the Bench, two distinct appointments to Courts
of peculiar importance. This experience has brought me into
unusual contact with &2ll sorts of District Attorneys, scat-
tered from Porto Rico to the Philippine Islands: and while I
have met quite a number of incompetents who were truthful,
and a very small group of competents who were untruthful, T
can recall not one except yourself whom I regard as hopelessly
incompetent as well as destitute of truth.

So far as the incompetency is concerned, our Heavenly
Father will forgive you: because he caused you to be made that
way: but the sin of falsehood is something very different.

I have learned since I left Porto Rico on June 8th, how
Q\ you succeeded in your effort to have a change made on the
Y Federal Bench instead of the change which I demanded in the
x_lx\position of District Attorney as a condition for my own re-
N pointment. This was done by misleading a new and inexper-
%%ipnced Attorney General at Washington, who was led to believe
that I had become mentally deranged; and in this subtle
propaganda I am told you were ably aided by Governor Van Deusen,
Captain Towner, Major General Cordova Davila, Admiral Tous Soto
and other distinguished statesmen who were naturally displeased
to see a Judge on the Federal Bench at San Juan whom nong of
them could control. .

And then, not satisfied with winning this bunco game at
Washington last May, you learn of my success in promptly
acquiring law business of importance and of handsome financial
benefit to me in Florida, which caused me to rejoice instead
of weep over my separation from the service, so that you seek
to injure me by reporting in San Juan in July or August that I
am in an asylum or sgnitorium at Atlanta under treatment for
serious mental disorder. I insist that the Bar and the Public
of Porto Rico shall know the facts. In the year 1918 I was
for a time a patient of the very able Doctor Bates Block in
his private sanitorium at Atlanta, because my own physician
in Floride was puzzled to account for several sudden spells
of faintness which approached at times a collapse. And I did
submit to an operation early in 1918. I had all my teeth ex-
tracted. And ever since that time I have been so fortunate
as to enjoy sound health. If you would go to Atlanta and have
your brains extracted, Mr. John L. Gay, there would be one
change and only one change in your own status. But it would
be beneficial. You would cease to be untruthful. Otherwise
your few friends would observe no difference.
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Open Letter to John L. Gay -

But I have not touched upon thc real meat of this
letter. What you say about me disturbs me not one atom:
on the contrary it rather amuses me. Think of real lawyers
(not imitations like yourself and Henson and Wells) such
as Charles Hartzell, Jaime Sifre, J. Henri Brown, former
Judge Peter J. Hamilton, Don Cayetano Coll and many others,
practicing for over four years before a deranged Judge
and not one of them observed any sign of derangement. And
the entire Bar endorsed this deranged Judge unanimously
for re-appointment. Yet you and Dr. Van Deusen and Dr.
Towner and the other alienists made it known to Dr. John
Garibaldi Sargent at Washington. What a reflection on the
intelligence of the Bar of San Juan, Ponce and Mayaguez'!'l!

The real purpose of this letter concerns an honest
loyal public official, John T. Barrett, who has exposed
your own unworthiness and whom you are now denouncing as a
crook and boasting that you drove him out of Porto Rico,
and that he does not dare to come back for fear of an in-
dictment, and so forth and so forth. 7Yet you were told by
Barrett a dozen times in my presence that he would not stay
in Porto Rico unless I stayed, - that I as Judge was his
only vrotection against your own abuses. So when the time
came for & re-organization of the Prohibition forces under
General Andrews, I personally placed before the latter all
the facts in regard to Barrett's worth and your own lack
of worth. Barrett merely asked to be sent as far away from
John L. Gay as possible. And what did General Andrews do?
He sent Barrett to Honolulu, where he is now happily located
and busy at work with congenial co-workers in the U.S. Court
there. Let the public know the facts.

Arthur F. Odlin.

Athum & O Al

Amherst Club, New York City,
September 30, 1925.



