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May Znd, 1922,

Honorable e Touns Hote,
Ponze, P i i, Rico.

¥y dear friend:

Your letter of April 85th, togothsr with the copy of
the gsamse date to Judge Towmey, came to hant this morning.

There is very little to report at this writing, except
that a letter roeceived from my son this morning swupplements the
news conveyed in yours., 1 received yesterday a cablegrom from
my son, telling me, confidentially, of what has tranaspired from
the invantigation made by the Department of Justice in the Reily
affair, and how much evidence t ere is to bring the matter be-
fore the noxt Orand Jury in the form of an imdicetment. I had
this written out in long hend and showed it to both Seceretary
Weeks and Judge Towner, and the Beoretary told me that there
would be nobody going down to assiat the Atlorney Cenersl in
the inveatigsution, as Relly undoubtadly would be brought home
before anything should happen to him that would he fatal, He
told mo that just before I errived a confidential friend of
both the Presldent and himmelf, who 18 & Genersl in the United
Stat os Arny, had been sent down in a eivilian capacity teo try
and gather information regarding Reily. And as soon as this
information was in the hands of the President, he would sct,
in the premises, 0f coursa, you know thxt this man cannot
help getting the right information, if ho starts right, =nd
approaches the proper pnsople.

Your mnswer to Judpas Towner was very pgood. Ye had

‘gleo written me at the same time snd I slso saw an anawar he

rocei ved this morning from 8ifre, Jr., which more or less told
him the gseme thing that you did, if not with =0 many detalls,
Aftor what 1 have written to you, you will resndily understand
how deeply intersfited Towner hams become in this sudbject,

After I wrote you last, a frisnd oanlled my attention
to the May iasue of the World's Work, in which there is an ar-
ticle on Porte Rieco and in which my letter to the Editor and
his reply fo me are given much prominencge. The article is an
atteok on the President for hia appointwent of Relly, After
regding the article, T took ovcasion to write the Covernor a
letter, telling him what I thought of the whole affair and be-

- gnuage I wanted to have something in my files to whow how that
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letter was ever written and by whom. I am onclosing herein a copy
of my letter to the Governor and I wani to say that when I handsdit
to Seoratary Weeks, he threw up his hands and seid that that was
the 1imit. I told him that he would be sblo to see by that how
much we have hed to endure, and how sueplelous we were that some-
th ing worde might happen at any minute.

I am gled thit the convention was postponed, as it would
have bean very dif fioult for you fellows Lo do anything in the un-
settled condition in which we are now. Let us hope that we will
have a elean bill of health for the date on whioh it will be held.

. 1 had promised Reily that I would keep him posted by
every mail of how things were pregresving, but after I have read
your letter and see that he is 8til) nuspicious of what I might do
here, I have deoi déd not to write him any more. The truth is also
that after the publieation of the sarticle in the World's Work, I
don't feel the snne way as 1 felt when I left Porto Rico. And
that you know that my feelings then were not very friendly. of
course, fer from my intention to do anything hamful to the man,
as thai would amlse be against the positive instruct fons I received
from my friends., Outside of Sooretary Weeks and Judge Towner, to
vhom I have baen very frenk, I am telling everybedy what a wonder-
ful Governor Reily has made and how successful he has heen in
making the Unionist party drop their plank for independence and
conceal the 1ittle flag which used to be waved over "Old Glory".

I muet be frank to say that no one believed me when I sEeak in
defense of Reily. Tven the young lady who ia writing this letter
for me smilingly tells me that she hatos to write & lie, 8uch as
this, as she can't believe what I'm telling her, 1In faot, no one
here takes Reily seriously, as he has bacome a joke and everybody,
when he opens his morning paper, expeots to find some headl ine
saying that Reily has broken loosne again with some new orazy

action.
I have taken notice of the different suggestions made

“4n your letter. But I want to aay to you that Judge Towner has
" gssured me that there will be no legislation this year abovt

Porto Ricvo, with the axaogtion of the amendment to our organic
sot giving the loeanl courts concurrent jurisdiction in the matter

of prohibition.
I receivod a clipping from "La Demooracia", publishing a

letter from ite anorrespondent here, in whihh it is sald that the

Committee on Insular Affiars of the House had decided to take up
favorsbly the Camphell Bill; that Judge Towner was for it; that

the Administration was for it, and in fmet, that it is a sure
thing that it will pess, Judge Towher, to whom I spoke on the
subject, tells me that there hes not been such a decision by the
Committee and that the only thing he ‘did was to promize (ongressman
Camvbell that there would be a hearing on his measure; thet neither
he (Towner) neor the administration was for the bill and no one was

authorized to convey the contrary impression. I have found out
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from anothey source that even lir. pavilae is not for it, although

he will not say 20 publicly. It is understood thet he was not
gonsulted when Barcelo snd (uerra wrote the blll and gave it to
Cempbell to be introduced. The reteronce made by the eorrsspondient
as to the Nolan bill is alse unauthorized, as I have been told by
Towner. In fset, there will be no hearings at all and whenevor
there l&\ould be any hearings they will be on all the bllls.

T had & cablegram this morning from Luis Castre, in-
terproter of the Federal Court, requesting that I endorse him
for Marahal. I want your advice on'the mub ect, but I muet aay
to you that I found out yesterday that the President some {ime ago
gave instruations to all heads of departments that before appoint-
R ing te any office im Porto Rico, thoy should consult Reily. I
it believe thet this was done at the raeguest of Reily himself.

I will try snd get all the data which you has asked for
and enclose it in my next letter.

. 1 forgot to mention the fact thet & few aays ago I met

, pavila in the War Department @and he came up to speak to me and I
made up my mind to liaten to him and give no infowmstion whatever.
Wwhen he spoke of the aable to the Preaident signed jointly by

S Barcelo and Reily and said that Rarceelo had authorized him te
deny that he had autherilgzed the sending of such a eable and that
the only thing which was discousged was finencial matters, I &old

r him thet Barcelo had fooled him because I had seen the original

eablegrem signed by both the fovernor and Barcelo. He wondered

i{f the signature was not & forgery and I teld him thet it was not

because I was very well acquainted with Bargelo's signature and

1 wag certain that 1t was genuine. “hen he wantaed me to

tell him whet was the reading of the esble. and I told him, and

; he could not maite it out. He told ne pouiiivoly thet his Irwtruo-

tions from Barcelo wera to quit his attack on the Governor be-

csuge that hed bhoen the beals of the gso-6nlled underainnding be-

twesn Reily and Bareelo, but tiat he had refused entirely 10

comply with such inatructions and had made 2{ his mind to cen-

tinue tha fight to the limit. He said that the very accepltarnce

of Relly of such conditions, that is 1o say, the aropping of the

eharges ageinst him both here and in Porto Rico,should be suf-

fiolent evidence to préve that the man was unfit to be Governors

pavils complimented me for our letter to Reily, saying that 1t

was & manly act on our part and very timely. 'I‘ho only thing

parila got from me wad the statement that no matter what he and

b nis friends did in the fight agninet Reily that we would sustain

him to the limit and as long a3 the Administration kept him as

the exeoutive of the Island, in which we wanted to grove that

we were part of the Republicsn party of the States, his ( Davila's)

gont ent ion to the ¢ atrary notwit hst and ing.

T——

———

ghanton told me a story which was afterwards confirmed
by Judge Towner, to the affeot that during the last stay of Relly
L in washington, he was put out of the ¥bbitt House in broad daylight
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It seems that some one who knew him was standing in the lobby

of the hotel when he ceme in, escorting a lady, and asw him go

up to the desk and repgiester. This party went up to the desk and
gaw that Reily had registered under en essumod name and he told
tha clerk at the desk that that was not the man's name, The oleork
asked the fellow what was the real name, and the man refuwed to
give it, but as he was .a friend of the ﬁotnl he assured the clerk
that he knew Relly, without mentioning the name, and that the

neme under which he had regiestored was not his own. Under such
an assurance, the e¢lerk went upstairs, knocked at the door of the
room given to Reily ugd was invited 10 leave the hotel immediately,
or he would be arrested, and so he did. Judge Towner told me that
the man who told him this story said he eould get arfidavits to
prove that it was true. I am just giving it to you as it was
told to me by both Shanton and Towner.

There ia nothing more that I can say to you by this
mail, but hope to be able Lo report some propgress day after to-
morrow. I have not geen Hull, but I suppose that if he comes %o
town he will look me ups

Very truly yours,

Addressn:
Congress Hall Hotel,
Washington, D. Ce



