February 16th, 1922,

Hon. Jose Tous Soto,
Ponece, P. R.

iy dear friend:-

A8 indicated by Commissioner Blair, I saw ir,
Haynes, the Prohibition Commissioner, and spoke to him sbout &
Successor to Pesquers and recommended ké him N¥r, Zloy Estrada.
Ee told me thet he had received Mr. Letrada's paper with very
good recommendati ons, but thet he believed that at lesst for
some tims it would be better for us to have the present Direc-
tor econtinue in charge; thet he was having trouble everywhere
because it wae a very &i fficult position to handle emd Lhe be-
lieved that he was do us a favor ‘;{ not considering at
present a.ze!onr candidates., I teld him of my long conver-
aation with Mr. Blair and ted that we should be given
enother chance, ss, in fact, we had no reason to suppose that
Pesquera had failed in his duties, but that he simply had the
misfortune of getting entangled with the Crand Jury metter.
I was uneble to convince lir, Haynes, but that same day I called
again on Mr. Blair and reported the result of my conversstion
with Haynes, and I have Mr. Blair's promise that he will look
into the matter and decide finally when the time arrives for
& new appointment.

Gelgel's cable about the doings of the Legisla-
ture wae received, and I immedistely telephoned over to the
"hi te House that part of his cable which I thought the Presidet
ought to be scquainted with, and as to the balunece, I will teke
it up with the President when I see him. I will state now though ,
that I don't believe that there is any foundation for the rumor
regarding Senator New or ir. Carmi Thompson. New told me him-
self thet he would not accept that position, smd it is insist-
ently rumoured thet he will be made Postmester General after
the 4th of March, when Dr. Vork goes to the Interior Department.
As to Mr. Thompson, he 1s too pig & man, and very rich, amd no
one here considers him aveilable for that position.

At last I have recei ved notice that the President
will sece me &t 3:40 this afternoon, apd in csse 1 am unsble to
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add to this letter, the result of my conversation with him, I will
send a ecable to Ceigel this evening, ziving the gist of the inter-
view.

Regarding the Attormey Oeneralship, Senator Costs hag
his doubtes whether he should accest it or not. He wants me to talk
to the President as to his appointment ae Governor, but it seems
that the New York or zation will not beek him wholeheertedly
for tkat position. It seems thet Coats, while he was & state Sen-
ator at the time that Hughes wes Covernor of New York, got in bad
with the Governor for opposing some of his messures in the Senats/
end it is feared by some of Conte' friends that if his name should
come up in the Cabinet for the eppointment as Governor, that
Eughes might uee his influwence sgainst him/ Gosts st the same
time cannot see hiz way clear to sacrifice his law pract ice to
accept the office of Attorney Ceneral, without a posit ive romise
of being comaeidered for the Governorship whenever it becomes va-
cant, and thie is rgﬂﬂ« 48 something that cannot be well done
by the President. en, there is another difficulty in the faect
that Conts is unknown to the President and to the fecretary of
Tar. In any event, I will bring up the topiec with the President
end see how it strikes him, .

Judge Towner is e£till very hopeful of being selected
for Govermor. He t0ld mwe the last time I saw him that he understood
that Reily had said that ae long as he hed any influence in the
"hite Eouse thet he would see to it thet none of his enemi es should
get the appointment, mentioning Towner as ome of his enemies. Tow-
ner says that far from heing Reily's eneny, he has exerted his
influence witk <Cordova DTavile, so that he wonld not press the
oharges against Reily, snd knowing that Davila expected the
help of & few Demosorats in the fiouse, that he had requested Mr.
Garrett, the Demoeratic renking member of the Committee and at
present Demoeratic leader of the House, to ask his friends not
to insiet in this matter, for it would be very embarrassing to
the administration end that he knew that the President was willing
to set very soon in the metter.

There ie nothing more I can write about, except to
eay that I am preparing to sail for the Island next week, unlees I
should receive instructions to the eontrary, or if I see that I should
rema in lo‘or. Sincerely,
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/
W ; I had my talk with the President and he told me thet
- K¢ had not yet received the cuble from feily eendirng in his
/| yesignetion, but that he expected it every minute, Fe then
/| /Waid thet he was very sorry for Reily, whom he loved very much
/#nd considered him & good &nd honeet mem, only that he hed made
/ & Tow mistakes. “e discussed the mstter of Redly's troubles
‘with the Grand Jury, and when I explained to him thet what R 1y
4id in the matter of expenses was done by every other Governor
before him, and that even the tips given by Governors on rail-
roeds vhen traveling in this country were charged to the people
of Porto Rico and that that could be proven if the records of
the auditor's office were looked up, he seid that Relly should
have had thet sedrch mede and presented to the Grand Jury. I
lained to him the treachery of the executive seoretary, who
advised Reily that his expenses were rightly carried by tke
asprropriation for expenses of the Executive Mamsion.

: I told the President that my friends wanted me to con-
vey to him their desires as to the man who should suscceed Reily,
and ke then said thet he himeelf 414 not know at this moment who
the successor would be. Judge Towner had Just desn in to see
the President before me, and I asked the Preeident whether Tow-
ner was be considered, and he anewered that Towner was one
of the candidates and wanted me to tell him what I to t of
bhim, My answer wae that Juige Towner wes a very capable man,
*ho kmew owr situat ion thoroughly, but that I considered him
too mm:ato Cordova Davile and the Unionists, and thet I
wag afraid that the Unionist ecrowd would try to dominste him
end push him off the Island, the same as they have done with
Reily,if he dld not Pou to their wishes. The President said
thet no man who was too friendly to Devila would meke a good
Governor of Porto Rico, and that he would see to it that the
man susceeding Reily will go down with his instructions to
hold & "stiff bsek and & set o{w and coarry out his instruc-
tions, whiok were the same policies enuncisted by Reily, bdbut
which the latter, unfortunately, wes uneble to carry out on
agoount of his lack of tsot diplomecy. The President saiad
that the selection would be mede in & few days, s0 as to emable
the Senate to confirm the nomination on March 4th,

The President seid immedisntely thereafter ss follows:-

"As soon as I receive Reily's resignstion, I =m gotn;
t0 romove Hestre.”




.
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Entonces puse sobre el tapete la mestién de la enmienda de
la Ley Orgénica para facilitar @ los republic anos y @ cialistas
unirse para elegir los candidatos para las elecciones de 1924, y
entr4 en una explieacidén de cuales eran nuestras intenciones y
cébmo los unionistas hebian enmendado le Ley en 1920 sabiendo que
una combinacibn de las dos minorias ciertamente los derrotaria,
tanto para el cargo de Comisionado Resident e como para miembr 08
de la Legislatura local. 1l Presidente di jo que &l no vefa como
eso pudiera remediarse al presente porque en este pais hebfan mu-
chos estados de la Unidn donda existie una disposicién semejante
en la Ley y menciono la Ley Rlectoral del su propio estado, Ohio,
Pero cuando le menciohd la posibilidad de descartarnos de Cordova
Dédvila si se efectuaba la combinecibn, el Presidente dijo: "Por el
amor de Dios, traten de efectuar esa combinacién por medio de al-
guna forme local y enviénme un buén republicano que tome el puesto
de este sinservil que tiesnen ustedes agui,"
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The President then asked me if I 414 mot believe as he
did, that the man appoinmted should be from up here? I told
him that that wes my belief, and then I procoeded to explain
sbout the candidaecy of Coets, telling him that the Senstor would

the position with the Urderstending that if he mede good ,
he should be considered for the Covernorship in osse the same
should become vecant, sud I then told him thst Coasts would be
endorsed fenstor Vedsworth, Committoemsn ¥i{lles, and others
of NHew York, The President ssid thet the =man sel ected for
Attorney Genersl would have to go down with the intention of

good smd without any other considerstion, bessuse he
would not bs able to make any promises that would tie his hands
for t.e future in appointing & Covernor. I thought that that
ended the matter with Coats, The trouble is that Coats is
not known at sll by the President.

I then brought up the guesti on of smending the organic

8ot S0 ag to ensble the Nopublicans and Soeisliste to join

3

' ‘where such & provision

into sn ex tion of vwhet our intentions were snd
the Unionists hed smended the law in 1920, knowing that

8 in selecting eandideates for the 1924 election, =nd then

8 combination of the two minorities would cerfeimly bost them,
. for Congress and the logal Legislature, The President

‘88id that he did not sece how that ocould be remedied at present ,
because up in thie eomt;{ theore were meny states of the Union
exigted in the municipsl lew and he

#d the slection law of Ohio, his own state, But when we
talked sbout the possibility of getting rid of Cordova Tavila,
if such s gombination should be wade, the President said, "For
‘God's sake, try and effeect thet cowbinstion by some loesal mesns
and gpend & good Republicen to suceeed this good-for-nothing
fellow you have up here."”

The reat of the ccuversation with the President did not
amunt to much, excent that he said that sny amendments to the
Organiec Act would have to come mow by the recommendstion of the
Governor succeeding Reily, and he concluded by saying thet he
was always glad to see me snd talk Porto Rican matters. He seked
me how long I wae going to etay here, and I tolid him &8 long &s
m-f-nz‘ to meot the new Governor. He smiled and said ths




Hen. Jose Tous Soto | -5= Peb. 16, 1925,

would not take so long. !

About noom today I received Geigel's cable, and before
; geeing the President I hed & talk with Judge Towper, who told
me that he himself hed sn engagement to see the President today,
snd requested that I say a good word in hie behalf regsrding t
Gwmmnp.z\—-

‘, Ae I told you above, I was getting ready to leave by
A the -n:;:; "Porto Rico" :tu:u :: the zctt uu;ghu; T will
o omply reauest to stay vaghingtan & e longer,
‘ = as to T out 211 thet I ¢can sbout the situation and mcet
the new Governor and Attorney Ceneral., I am eabling you today
A about my interview with the Presidenmt and hope that if every-
um:f goes t, I will be able to leave on the "Sam Lorenszo",
. | leaving the 1 of Wnrech. 1 will now try to see the Eecretary
of Yer, either tomorrow or Monday.

Believe me, as ever,

Ao o £ /' é1noerely yours, ik
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