May 18th, 1922,

Hon. Jose Tous Soto,

_?MQD. - P. R

¥y dear friend:-

As T wrote you last, I went to Hew York to
spend a few days, and on Paturde; morning last I rocgeived a
geblegram from my oon which said more or less, a3 followsg:~

"Have juat found out that thers is a gombi-
astion between the Governor, Barcelo, Huyke &nd Benedicto where-
by Reily is Lo leave on n short vacation, leaving either Huyke
or Benedioto as acting Governor. Then an extra session o the
Legislature will be ealled and new heads of Departments gubmitted
in socordance with the desires of Barcelo. Please see that nei-
ther Huyke nor Barcelo is appointed aot ing Governor, and we
suggest the nams of Dr.Lippitt. Better still, oppose the leav-
ing of Governor Relly."

I irmedintely wrote a leétter to Juige Towner
and explsined the situstion, ziving him a copy of the egablegram
as coming from both youreelf and my son. On my arrival here
mTnesday night, I saw Towner and he said that he had sent my let-
ter to the Seeretary of War and had declded to do 8o because on
that same date, he had received a letter from Huyke which con-
firmed everything that the eablggram ssld &and he road me the
letter written by Huyke, in which Huyke, angwaring Tovner's
let tor similer to the one you received, goes on to explein the
situat ion ss he sees it, and then defends the Governor. He
tokes oceasion in his letter to give his opinion as to the
rights of the majoritg party in reﬂrd to agpointments to office.
He also c¢lmims thst the situation which t he Governor finds
himself makes it impossible for him to come to 8 glear under-
standing with the majority party sand gugpests that the Gov-
ernor cone north on & leave of absence and that either himself
or Benedicto be appointed acting Covernor, who will be able to
garry out a plan of reconfiliation, in which the majority party
g%%leb iegggaigﬁi g th:i are given tha of fices to which they
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Huyke that he cannot agree with him absolutely in his ideas

of appeasing a party that is responsible for all thet Las
happoned lately in Porto Rico, and that he is neither gatis-
fied with the idea that such & compromise can be made under
the basis of offices. He believes in prinoiples and is always

‘willing to agree geon suoh basis. PFrom the wWhole tone of the

letter, I am sure that Huyke will teceive a ghock, and if he
shows it to Feily, as T am sure tha' he showed his letter to
Towner, Felly will also receive a shoock. Towner told me that
ge 2:5 gsent to the Seorstary of War a copy of his letter to
uyke.,

Towner has raceived about Pifteen or twenty letters
in answer to his inguiry, and he asked me to help him 30 over
them and mark my opinion of the different people writing, and
I have done @o. Thare are letters from 3ifre, Sentini, Ceorgetti
Vange, yourself, Wartsell, Sweet, Howard Pull, and nany others
that T eannot reuall now. Outside of yours, Sifre and Hartsellls,
you cannot make out what the others ere recommending, as in one
gagagga gﬁthey geem to be condemning Neily snd in tge next they
iefen . ,

Ganeral Banholtazd has returned and Towner tells me
that although he knows that he has made his report to the Seare-
tary, he has not told him amgything, He said he has not sean the
deorstary for acouples of dapd, _

Towner told me that he had requested Davila not to
make any more aspeeches or give any more infomastion regarding
Reily, as that would harm Porto Rico more than he ¢ould imagine,
and said that Davila promised him that he would keep quist. I
told Towner that would not ber Jones from going shead with his
Olﬂpﬂign. :

%t the same time that I received my son's cablegram,
"I received :ne from Ponce, which, et firsi, seemed to have been
gent by Lippitt, but on second thought I wecided it csame from
you, as I couldn't see how Tippitt could have sent it in oui
oipﬁnr. You will @ee how it remd after I tried teo interpre

it:

13416 Rumour
18422 afterward
Huyke
20806 eall
14208 gession
pE713 departure
24919 gm E
gﬁzig business
subject

Of oourse, I could not get any sense out of this, but
as I had received the other one from my son, I surmised ?hat

you wanted to tell me.
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I had a long talk this morning with Col, Townshend, who
is 8till a candidate for the Governorship and he tells me that
ke i endorsed by Senator MeCormick of Illinois and of Congress=~
‘men Cannon, Rodenburg, snd Anthony, and that Rodenburg told him
~that if he could get the endorssment of both political organiza-
/tions in Porto Ricvo, and especinlly if he could get me to see

~ the President and the Secretary of War in his favor, thet he

believed thet they would be able to put him through. Of aourse,
I could not help promising the Colonel my unqual 11 ed support,
buf told him frankly also that there were other ocsndidsates men-
tioned who seemed to heve good endorsements. I aid promise the
Colonel that T would see the Secretary of Wer and tell bim what
T thought of the Colonel's candidacy,

Townshend told me thet a certain Congresuman told him
/yestarday that he had seen the Seoretary of War in the moming
/and wes infomed, confidentially, that the President had written
" to Reily, telling him to fix up matters and ¢ ame over to Wash-
- ington prepared to etay. Although Townshend did not tell me

the name of ths Uongreswman, he did tell me that it wes a

very close frisnd to Weeks and that he belived the information
was correct. I immedimtely went %o the VWar Department, but be-
ing Cabinet day, I was unable to 3ee the Seoretary, as he

doea not ses veople in the aftasrnoon axoept on very special
appointments, but I did make an appointment for tomorrow morn=-
ing at hal? past nine.

I then went Lo see Townex, aud he did not know anything,
although he told me that he suppossd that the informat ion was
gorrect, a2 that wes what he was expecting to happen any moment.
He then showed me a copy of the letter which hs wrote to the
3seretary of War lsst Saturday afternoon, when he received
mine from Hew York, and the letter is very explicit, Recom-
mends Dr. Lippitt to take Relly's place as aciing Governor
and that in ecase Huyke should remain as suech, thet the Pres-
ident should instruect him not to do anything unusual, expec-
ially not to esll any extra session of tho Legialature for
any purpose whatever, as that should be left for the naw
Governor to decide in his discretion. The letter covered
every point desired. I have promised Towner to let Lim know
the result of my telk with Mr. Vieeks tomorrow, and he 1ike-
wige has promised me to let me know Whst he f1inds out. I
will, therefore, probebly send you a cablsgram tomorrow tell-
ing you what has bhesn done.

Towner insistod this morning that I should remein here

until something definite happens, end under the circumstances
1 am writlng Geigel, and I now ssk you t0 confirm this with
him, to send me scme morae funds, as my provision will not
last longer than I expeated to Le here.
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Yosterday morning I met Mr. Hrnest Thomes, of Indiana,
who has been appointed Menager of the Porto Rico Branch of
the Farm Loan Bank, and who is to aail for Porto Rico tomor-
row to establish the said bank, Ve had a long talk about
dif ferent matters, in which he ie naturslly interested, for
although he was on the Islsand lest yesr looking over the git-
uation, thers remeined certain points poertaining to metiers
of registretion o titles which he wanted me to clear up for
him. I find hin a very agreeable man to deal with and quite
intelligent in the business which he 18 abouil to undertake,
e has been in the banking business some years and is a
very intimate friend of Sonator VWatson of Indiana. We went
1o the Comos Club to have luncheon with Judge Lbbdell, Com-
migssioner of the Parm Loan Board, and wa continued the con-
versation atout the whole situation., I have told Mr. Thomas
to get in touoh with you and Ny. Senchez Morales for any
information which he desires. The interest to be chergad on
loans, which will be guaranteed by mortguges, will be 6%, end
the amount to be invested is unlimited. The highest amount
to be losned to any individual is $5,000, As I am oure
that you will meet Mr., "homas, I hope you will talk to him
about many other details interesting both to himself and to
our organization. By~the-way, I must say that Mr. Thomas
is a staunch Republican,

This morning Juige Towner read me, confidentially, a
copy of » cablegram from Barcelo to Iavila. It was a long one
telling of the troubles in FPajardo, snd, of vourse, saying a
good deal of things against the poor municipsl Judge, whose
character he blackens and claims that he ought to be removed,
for his action in turning over the muniecipal of fice to the
Socialist party. He also tells him that Governor Reily, in
trying to ingratiate himself with the Unionist paurty, had been
trying to get the Attorney General to exonerate him from the
charges brought by the grand jury and had ssked Coll Cuchi
to defend him in case he was accused of any orime. That
both hsd refused, and that he, Barcelo, had been obliged to
publicly advise all Senators and RNepresentatives not to visit
the Govermment House, Towner told me that he wanted me to
keep this seeret, becanse if it was found out that he was show-
ing me this cablegram, Davila would not bring any more to him,
I gargot to say that when Towner read me Huyke's letter and
his enswer, he remarked that he was gorry for Huyke becsuse
that attitude of hias had killed him politically.

Nothing more at this writing, snd believe ne,

Yours sincerely,



