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June 13th, 1922,

Hon. Jose Touz Soto,
Ponce, P.R.

My dear friend:-

After I wrote my last letter, the Ausociated
Press brought cabled news from Porto -Rico that the Supreme Court
had upheld the AtSorney General in both his contentions as to
his right to present yomuanau{ the case bafors the (rand Jury,
and as to the transfer of Arrillaga. This, of course, will
complicate matters and has placed the administrsetion in a dif-
ficult position. I had a consultation on Ssturday last with
both the Seeretary of VWar and Judge Towner, in whioh we ais-
cussed this new phase of the situntion. It transpired that the
Secretary of VWar had already writien the Governor that pending
any decision that might be reached by the President, and which
would be communieated to him by cable, that he e@hould be pre-
pared to come to Washington with his fanily, when he should
receive such cable. With Lhe decision of the Supreme Court
it will now be hard for the President to eall Reily, a8 it wbhld
be criticized by the Porto Ricans, according to the Secoretary’s
views, I called their attention to the fact that the District
Court was not in wession and it would take some little time
before it reconvensd, as wsll as the ¢all of the new Grand
Jury, and §pet I thought that the matter ocould be arranged
by ealling Waszhington both the fGovernor and the Attorney Gen-
eral at the sams time to have the matter thrashed out here,
with the assurence that the administration would find that it
was imposicible to send Reily bamck as Governor. This svggestion
waes very well recgeived by both the Secretary and Juige Towaner
and Secretary Veeks said he would think the uatter over and
bring it to the attention of the Presidenmt.

It is well to remember that the paramount
question here in the minds of both the administration and the
republioan lsaders is to avoid any undue oritiocism of the admin-
istration in this bitter osmpaign, sna unfortunately Reily is
begoming one of ihe issues personally against the President.

And naturally the objeet in view now ie to remove him from any
more mischief, if possible. I can understand from what some of
my friends write me, that the removal of Relly et this time will
seem to be a viotory for the Unionist party, who have been attack-
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ing him so bitterly, but this is hardly essential up here, and
it is imposaible to hsve the Administration take it into agcount
at all.

I received a very interesting letter from my son, tell-
ing me of a talk he had with the Governor and it only goes to show
once mors that the man is utterly unfit to be Governor of Porto
Rico. What I can't understand is how he was so well informed ss
to Travieso sending a cablegram to Hestre, although Mestre him-
8elf told my son that he had not received any such cable, but that
it was all & put-up job by Cordova Davila, who had taken cold
feet at the last moment end wanted him not to act. On the other
hand, Bennett has written me that the Governor told him that some
one had told him that I have been knooking him to the Secretary
of War, and I am aware that whem I go baock, I am going to have
my troubles with ithe man, but I am prepared for him.

- Availing mysalf of the ciroumstance that the Secretary -
of War has gone out of town and will not return until Saturday,
I am going to do the same, leaving town this afternoon, but will
be back Saturday morning, ready to stay here until the miadle
of next weok, then going to Hew York %o sail on the Ponce on
the 24th. I will communioeate with you by cable anything which
needs attention bheforeo I sail, and during these fow days I will
be away, Nixon will attend to anything which may come up,

With very best regards, I beg to romain,

Sincerely yours,
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My dear Priend:-

« After writing the abave, your letter of the
6th instant came to hand, for which I beg to thank you.

. ki It is useless to asay that I am in entire ac-
cord with your views on the different subjects which you mention
in your letter and I want to tell you there is no hope whatever
for the appointmenmt or even the consideralion of the Colonel's
name. In my talk with the Secretary I told him plainly that I
did not believe he had sufficiemt experience in civil matters to
tgckle a job as Governor.

. I agree with you in what wyou say eboul Judge
Towner, and in all his talks with me he has gshown himself ithe man
guitable for the position and very well informed as to the condi-
tions of things and men., This morning I had a talk with him and
we reviewed the situation and he olaims that the President feels
thet he is somewhat to blame for the mistakes mmde by Relly, whigh
he thinks were brought about, on account of the Unionists being
againat Reily for the stand which he took in the matter of inde-
pendence, As a matter of fact, the President olsims thet he gave
Reily positive instructions to deal sternly and firmly against any
gsuch idea of independence, ani now ths President feele that although
Reily is tactless, ete., he finds himself in trouble for carrying
out the President's instructions,. :

Thare !8 pno doubt that things will souare
themselves, but I doubt wvery much whether thia can be done in the
.very near future, after the decision of the Supreme Court, giving
the Attorney General the upper hand.

I am very sorxyy of the accident which happened
to your son, and hope that nothing ssrious will result from same.

Belisve me 1o remadn,

S8incerely yours,



