June lst, 1922,

Hon. Jome Tous Soto,
I“Omo, ?. R,

My dear friend:-

Since my letter leat Priday, I have been kepl busy
receiving and t ranslating both your and my son's eipher cable-
grams, informing me of the eitustion from day to day, and I
mst say that from an Associmted Preass dispateh published in
this merning's paper from Porto Rico, I gsaw that everything you
told me was confirmed. As I have been consulting with Judge
Towner over{ day, he advisédd me yesmterday to see the Secretary
of War and let him know of the last thres esbl egrams which I
have received. I tried to see the Secretary but his engagement s
did not allow him %o give me any time snd as hLe was to go before
the Senate Committee this morning and would not go t¢ his of fice,
I decided to write him a letter, and I did 80, a8 you will
notice by the envlosed copy.

This morning I sent my son a eablegram in ¢cipher,
reading as follows:

"Under advice Towner I placed in the hands of the
Secretary of War yesterday both yours and Pous Soilo's
last messages. In csble to Cordova Davila copy
shown me by Towner Barcelo confirmed the disagrece-
ment between Atterney Gonerasl and Prosecuting At-
torney, adding that people protest action P“rose-
cuting Attorney."

This morning when the Associated Press dispastch
confirmed everything thet I knew by your eables, I called up
the Secretary to Mr. Weeks and asked him to osll the Secretaryls
sttention to the said eable, but he told me he doubted very
much that the Seerelary had read the paper and I shounld send
over the elipping, which I did. ‘

\ gothmg is known of what has been done by the Pres-
ident, and I have tried to find out through different sources

and have failed. Of course, now that this charge has been brought
against Relly, things will have t0 drag umtil something positive
is known, tut I am sure that the campaign here against him and
the Adminietration by the Demoorats will be glven n new impetus.
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Travieso ocame to town today. I have not seen him,
but Senator New told me that Travieso had been in to see him
this morning, introducing & Mr. North, snd he asked me if I knew
this man Haréh, who claimed to have been in Porto Rico. It is
the firet time I ever heard of this man. New told me that Tra-
vieso said that Reily's was a lost oase, that his friends had
tried to help and prop him up, but that he was hopeless. In
fact, Senator New told me that Travieso spoke to him in the ssme
vein. as I had spoken before, I saw Judge Towner after this talk
with the Senator and told him that Travieso had seen New. Refore
I close this letter I shall be able to tell you more about this
matter. ; ,

June 2nd, 1922,

The papers this morning brought & Porto Rico dig-
patch, giving at length the exonerating report made by Arrillaga
and of which I wrote you that the Governor had sent copy to Jud go
Towner. 1In view of this and of yosterday's report of Mestre's
doings, I sent & eable to my Son telling him sbout this and agik-
ing him to tell the Covernor that I was here at his sorvice, if
he gaw fit to use me. MThe reason for doing this ie becsuse it
is important that the Governor should see who are his true
friends in Porto Rico, and in keeping with what I have told the
President, the decretary of War and 9;dge Towner, and in fact,
everybody, that is, that we Republicans will back and uphold
him a8 long as he is the representative of the Administration
in Porto Rieo. This attitude of ours has nothing to do with
my mission here, which was to enlighten the Administration of
the true conditions of the affairs in Porto Rigce, and I am
sure that if the authorities had hastened in teking a dedisive
step from the start, this new scandal would have been avoided,

I must say that Mestre's attitude has killed him

as Attorney General., In a talk with Judge Towner we have taken

up this matter again and Major Wells is being conei dered seriously

to succeed Mestre. Another men who will go f, Auditor Kesginger

and Towner consulted me as to the advisabhility of reappointing

Judge Bonner. I told him that if he wanted a man in whom he

could have entire confidmnce for that position, Bonner was the

man, but that he must remember that Bonner ias a Democrat and that
“ he has grown very old and feeble of late.

Travieso saw Judge Towner yesterday, togethasr with
Mr. North, who is a partner of M. Agueso and Company of New
York. Travieso told Towner that he had exemined the papers of
the Grand Jury and was certain that they could got the Governor
on the charges of the expenditures made in both the trips through

the Island and to the States. It seems that there is a chegk
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gigned by Reily in favor of the Insular goverament antedated
for the return of a certain amount of money; the Grand Jury
investigated the checks in the hands of the Bank and found

thet that check given by Reily, the Governor, was wrongly dated
g0 as to deceive the real date, as thaere were eight or ten other
gchecks paid by the bank, whose numbers were higher than the one
given to the Insular GCovernmente. Travieso told Towner that he
was going to see the Searetary of War and would tell him the
exact condition of affairs, It soems that Reily has been ex-
pecting that Travieso wonld defend him and put him straight
before the aut horities up. here, and now Travieso is acting
just like the man he hag always been.

After I left Towner I met Travieso and Pesquers
was present. Travieso told me that the Governor had shown him
what was supposed to be a report from Arrillaga exonerating
him entirely, but that the document was unsigned. The Governor
told him that Arrillaga had written out the report. That when
he saw Arrillaga that same day he told him that he had seen his
report in the hands of Relily, and Arrillaga $0ld him that Reily
hed been aftor him for him to sign the gaid report, which had
been written by Reily himself, or by someone friendly to Reily,
but that he had refused to sipm it and even told "ravieso
that he would not sign the said report. This is the report,

a eopy of which Relly gsent Judge Towner, and which has been
published by the Agsociat ed Press here today. oravieso still

believes that Arrillsgs did hot put his signature to i1t. Dur-

ing 8ll this conversation with Travieso, 1 made up my mind that
he would not get anything from me, and I kept tugging at
Pasquera's elbow every time I noticed that he was saying some-
thing which he should not. I sm to see more of Travieso and
will get everything that I can from him.

Somothing I found out is that Pyavieso tolid Towner
regarding the sale of the San Juan bonds which would take place
here in Washington on the 16th instant. It seems that one of
the conditions of the bonds is to the effeat that they can
be oalled for payment at any time and thig maekes them fatal,
for nobody will care to buy bonds under suwh conditions, Tra-
vieso expects to have this condition modified after the bids
are opened and rejected. in the meant ime, the poor laxpsyers
of San Juan will have to pay for the mistake and for the ex-
pensea of Travieso, Ginorio and the Heoretary, who are expected
here on the 165th.

_ Inasmuch &8s my leave of abaence from my Depert-
ment did not state any definite time, I had Judge Towner write
my chief and I am now enolosing copy of said letler, which
tells the story. Of course, 1 don't know how much longer I
shall have to stay here. It will all depend on the turn of
events in the Reily matter before the Grand Jurye
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On account of the cablegram which I sent my son
today, I have written Relly a letter, copy of which is enclosed
herewith for your perusal. I don't bellieve that I could have
done less after you cabled me that you and other friends were
going to defend Reily on his new charges.

There has been & vacancy in the Post Office at
Barceloneta, which is of the Fourth Class and our friend Ramos
has recommended the name of Gagpar Ferran for the position and
I have likewise endorsed this name to the Dopartment, and how
have to ask you to write Reily and ask him to recommend this
fellow for the appoiniment.

Phere ie nothing more to write, but if anmything
should happen that merits it, I will let you know by csable.
Believe me to remain,

Sincerely yours,

Bnglc.



