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Hon., Jose Tous Soto, -
Pm.. P«Re

Tear freind:-

: 1 &nvd in New York yeeterday sbout five in t he
afterncon and thers was & telegram awaiting me m Nixon telling
me 1o come ovar, as thinge were not looking well; thet Towner
wanted tc ses me; that I ghould not give out anything to the press,
end not to talk to zny one. On Qu::z night young Hastnell, who
WAS & pamaenger on board, hed recel asrograa; froa Ris
father in New York saying that he wanted to see me surely on
Monday, and upon my arrivel at the hotel we erranged & meeting
for the saue woni&ot ny arrival (Monday).

Harts tald me thot leat “sturdsy he hed seen the
feorotary of ¥ar and on talking asbowt Porte Hic® ke ttopped him
and told him that matters in Congress were in such shepe that
many lesders had uvrged the Presidext to do something in ro,m

to Reily, us the resolution for sz investigation on Reily's
affeirs could not be suppressed, ani that owing to the many prom-
ises which the President had made to take definite sction re-
gard to Reily, they ware able to stay the introduction by Tavila
of a new resolution whick he hed prepared., It soeus that the
President had told —Jorsty lesder MHondell to walt fntil the
10th of this month, when he would be ready to take sotion. The
Seoretary of War told Hertzell that im his telk witk the Pres-
ident he told him that he was not willing to continue holding
aouz. becsuse the scandsl was becoming & nationsl one, which
would affeot the umpuf nert year, sné that the President su~
thorized him to tell Reily to present hig resignation, which ho
43da, Relly tried to argus with the feoretary, but Weeks wse
stubborn, snd the most that Peily eould get out of him was to
sllow him (Reily) to ses the Prosident end telk over the matter.
It seoms that Reily asked the Presidont to allos him to go back
to Porto Hieo, but = short while, and the Presiad told 7eeks
that as he still bgtwu thet Beily is an honeet fellow, he
had promised to al him to go back for & couple of weeks,
which aotion Weers 4id not like.

41l this was confirmed Towner through Hartzell,
and both VWeeks and Towmer swuggested that Hartzell snd elf
should convinee Reily thet it would be much betier for him to
- stay here snd not go bamgk to the ITaulend.,

With this information, I came over last night anad
this morning I sew Towner, who confirmed all that Hartzell had
told me, adding that the temper of the Republicans in the Fouse
wag such that nothing short of = ocertainty that Relly's resigna-
tion was in the hanmde of the President could detain & favarable
report on the resolution to be introduced by Devils. ..
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Towner told me thst in all this autter he was not
wornng for Reily's intereste, but for the interests apd good
nEme of the President and the Rut%im party; that the Repub-
licams in the House are getting re" with the President be-
csuse they claim thet he knows of all the complainte brought
againet Reily, and that in meny instences proof has been shown
t0 the President, and they sre gett disgusted becsuse the
matter cennot help being takém up dur the campa next year
by both the Remoerate apd the Progressives to defes Herding's
re-nominst jon snd the success of the Hepublican pﬂ{. T owner
ineisted thet I showld try and convince Reily that it will do
him ne good to go beek to the Ielend, and on the contrary, it
might bring him a good desl of humdliation and emberrsssment to
the President. I tried to convinee Towmer of the fact that the
Unionist lesders would take this as a viotcr{ in their campaign,
but he answered that he could not help that because these !mion-
ists had succeeded in mt:: up & very successful pro nda,
both with the Repuillicans Demooratic members of the ouse,
a8 well se with the press, and he had to say from his knowl edge
of the situstion, Tavila had been uuwg ¥ell, holding buok
st his instence and at the instance of 1 the said resolu-
tion for invest tion, m of which he mised me tomorrow,
Towner ineisted that I g S0e the “eoretary of ¥ar immed istely,
28 he hod expressed a desire that I should see him ss soon as
arrived in on, but owing to the faet that toisy was
Cabinet day and that he hed previous engagements for af-
ternoon, the Seeretary of War asked me to come to see him to-
morrow morming at tem o'elock.

I sent Geigel s guble tods ecovering sll the sub-

Joets, and I hope that he has underst them all., I added in
oy enble that I I:Ft decide to go to ransas City, where Reily
ie still m:g # ribs, in oase Seoretary Yeeks should in-
siet that I talk to Reily on the subjeoct, I want to say that
Hartszell showed me vesterday a letter from Eesslssinger
thst Reily expeeted to be in Washington on the 20th, when he

eted to meet Hartzell, Iglesins, and myself, and g0 over
mtters interesting to Porto Rieco, but se nothing aio ut
what the Seoretary of ¥War had told him, and if {on have read
the letter from Reily which I recei the day I was eailing,
and which I handed to By son, you will notice that Reily says
everything wae fine,.

I must say that Towner showed me 8 clipping from
& newspaper in “mnsss City, giving out the facts surrounding
the acoldent and it is claimed thet Reily was driving in an
sutomobile with two girle and when the Sgoident occurred the
entlemsn who wse in the other automobile requested Reily to
5f'n his name and Reily replied there wae no necessity of
giving any name.

|
!
forgot to state that Sesretary Weeks told

I
Hartzell that his cendidste to Succoed Reily was General Besn-
holte, but that the President had spoken to Towner and Towmer
had half scoepted the offer and he believed thst Towner wanted
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the plage. For this reason, when ] epoke to Towner this morning
1 seked him who was going to be Reily's successor, and he told
me that the President had spoken to him and wanted him to accept
but that he had not ginn any positive answer becausc he wanted
to talk to me about it and he then asked me whether or not I
thought thet he could tagkle the situation, knowing it from
different apgles, as he does, To this, ] answered frankly,K that
if he intended to let the Unionist pert have their own way in the
matter of sppointments, in other words, if he intended to echange
the perse 0f the President's Cabinet and yield to the pres-
sure of Barcelo and his friends and appoint candidmtes presented
by them, he better stay in Congress, for he would be & second
Yager., To this, Towner seemed womewhst offended and answered
thet 1 was very much misteken in my suppositien end thet e hon-
estly believed that i1f Barcelo and hie fri ends were ssked about
his n{:mm &8 Governor, they would surely request that some-
body else be ploked, because he has given Davile and others to
understand that he is in sympathy with Reily as to mmtters of
prineiple and the only opposition he has to make to Heily is in
the crude way of administering the affairs of the Island, and
for his laek of taet and diplomecy.

Wednesdsay, January
. 17th, 1983,

1 saw Secretary Veeke this morming, and everything
that Judge Towner has told me wae confirmed, with only one excep-
tion; that is, that I did not find the Seeretary so much insist-
ent upon Reily not going back, although he said that it would be
the best thi for Rei to 40, He asked me the question, "What
might heppen if Reily = 4 go back?" And ] replied that the
worgt that would heappen was that on the convening of the Leglis-
i1sture on February 12th Reily would send in both his message
and the namee of his appointees, ard that secording to the news
I hed, the Ma jority party intended to send back both, with the
remark that "Reily can go to H " To this, the Secretary
said that if that was going to Bappen, he would rather have
Reily go back and go through the experience, and then would
be the time for the Administration to urge Congressz to amend
the organiec Act in such a way that & repitition of this eould
pot be had, for, ae he said, we must defend the prineiple that
a Governor has the right to seleect his own cabinet and other
appointees, and the Administration cannot afford to send &
new man to Porto Rico who might have to go through the same
experience as Reily. Weeks went through a long gtatement,
making comparison between this situation and what might con-
front the ‘resident, if on smy occasion the “enate would
happen to behave in the same way as the fenste of Parto Rico,
gomething which is unhesrd of mp in this country. When I told
him that Judge Towner had suggested that 1 induce Helly to siay
up here #=ni not go back, he said that if that could be done, it
would be & very good thing, but that he doubted very much that
if Reily hed made up hie mind, whether I could have him change

it .The faet ie that slthough 1 am about to leave for lansas




Ta parte més satisfactoria de mi oo v ersacién eon el Secre-
tario Weeks fué la que tenfa que ver con el verdadero objeto de mi
viaje, es decir, la enmienda & nuestra Carta Orgénica que ecuraria
la enmienda de la Ley Electoral nuestra, 1Le expliqmé toda la
situacidn a1 Secretario y le hice ver que era el Unico medio por
o] cual las minorias podrian pensar en derrotar al partido de la
mayorfa y entonces le expliqué como vino 8 presentarse esa enmien-
da por el Partido Unionista cuando se dieron cuenta de que una com-
binacibn de republicanos y gocislistas em 1920 pudiera derrotarlos
en los comicios, Bl Secretario Weeks se mos trd muy interesado
en'los detalles y quiso saber para qué puestos hariamos la combima -
cién en el caso que se enmendase la Ley Orgénic a aboliendo la en-
mienda locsel, y cuando le dije que los puestos incluian aquellos
de Comisionado Residente, genaflores y representantes y en algunas
poblaciones de la Isla los puestos municipales, ma dijo que era la
cosa mas 1lb6gica que pudie ramos pedir, ya que, gegiin su modo de ver,
Bra muy democrédtico y que é1 mismo algunas veces en su propio pue-
blo echsba & un lado ciertos candidatos de sau propio partido y
votaba por los candidatos del partido opuesto cuando los hombres
eran mejores gque los de 61. A ésto le co ot esté gue eso podria
hacerse en ese pais donde el @lectorado en su mayor parte estaba
compuesto de ciudadanos que gsaben leer y escribir, pero que €en nue s=
tro pais, donde la mayoria de los votantes son analfabgtaa, el tnico
medio posible para derrotar a los unionis tas en la s proximes eleccio-
nes seria por medio de una disposicién como queda explicada, Ento n-
ces el Secretario me explicd que algo mwrecido lbie ocurrido con
los diferentes partidos politicos en las Filipinas, El Secretario me
dijo que el asunto lo habia impresionadofavorablemente y me pidio que
viniese a verlo por medio de un conyenio econ su Secretario al guna
tarde deSpués de las cuatro cuando 8l no estuviese ocupado y que 1le
trajese fodog los datos que yo tyviese y que 41 estudiaria el asunto
y hébleria al Presidente prometiéndome hacer todo 10 que egtuviese en
gus manos en favor de ella
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City, ostensibly to induce ke to atay here, I am rather in-
clined to listen to his srgument and see what hie reasons are

~ for go bagk, because after 1 have resd the proposed resolu~
tion for an investigation in Reily's affairs, a copy of
which I am herewith enclosing, and whioch you will notice contd ns
8 big set of falsehoods and lies, I believe that Reily ought to
be gfnn & chance to disprove all those things that Mr. Davils .
and hie #riends have set up against him. Judge Towner, who loaned
me & cg of the Hesolution, asked me mot to show it to anybody
else, I am having copies mede and I intend to hand one of
them to Reily so that he will mov all about it. Please do not
have this Resolution published.

The most sstisfactory part of my conversstion with
Seeretary Yeeks wae that bearing on the resl objeet of my trip,
nemely, the smendment or provision in the organic Aet whieh wuuld
eure the smendment of the logsl election law., I oxplained the
. whole situstion to the Seeretary, made him see that it was the
; calg meane by which the minorities could ever think of coping
- with the Ma jority rm, and then I recounted the st of how
. the smendment wae devised h{ the Unionist party when be~
- came afraid thet » combination of the “epublicans and Socialists
in 1920 might defeat them at the polls. Secretary "eeks was very
much interested in the detsils and wanted to know far whet offices
we would eombine in cmue we could get the crzanie Aet provide for |
the sbolition of the smendment, and when I told him thet the of-
ficee ineluded those of Neei dent Comm’ssioner, “enstors and Rep-
regentati ves, snd in some towns of the Island the Hunieipel
offices, ke ®aid thet thet wes the most logic2al thing that we
eould aek for inesmuch as, to his mind, it wae very Demccrstie
and thet he himself sometimes in his own town would disregnrd
certein candidates of his own party apd vote for the cerdids-~
tea of the o{ ing » when the mer were better than his.
Tothie I told him that that could be done in this country,
where the eleoctorate ie in ite majority made up of citizens
who gan read end write, but in our country where the msjority
of the voters are illiterate, the only mesns conceivable for
defeating the Unionists in the next election would be by &
provision &s stated. He then explained about something similar
that had happened to the differont political parties in the
Philippines. The Secretary told me thst trhe matter had im-
pressed him fevor ably and requested me to come in snd see him
by engagement some &fternoon after four o'elock when he shouid
not be busy and bring in all the data I had and he would con~-
gider the matter and spask to the Presid ent about, it, promising
to 40 all he could in ite favor.

Ag an indication that Reily's influence withk the
President ie still strong, the morning papers vublished the re-
port of a nomination sent to the censte yesterday for District
Judge of "estern Missouri in favor of Albert L. Reeves of Kanseae
City, an intimate friemd end protege of Redly. '
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I want &r, Geigel to please sttend to the following
for me and write me at his earlieat convenience, sg the Past Uffice
Department requested thst I meke recommendstions in the premises.
The Postmester at Hato Rey, dirs. Josefina C,. Silva, is t0 be raised
to the Third Class, requiring & Presidential appointment from Jan-

lst, at 21100 & year, want information as to the politiesl
affiliation of thie lady, or of her husbend, und in csse¢ that she 1
ie not swmitable, I want some one recomnmended for the position. !
The Pestmester at Punta Santisgo, Hrs, Maria MeC., ferrsnc, a fourth
class office, has resigned, and has proposed sg her successor An-
tonic Careis Marrero. 1 want to know the politics of the latter
snpd 1f not suitable, I want & new man or woman recommended.

I had vocasion to read the cablegram whioh was sent

to the President from Lares, and signed by Sein, and others, in- J
cluding the Catholie Priest, protesting sgainst the commissioning |
g‘rnu !lnu,u' for immoral conduct and requesting sn investi-

on., They don't say whet the immorslities charged are, apd for
this rezson the Department is not taking the mstter seriously. I
have left with the proper offieisl sll the doscumente I had sus-
taining in his uprightness, snd I believe that the First
Assistant will decide inst the protest. The Postmester at -
Lares sent back two officisl letters thst had been addressed to
Paniagus at Lsres, one of them enclos his offiefal boand, and
stating on the envelopes that he was and 414 not reside
in the town. I took occssion to point out this faect to show that
the protest wae made simply to tr{ and h:z the old Postmmeter in
office. I hore this matter will be settled very soon.

There i mmu' more I can write about today,

but hope thet by next week we will have nev developments and my
next letter will be more interesting.

l'lieut'lay further, believe me,

Yours esinoerely,
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