May £6th, 1922,

Honorable Jose Tous 8Soto,
Pﬂnc@, . N,

My dear friend:~

Thig morning Judgs Towner told me that he
had seen the President yesterday and speaking of Porto Rican
affeirs, he found out that nothing had been done regarding Reily.
I showed Towner a translation of a cablegram which I received
th is morning from my son, dasted yesterday, as followa:

"Striotly confidentlal,

"At torney General has ordered the Prosecuting
Attorney to present new chargea sgainst Gov-
ernor before Orand Jurxy June 1st for viola-
tion of Art. 87, Penal Code."

which, of course, came in ciphey, and ths information gave him

a good deal of voncern and he suggested that I shomnld immediately
see the Secretary of ¥War. I had already tried to see Veoks, but
he had not been to his office and it seems that he went streight
from his house to the Cabinet meeting and when this meeting was
over I saw him at¥-his office in the VWar Depaxtment. I hed writ-
ten on the bottom of the translated cable Article 87 of the
Penal Code, and Weeks made the remark that this was the most
serious stage of the rroceedings. TWe put the paper in his pocket
gnd told me he would back right away to the White House and tamlk
with the President about the matter. I called his attontion to
the faot that today was the mail day, but 1f anything effective
should bs done, it had to be done by ecable, so as to stay the
Attorney Goneral's action before the Grand Jury. He agreed with
me and gaid that he was now sure thet aotion would be taken im-
mediately. '

As I wrote you by last week's mail, the
President was looking for a good exouse for writing the Governor
a letter of recall and now with this information, I beliave he

will have ths excuse thet he was looking for.. The »olitical
campaign is growing warmer evargudq and the attgoks on the Ad-
ministration are something fearful. At the mresent time At~
torney Genoral Daugherty is in a bad fix for his connsction
with the Morse case during the Taft administration and the mat-
ter is being mired in the Senate by the Dumoorats, and the
charges are so bitter that many Republican neWspapers have de-

manded that Daugherty resign his position. Under the circumstences
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Hon., Jose Tous Hoto. e May 26, 1922,

you will cesily understand that a new secandal in reference to
the Govarnorshig of Porto Rico will be very unfortunate. And
a2 new inveatigation by another Grand Jury would rajise such a
howl here that the President would not be able to dofend him-
self concerning the charge of shielding his friend Reily after
80 many storms, :

Judge Towner has received letiers from Torto Rico de-
nouncing the Governor for ugholding the municipal Judge at Pajardo
and for not following the Attorney General’'s advice to the effect
that the Judge should be removed. I told Towner that that was one
case in which I thoukht the Governor was right, as I did not sse
why an Attormey Gensral or a Prosecut ing Attomey should meddle
with a Judge who was complying with his duties in an investiga-
tion andhad already rendered a decision. To my mind, if the Judge
had acted i.noorraatli ~the proceeding should have been to bring
the matter before 8 ighar gourt of justioce, 0 that it could be
corrected or the Judgs sustained in hie action, Judge Towner agreed
with me entirely,

Travieso has not arrived yet in VWashington. He wwrote
Towner from Hew York that he was detained thare because he was
trying to sell the San Juan bends but that he would be in wash-
ington on Mpnday next, Qowner, with whom I had telked abont
the bond iasne before, wrote Travieso that he thought that the
best proeedure in the matter of selling the bonis should be by
public bids, =nd that the Sen Jdan bonds being exempt from Fed-
eral and Insuler taxation, should bring nothing less than par
if the interest was &t 4-1 por annum, and in the caze that
the interest was 5%, he believed that they should bring a good
premium. Towner told me that he wrote a letter on purpose so
that there would be a record of his advice to Travieso before
he proceeded with the sale of the bonds. 7T had alresady told
Towner that my information from the Island was that Travieso did
not bring wp with him all the necessary papers for the sale of
the bonds, becsuse when he left the Island the papers wera not
ready. I am writing thie becausse it may be worth while to remem
ber the circums tances of this transaction in case Travieso may
try to dispose of the bonds by private sale, something which
I can not see how he can afford to do.

There is nothing more o write today, and Dbelleve me
to remain,

Singerely yours,



