Vaghington, U, C,
January 5th, 1922,

Honorable Jose Toua Soto,
Ponce, Porto Rico.

Ky dear friend:-

I got back from How York night before last
and the first man I found coming down in the elevator that night
was Hr, Barcelo, who, with Mr, Cuerra, is stopping at Congreas
Hall., Of course, our salutation was of tho frigid kind and
after that I met him once or twice, and we have not noticed each
other., I don't blame him for feeling that way ageinst me, snd
the worst of it is that I still have to do something more which
he w1l not 1like. ‘

_ Yesterday morning I found out that Barcelo
is Fuahinc hard for Benedicto, Rivera Zaysms, Rodriguez Serra
to fi1ll the vacangy in the Supreme Court. Thie was told to me
by MeIntyre himself, who, by the way, I found in a very healthy
dizposition when he referred to Covernor Reily. Although Me
Intyre told me that nothing would be done in the matter of fill-

the vacancy until the Senate has confirmed the appointment
of Tore, I have decided to do everything poamsible to get Judge
Franco appointed, and I have made mn engagement t0 see Secretary
Weeks on Saturdey at noon, and have prepared & memorandum to hend
to him showing why neither of the three ecandidates presented by
Barcelo should be appointed, and I inmtend, of course, to Supple-
ment some talk asbout ot her reasons why the Unionists should not
be recognized.

Governor Relly is still away, mt I expect
“him in at sany moment, to decide upon his trip back to Porte Rico.
There is a transport leaving tie 12th of this month and I have
asked Melntyre to get accommodations for the Governor and his
party and have telegraphed Reily accordingly, tut MolInt yre told
me he doubted very much if Reily could get away by that date.

In any event, I have also engaged passage for the Whole perty
on the steamship Tanamo to sail on the 19th, in onse we can't

go on the 12th, either on the Transport or on the annu. I want
you to keep these sailings to yourself, as Reily don't care to
have them made publie, but I will cable to Porto Rico the same
day we are leaving.



b)
Hon. Jose Tous Soto o Jan, 6, 1922.

e should not expeat any legislation about
Porto Rico at this perioed. Iglesias told me yesterdsy that
his people in the Pederation of Lebor are more than resdy and
willing to do their share in getting & good, working public
opinion reised in favor of legislastion making Porto Rico an
incorporated territory. Hr, Nolen of the House, who was to
introduce the bill, has been sick, but Iglesias has been telk-
ing to Judge Towner, who has gut 8 groat many ohjJections in the
way, olaiming that the beut thing to do 18 to try snd push the
resolution which he (Towner) introduced some time ago regarding
the admittence of territories heyond the sesa. Oompers and his
frienda are gotting tired of Juige Towner's attitude and Iglesias
told me that if he could rewsin here for s few monthe more, he
was auye of pushing matters in such a way as to bring pressure
to bear ﬁg‘? Towner in favor of the territorial bill.
Iglesias, t agree with him, that after this matter has been
brought up with such s powerful body as the Federation ¢f Labor
and the Semmtors and Representatives belonging to that orgeniza-
tion baoking the movement it is & pity that no one shouvld bve here
with mfficient interest in the mub jeet to keep it pressing wtil
it reaches the proper siage for adoption. OFf course, I cannot
stay any longey; in fuet, I have over-stayed my leave of sbsonce
and I should of besn on the job again if it were not for Reily,
who apoke to the Seeretery of Lebor, and told him that he needed
me here while he was sbaent to attend to public duties, My
oandid opinion is that if neither yourself, Peliu, or somedody
¢lae can come up with the idea of staying long enough to attend
to this matter, which, as you will sse, is of the greastest im-
portance, the best man would be Iglesias, although I hate to
gee & man outeide of our orgsnization daing this for us,

Iglesins oluima that he cannot stay here
any longer for the sccount of the Pederation of Labor, snd, of
gourse, we would have to provide sufficient funds for him to
remain if we should decide that that is the proper thing to do.
This is for you to decide and let me know by cable, In the
meantime, when Reily arrives, I will bring the subject Lefore
him for his decision, slthough I don't se6 how he can keep
Iglesias here at the Island's expense.




Hon. Jose Tous Sote -3~ ‘ J% v, 1922,

After giving the Iglesias matter some thought,
1 had another tslk with him last svening snd he told me thet
4f he cen get Mr. Gompers to agree to pay him his salary while
he is in Vash on, then he would be willing to sStay here un-
$11 June, if necessary, if we would pay him the sum of #1850 per

month to hely with his . 1 promised him to write you
about the metter and request an answer DY sable, s0 thal he will

know what he must depend wpon. Of oourss, he haa nat Spoken te
¥y, Oompers yet, as he told me that he would have to make wp a
stotement i# writing showing the reasons why it is convenient
for him and the labor interests in Porto Rigo to have him siay
here for ¢ fow months more. In any event, your cablegram will
rosolve vhat ghould be done in the matter. The attitude of
Gompers and hia organistion, in cluding the members in Congress,
48 so friendly to the legislation propossd that it woula be indead
a pity that some one should not be here to push the matter to a
fingl Adetermination, an d gon know very well that in these matters
there mmet be some one su fioiently interested to “lobby" a bill
of this sort. The indi fference of Towner, aa well as of Senator
lew ean only be fought with some effective propaganda, end I
bglieve that in the absence of either yourself, Feliu or some

ohe else here, Iglesias would be the man.

/ ‘Marshell Pennett oame bagk yesterday from Tennegsee
and he was inmy room for & good while last night. FHe told me of
a jong converimtion he d yesterday with General Helntyre about
asfforent subiseta., 7The one most important was the vacancy in the
sipreme Court, Melntyre told him of the ssme names which he gave
the day before, end of which 1 have spoken alove, ani also in-
sluded that of Prank Martinez, and requeatad Bernnett to give him
is opinion as to the best man io reaommend, Pennett asked him
oint blenk i1f he thought that & Republiean woeld be mppointed
nd MeIntyre tpld him that he did not think so and thet he be-
eved that the Unionists were entitled to the vaganoy and that

t would holpf‘a pacifying them., Of course, this is just like

MeIntyre, whohas never been our friend, snd we must not forget
‘that he was tilking t¢ a brother Jemocrat. Ha tolé Bennett scme
other things thich I don't esre to set down in & letter.

' Iglenias has agreed with me to sign a letter to the
Proaident, ad labor leader in Porto Rico, recommend ing Judge Vranco
for the vacamey snd he has also, at my request, yromised to get
Gompers' sigmture to ancther letter which I am to write to the

Preaident enbreing Pranco by the American Foderation of Labor.
I believe thie will help.

!
T received a letter this morning from Relly stating
that he mn\Laot possibly leave on the 1Eth and thet 1 should make
arrengementsfor the gsailing on the 19th, Pleaase keep this con-
fident ial. TE

1 em nursing & bed cold snd I am goifig home,

 Believe me to remain, . |
' Your friend,

~



