- washington, D.C.
December 1, 1921,

Hon., Jose Tous Soto,
Pﬂm. :

Porto Hieo.

My dear Senator:

Sinee my last letter to you, I hawe received yours

" of November 22, whieh I hove not brought to the attention of

the Governor because s mind is still teken up with the
troubles which he brought from Porto Kico, and you will un-
deratand that, until ho has ¢isposed of this subjeet in hie
puforences with the Seeretary of VWar snd the President, he
will not be in shape to take up any new mattere,

-

. As I am writ just one letter and will send
soples to our different friends, I must say thal I have al-
80 regeived two very intereeting lettere from Mr. Feliu of
Hovember 18 and 233 alsv » very, very intervesting one from

~ Dr Arioso, snd another letter from lir. P, J. Barhosa, and

the eontents of all of these letters have helped t® a good

 desal in certain particulars in connection with cur commis-

sion here. -

: Aw to the matter of the five on board the steamer
TANAMO, T want Lo say at thie writing that I diselaim any
résponeibility for newspapesr reports in which I am made to
pppes? ap accusing any one of incendiariem., I was very
ecareful whengk sent my first cablegram to The Times in say-
ing that the officers on boawd eaid they thought the fire
wag of an incendiary nature. :

I 4o not know whether you are aware of the inter-
eepting in Sen Juaw of two telegrame which were sent the
weok before we sailed by lr. lesar Gonsales and
Hr, Coll Cuehi to the newpaper in Ponce called El Dia, a
translation of which followsy

' "Phe rat trap is moving. The 2 .
" will be cuught snd crushed, Greatl une- .
entiness iv noted smong the five.
The hour for them ie at hand., They
expeot it end terror has unnerved and
cowed them."
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"Don't pay anﬁ attention to
comments. kverything goes well
and we are in mutual accord,
Bareelo counsele thal we maintein
the same attitude and that no one
lenve his post, Commiseion will
leave next week. A mortal blow
has heon prepared. We will ade
vise you in time,"

The reason that I copy these telegrams is that

they uway tend to show that they might heve some bearing

upon the fire, although I hope, for the good name of our
eountry, that a thorough an tisl investigation will
show that the Tire was scgeidental. Thank God no life was
lost, and I can assure you, a8 [ wrote you in my firet
lettor, that for my g:rt I d4ié not have & single moment of
unensiness, perhaps beonuse I did not know the graveness
of the situation as I alwaye thought that it wae a smell,
insignificant matter.

* At this wreiting, and this is Thursday, things
are in the following shapet .

The Governor saw the President Priday of last
week and had luncheon with him, and the whole situation
was gont over, Although the President d4id not give out
anything personally, all the newspapers in the country
pubiivhed the news coming from the Vhite House that
Governor Heily would be sustained and backed by the Ade
ministration the stand which he had teken in Porto Rieo.
The most significant Anteresting of these reporte was
published in the xansanﬂ tar whieh zou know i8 a paper uRie
favorable to Relly, and” the story given in that paper went
into detnils as to the different flimey nonsensiocsl come
plaints made by the Barcolo crowd and that the President
had told Governor Helly that he would be sustained to the
limit. 7Thie, coming from the Star, 18 very significant
and, a8 you will erstand, hae given Reily s good deal
of pleasure.

Reily told ue that his telk with the President
had been very sutiesfactory and more so that with
lirp, Hapxding st the luncheon table; in fect (and, of course,
this is not for publication), Heily said that President
Hording in referring to all the Porto Rico subject was
more profene in his language then he, Leily, sometimes was,
and went to the extent of saying that from the moment he
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saw Burcelo he knew from & study of hie fage that he was
"no good", adding that the man we have here in Congress ig
"o better", Reily told ue that he had vequested the Prese
ident not to see Barcelo and his erowd sand thut the Presi-
dent had promised to follow hie advice =nd that he would
asinply refer them to the Secretary of War for any come
plaint which they might %hring up, and thet through his prie
vate secyetary.

. The President told Keily that the only two oriti-
clems he had to make of the entire matter were, first,
that he perhaps had not been tactful enough in the handling
of the situation, but, of gourse that was not a compluint
to make againet lelly because it im difficult from Yashinge
ton to understand a situantion which Reily on the spot knew
bettor than the President, The second eriticism was that
after firing a Judge he should have left him fired and not
reinateated him,

on londey last we, in s group, went to see
General MelIntyre, and he told Helly that there wae no come-
plaint filed in his office sgeinst the Governor; that our
Commiseioner had showed him o cablegram purported to be
slgned thirty-nine members of the local legislature, set-
ting forth a long list of compluints against Reily, many of
snid complainte being of a silly, flimsy natuve, and thet
the only seriousness of those charges was the fact that
they had been signed by thirtye-nine membere of the logisla-

ture, '

o this I answered the General that although I
doubted that lirs Bargelo hud the original thirtysnine sig-
natures, he gould understand very easily that a bose like
iire Bareelo could essily obtain by telegraph the authority
from these thirty-nine fellows to heve them sign anything,
ineluding a sentence of death on Governor Heily.

I am not golng to tire you with a detailed story
of our interview with Melntyre, but will say that from his
attitude 1t was noted that was feeling his ground v;:z
carefully and mude it eclear to Governor Réily that he
been the friend of all the preceding Governors with whom he
had gotten along very well. Of courée, you know MoIntyre
very well and oan imagine the way he i8 und has been proe
ceading in this matter. Inowing that Reily is sustained by
the President, he will be very cautious, and®prudent man
as he ie, in his nttitude towsrd Reily in hid fight with
the other crowd.
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Helntyre was very positive in his statement to
Reily that the Commiseioner hud never spoken an 111 woxd
against leily to him except on the day he brought the above,
mentioned cablegram and told him of these charges,. i

I um glad to yeport that Reily in one of hie 3
hot moments during the conversstion toid MelIntyre thet ™
Barecelo had stated to MHr, luls Toro thet he expeoted to
eome to Vashington snd have the bSecretary of War call in
both Heily and himself und make them come to an unders
atanding, thus saving his fece end allowing him to return
to Porto Rico with ell his prestige. Relly told MoIntyre
that he had mentioned this faet to the President and told
the President what he wae now going to rvepeat to Helntyre «e
thut the only -lace where Bareelo could talk to him wa >
down in Porto Rico, sitiing in the same chair where every
one site when he wants to talk to the Governor, and that
if the President should oyder him to see Barcelo in Vashing~
ton nnd make up with hey would present his resignetion
and go back to Kensas City wheye he could muke more money
in a more peseeful way than-he ie doing now in his present
Jobe Hedly told this to leIntyre in such a convineing tone
that I npticed it made en impression, snd when we left the
Bureau at a late hour Helntyre oame with us and took the
Governor's arm and walked ahead, end his attitude was very
pleasant (owadrds Lthe Governor.

While I am dietating this letter the Governor has
again gone to see General Melntyre to talk about the differ~
ent bond iseues, and at noon he had an interview with the
Seoretary of War and then would arrvange as to our confore
ence with both the President and becretawy Weeks,

When Reily had hie conference with the President,
- the latter told him that ag soon as our commission wan pro-
pared he would receive us some evening und would have

Hy. Weoks present and we would go over the whole situniion.

.'\ 2

\

Hr.}ﬁt:tro cume inte town & couple of daye ago
and the mail : Porto sdieo prought us the newspapers in
which this gentlemun appears in a certein attitude not as
friendly as we expecteds. Yhe Uovernor received from his
seoretury o translation of the interview given out on the
day Hr.ﬁgzatre wae salling sand certain comments from dife
ferent quarters as wellss the meeting of lir. Mestre and
Hres Bareelo at the Parke

Hr. lsrteell came to town yesterday nnd had a
dong talk with ue and referrved to the attitude of
Hre [Mentze which he eritielised very harshly, The Governor
gaid that he would not put My, lestre in the poeition of
doing things which he d4id not think he ought to do, and
therefore would not invite him to be a member of the con-
farenaces whioch we wevre £ have with the Preatident snd tha



———

o B e

Segretary of viawe In ithis I took issue with the Governor and
told him that I thought we shoulé gilve lir. Mestre the benefit
of the doubt and oull him in and let him declde for himself
whether he would be willing to go with us and sustain yowmrid.
stand in evnrg reapect, or whether he would be willing to
gtay out and help the other erowd. To this both the Governor
and Hartuzell agreed, the latter saying that he would like to
have lir, Mestre make an explanstion of his purported intere
view in Porto Hleo, and it was decided to oull the gentleman
up at hie hotel and ask him to come over to see the Governor,
He came and the Governor plaged the matter squarely before
him, telling him what we intended to do and what was expectw
ed of him in case he should feel that he could do it,.

Mr. Mestre answered that he was willing to sustain
the Governor in everything which he had done, with certain
exgeptions -~ for inetunce, the appointments msde which he
thought should have been made entirely of members of the mae
jority perty, following what he called the spirit of the Ore
ganie Act. Ho added that he was not willing to approve any
movement tending to amend the Organie Aet in a reetrictive
pensei l.o0., using his own worde, “"to take away from the
peaple of Porto Rieo the righte which they now have," At
this juncture Hartzell explained that the situation with the
Sennte when it should meet next Pebruary for confirmetion
of appointments made hy the Governor would bring a decided
rupture between the executive and the legislative bodles,
snd that the only oure was the one whieh i3 now pragaaea by
Governor Wood in the Philippinee for desling with this ques-
tion; vig.,, that when there is a deadlock batween the
Governor and the Senate in mutters of appointment, the same
may he referred to the President for arbitration,

My, Mestre took a decided snd firm etand agsineot
this smendment, bringing back the old subject of the spirit
of the Orgenie Aet, and sithough Mr. Hartzell argued with
him as foreofully as he knew how ae a lawyer, Mr. /Mestre withe
out presenting any legel argument at all stood by his
and waid that he was a Unionist ond would not care to ak
with his party to which he wonld like to remain faithful
and would ssk the Governcr to let Lim stay out of the fight,
promiging thet he would not take any part on the other slde,
with whose attitude he was not in accord, and his decision
was 80 firm on this subjeet that he wanted to snnounce that
if hie resipgnation as ittorney General was negessary he was
willing to hend it in immedintely., To this Governor Heily
told him it wae unnecessery and that he would allow him to
toke the stand which he thought eonscientiously he should
take, ond lr. Hartzell complimented him on the firm stand
whioch he had teken in favor of his friende.
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A genersl sunverssiion followed, diflerent sub-
Jeets were mentioned, and My, Nestre saw it to criticise
the Republioun party Jor counsdling the Covernor ageinst
the Unionist Judges in Porte Hico whom he declered were
foithful nnd good offieiels. :t thie moment T hed Lo take
iseue with Mr, Yestre, and we had gquite = hot argument in
whiel: I told sertain thinge which had been done during
the previous administrotion in whiech the Bepublican party
had been stripped of every office in the Department of
Justice, even geing to the exztreme of pubting in 4n Repudb-
licen towne munielpel officinls of the Unloniet party when
the latter party hed never been able to guin any foot
hold in towhe like Sar CGerman, Cosmo, snd others.

I mentioned the faet anlso of the abolition of
the courts in San Juan and how the two municipel Judges ap-
pointed afterwardis were both Unioniste in the face of the
foaet that Sun Juan 18 divided into two representative dis-
tricts and one of these districts was won by the Republican

- payty in the last election.

I must refor to several cablegrame which I have roe
geived hoth from Mr, Felin =nd The Times regnrﬂing subjeots
which are now on the table. One of the iiv., Feliu's ceble~

rang offered to send a strong committee if necessary to

oin ue hare, to which I replied that no commiseion was neces-
-arz innsmuch ae the Governor would be susteined and becked

by the administration.

I don't believe I heve unything more to add just

now to thie letter, which g8 I 8aid above I am writing on

Thursday. I hope to he able to =d4d some new things to-morrow
before this ie meiled,

I will say thaet the Porto-iican Colony in New York
hue sent & telegram to Governor Reily which is & copy of
one sent to the President, susteining the Governor's atti-
tude and policies. I sm encloeing a copy of eaid tele-
gram with which you will be very much pleased on account of
the ¢eliber of the ‘orto-Aicans who signed the seue, snd
I dare say that they belong to a very hich class of people.
I wap very much pleased $o see the name of my old friend
Dres Henna ineluded among the signatures ae you know very
;oll the strength that this man has with the Colony in

ew Tork.



Priday, December 2, 1921,

There i¢ very 1ittle %o sdd to what I heve already
reported.

The Barcelo Uommission came to town und they are
all ﬂtopplng at the Raleigh, but, so far, they have not given
any signe of 1ife with the ezeeption of requesting by tele-
phene, snd through Generxal Melntyre, ihat an engagement be mude
for them to see Secretary Weeks. Thie interview has been set
for toemorrow at 10100 AN,

Yesterday afternoon I nccompenied the Governor to
seo Seorvetary Weeke., The interview was very interesting end
satisfactory. The Saarutarz told Reily that the Commissionex
had Tiled with him & long list of charges, the suae that ap«
peared in the newspapers. He brought them forwerd und read
them. Chey were all explained by Relly, und at the conelusion
of the talk the Seevetary told Heily the same thing thut the
Prenident did, and that was that the only thing of whigh he
d4id not a ve was that after firing the Municipal Judge at
Ponge he 4id not leave him fired, ielly explained the roanons
for the removel and the respons for the reinntantement, end
the Seerstary then spproved his acstion.

Secretary Veeke told lelly that the Administration
would baek him to the limit end etand by him,

A8 vegurds the other Commission, the Seeretary said
he would wegquive them, through the Commiseioner, to masike s writ-
ten compleint of all the charges, and that these oharges must be
aworn to in order Lo take any consideration of them., The Governor
snsvered the Seeretary to the effect that he would like to be
heard on those charges, and the Seeretsry told him that the Aid-
ministration would take his word in the metter, but that if he
insisted, whenever thowse chavges were presented in writing and
slgned snd sworn to, he would be given s chanee to consider them

defend himself,

his morning the Secretery of War saw Helly again,
and the latter told him thet My, Hartsell was with him snd had
a letter of intyoduction from s mubual friend, snd that
My, Hartzell would like to talk on Porto Rlieo matters with the
Secretary. 7o this ir. Weeks aunswered that there was no neces-
sity for talklng over the subject snd that he wonld recelve
Uy, Hurtuell in due course of time when he could give him more
time than at present.
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I have seen a oablegrnm from you this momning to the
Governor :bout s cabled report published in La Correspondencia
o the effect that the Governor had been offered a ponition in
the Treasury Department, »nd T am answorins thet oablegram to
The Times, denying such a happening =né atating that ths Governor
would return in due aourees of time to Porto Rico as Governor and
with the entire backinz of the Administration.

I must mention the faet that lact evening Senator iglesias

met Mr., Baroelo and his erowd, and the latter told Iglesias that
they had the Governor's * at" and wonld get rid of him e Govere
nor, They were very positive in their ptatoments and conoluded
hg sayins that if My, Iglesias would turn around und join them
would be willing to vrecommend to the President the appointe
of & new Oovernor talten from the Tederniion o! Lahores $0
all of which Iglesias luughed.

Mr. Toxo of our delegntion has been doing very pood
work in the different Depanwtments here snd han been shown all
gourtesy and consideration, both by Seeretary Wallace nnd Secrew
ta Hoover, as well a8 by the President snd Hve, Havrdipg. T

say that Mys Toro wrote o letter to the President, after have
tng had an interview with him, in which he boonted the fovernor's
(Keily) sdministrstion and 1oiou nnd included in hie letter a
atrong recommendation for t piniment of Mmetice el Toro
for the Chief Justieceshiyp uhvn should become wacunt, and this
morning was in veeeipt of sn answer written by Seeretary Christian
saying that the President had rend with a good deal of pleasure
hie interesting letter,

There 18 notliing more to add except that everything
i in good shape and we are in gﬂﬁd gpirite snd expect to be able
to report by eable any new developmonis which, under the circume-
stanoes, cannot be otherwise thun cheerful,

#ith best regnwrin, believe me to remain

Very truly yours,

:7?7,761"7222?

Present addrenn:

Gongress Hall Hotel,
Washington, D.C,



