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. . . March 16,1921

My dear Roberto:-
I am sending you enclosed, ®ome translated
staff and you mill know if you can use it to adb&ntage. I think every-
body is sending Towmer c¢lippings of one sort or another.

Your letter of the 8th inst. came today. it was 8 good
1ettef, full of good things to read, but I infer that nothing ie known
yet that is of interest politically.

| I hope that will not send Genmeral Edwards 8own here, as
is freely rumoredy God knows we have enough of lhe bureau in pur
politics, unless they want to announce, straight out, a colonial

system, and a "Secretary of State for the Colonies."

m '

Another thing; Todd: If, after the long years of faith-
ful work amd Pfighting in Porto Rico, the Republicans are not to be
distinetly recognized, then there is no use trying to build up and
meintein & government by the people.
Such a "govefnment will have perished from the ea:th," as
far os Porto Rieco is concerned,

Love to Lee 2nd yourself,

L8

donak



san Juan, P.R,
March=17=-1921,

Dear Roberte:-

Yours of the IOth, inst, received and re-
ference to Generel REdwards noted, Edwards is a fine wman;
there is no doubt about that, and if he coues, of course

we shall all give him a loyal support, But I am afraid,

Roberto, that he will lack the tact to take a position between

wringing the necks of the malcontents, and trying to argue

it with them,  As you know, when one begins to argue with
the Deons, he is lost, Upon the other hand, they should

be giﬁen & peaceful death, notwithstanding they will woap,
threaten, and prbdlot the loss of all our prestlwe, Byid=
Pathy and respect on the part of South America. |

And Roberto, (in confidence) would any of
the Churches continue in our politics ?. .

Love to Lee, and reBpects to Judge Tovmer,
when you sgee hin,

Your friend,

R - ._vﬂ
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| Personal. : nt _
| 4 .
| ¥r. Roberto H. Todd, ; .
Room 318, :

Washington, D. C.
Dear Roberto:=- et 4

|
Congress Hall Hotel, :
1
|
l
| - !
Your letter of the A inst brought gratifying - |
news. . I was afraid the General would make a mess of it here. |
However, that seems to he 6f the past, so let it go. : !
Meantime, the plot thickens here;, The $3,000,000 rail- |
| réad hill of Barcelo'!s was introduced in time, but no hill
| . has heen intreduced for the purchase of*the' constricted line; |
5 ~ but I am §@ld that the present bill may bhe amended so as to
| : anthorize *the Commissioner of the Interior to purchase or lease -
| the other line,4if found necessary to accemplish the ohjcet
| of the $3,000,000 hill, ‘ That may be the scheme; or, if the |
_Governor shall go on leave, then the scheme will be to have |
Benedicto call arspecial'sess%fn to exequte‘the plans 1
" _ 4 _ |
Or, again, the project may be carried far enough only to
show Washington that important indugtrial projects” Fenuire
the retention of Yagers Perhaps bhoth plans are undetr consid-
| © eration, : ‘ ) "y :
R

Tt -is said that the Governor will take a leave#upon some

|
1
|
pretext, and that as the puest of Don Mamel Gonzdlez, his :
family (wife and.daughter) will go to Europe. The danghter, |
anvhow, hut the Mps; not sure. 0Ff course thev do not go p
‘openly as the gunest of Don Maruely but with lMr. and Mre. ' Ma= |
estre, all as the gsuests of the young man who married Don Ma=-
niel's ward. . i

, \ . . . 2 ‘ ; E
| - sAgain, there are'many things to he'glﬁned that Yager,

e

| complacent and dom#matel as he is,*wonld@dre, or perhaps dare

| to sign, (1) The Flag Resolution; the Tariff Resolution by |

B Tizolito; the Santo Domingo Resolution, (if it should.pass}

| and other hills ahd resolutions, financial and political, that

! are intendeR either am #nsolent mascing at the Conpgress, or un-

| ' soind financially, ‘ -|
|
|

But I helieve it is the railroad scheﬁé that lies at the

bottom of the leave, if it is taken, as Don Manuel stands @or g
lose. very heayily df something is not accomplished very aquicklys
. v « b |
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. and you know what his influence with the Governor is,

As to the next Governor: I do not know of any candidate
being urged here, unless the Unionists and Shanton may be
‘urging 001 Townshend§ ., I can scarcely helieve this possible
of consideration at Washington, although "Ungle Joe" might
urge it. Better have one of the Unionist leaders, and then
the respon51billty would be clearly fixed, A change from
Yager to T. would he no change at all-=merely a transfere.

What is the matter with Darling? Is he ineclined to bhe
warhly? That is what T am afraid of. our next Governor *
should not be harsh, or noisys; but quiet,. courteous and firm
against the reactionists,

Darling Pnowq soweihinw of conditions, is honorahlel
knows a little of the people that is important, and it seems
to me is safer than a stranger., ‘

Y
Singerely. yous,

US&QMM

Vs /P
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SAaN Juan, Porto RIico

April 18, 1921.

Mr. Roberto H. Todd,
Congrzss Hall Hotel,
Room 318,
Washington, D. C.

Jy dear Roberto:=

The railroad bill $3,000,000.00 passed the
Senate by.a solid Unionist vote for; Republicans against.

. I believe Don Santiago voted against it, also. There is
nothing new as to the other matters of which I wrote you,
but I believe all will come to pass. We would not know of
the Governor going anyhow, until the day, or the day after,
his departure, :

I do not believe he will want to sign all the measu=
res that he rust sign, if he remains. The flag bill; the
" free trade" resolution; the call for a special session, .
if necessary, fo® the purchase of the reilroad, etc. And
I kmew that Don Manuel expects to sell the road to the peo-
ple of Porto Ricoj; and you Lnow of his influence with the
Governor,

I believe General Edwards is a good man, but fear his
appointment as Governor would be a mistake, However, they
flo not seem to have decided on anything, and "our gountry,
right or wrong'. '

Judge Hamilton is greatly depressed over the rumor of
0dlin's selection., There is much"financial"sympathy for
him here, but the "old timerd' speak highly of lir, 0dlin,

You may look for a stomm here any daye. Of course you
saw the account of the row between Tous Soto and Barcelb,

No blood yet; just hot words,

Love to Lees

. youré,
‘ ’ qérLAJ_Z/A;:Zf\\
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SAN JuanN, Porto RiIco

Abril 27, 1921,

Personal &
Confidential,

Dear Roberto:

If there was any doubt before about General Darling, the
flag business settles it. There are two difficulties that

confront us in dealing with the situation at Washington. (1) Thez7

do not understand; and (2) Those who are determined to establish

~a colonial system, and the retention of Yager is a part of it]

I was a little impressed in favor of Darling by his decla-
ration before a large crowd at a peception given by the Elks to
the liassachusetts delegation, in favor cof Statehood. But he se-
ems to have fallem, or does not understand. It rather looks as
if O'Riley is the man-or hias he dropped the "0"?

There is no use, Hoberto, in attempting to analyze the
Towner bill on the meager cables sent. I did discuss it a 1Liita
tle with the Doctor before he wrote you, giving briefly such
points as occurred to me without seeing the bill,

I will tel you, Roberto, I'think we woull he justified in
gxposing’ - the Yager grafts and acceptances., In view of what I
hear from Washington, I now believe he will veto the bills ob-
jectiomable to the folks up there; but I do not know. He is
under such obligaticn to Don Manuel, and his exchanges with the
Antis havé become so well known, and are so emphatic, that he
may take a clhiance on being able to explain and satisfy up there,
Mc Intyre is, of course, with the Governor, It is possible that

e Intyre @oes not know all things, such as the personal family
"service“, or at least, attachment to different pay-rolls. But
I doubt if he gives a damn, With Yager serving as his rub-
ber stamp, he will keep him as long as he can, I like McIntyre,
althouzh it has for a long tlme been evident that the General
does not understand the situation here, and how could he, simply
from sitting arround the Palace and listening to Yager's sing-
song drivel for a week once in ten years? 0f course, he has
other sources of information? ‘ '

And that reminds me, I assume you are a good merber of
the church. Can you not help in securing the appointiient of
Father Hoff as Bishop? That would end the church in politics
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down here. Hics father was a soldier in the Union army during
the ¢ivil war, he is a good Republican, and right on the subject
of keeping the church out of polities. As of ceurse you know,
heretofore, all applicants for office asked the Bishop to write
Mc Intyre. Lee will no doubt remember a talk we had once in the
post-office on the advisability and political principle involved
in asking the Bishop to endorse him to Helntyre. Hoff does not
want 1t. He knows the crowd. :

I see 0dlin has qualified., It is a good thingks But I
do think it would be a good thing to keep Bennett in as long as
Yager holds out. It is the only check we have left.

_ What do you think of exposing: = Yager's grafting? I do
not like such business., But what are we to do? Let everything
go to hell until Uncle Sam finally awakes, and Tinds he has lost
ten or fifteen yeaps-and may be much morel

Love to Lee, v

* vours friend, .

WS/MP



