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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY
Guayama, Puerto Rico.
The Assistant aAdjutant General,
2nd Brigade, 1st Div., 1lst Corps.

Sir:—

I have the honor to report that as directed I left Cuayama,
Puerto Rico, at 5:00 P.M. Sunday, September 18th, 1898, with Co.
nyr Lieut. Duffy, commanding, Ceptain ¢.VW.Fenton, Assistant Adjutant
General, Cantain Donavin, Regt.Quartermaster, and the Regimental Band
for Arrovo to take steamer ﬂsﬁ%Viegues. The (ommend reached ATrTroyo
sbout dark: the steamer had not arrived so the men were made com-
fortable for the night and mess ordered fof 5:00 A.M.Monday. No
word was received from the steamer until ebout 7:00 A.M. Sept.
19th and as subsistence ﬁad to be unloaded from the steamer and we
had some trouble in gettinga 1ightér crew, it was 2:30 P.M. be-
rore the command was ready to sail. In the meantime I had re
ceived word from Japt.Sellers, Commanding co."D" (who ha” been order-—
ed 10 Humacao) who had found it impossible, on account of
~there belng no'road, to proceed beyond Nanabo, (18 miles east of

ATTOVO) with transportation. Considering his orders imperative

¥

Capt:iSellers left transportaiion, baggage and supplies wath a guard

a,dpfbceeded with selected men to Humacao. Upon investigation

I found it would be unwise to attempt to send the supplies to capt.
e @%7 v biaws Biven

sellarsﬁuééhout subsistence for a numder of day. I wired the facts

to you snd immediately arranged to teke a ligher and crew from

Arroyo. I left Arroyo at 3:00 P.l. feacﬁed Mansgbo at 5:30 P.M.

vhere we found Lieut. Newlove ahd part of ¢o.D itransportation and

sunplies which we loaded into the ligher and on %o the sieamer in

the dark taking until 2:00 A.M.lsept. 20th. It was not considered

‘advisable to leave the lighter and crew which we had towed with

ué, accordingly I dirested that the lighter and crew continue with

us until we had unloaded 21l supplies snd men, While:at Manabo the

three masted shooner Jose ouinones came into port flying a Spanish
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Flag, the Captain of the schooner came along side and asked for an
American Flag which Capt.Donavin, Q.M. furnished taking the schooners
Flag with him and then prodeeded to the harbor of Humacao, which

is designated as Pointe deSantiago. The ¢ity of Humacao is six
miles inland with a very bad road leading to it. We unloaded the
balance of Cco. D, and all of the supplies for the said company at
the port where I Tound that the English Vice Consul had a message
for me from Capt. Sellers at Humacao Pequesting that I remain at
Pointe de Santiago until he could come over, Capit.Sellers arrived
at 3:00 P. M. and notified me that the Spanish troops were still

in possession of Humacao and that General Brooke hed wired him not
t0 permit armed troops to:éﬁ%gr Humacao until noon of September
22nd. Wwith Capﬁ. Sellers,Major Daniel Hogan, Ass't. ¢ommissary

and rurchasing agent of the army and captain Fénton, Assistant adjtt
Genefal, 2nd Brigade, 1st Div. 1lst Corps. and Captain'Donavin,Regt.
Quatermaster, I went to Humacao, unsrmed and paid our r;spects

to the Spanish Lieutenant Colonel commanding the post and arranged
with him that the post woulq be evacuated at gout 9:00p.M.Thurs—
day, September 22nd. I return to Pointe de gantiago and arranged
Tor the comfort of the men left there and sent part of the supplies
to Capt. Sellers at’Humacao. The Pilot was not familiar with the

* harbor, therefore, the Captain of the steamer would not take the
Bessel nearer than three miles, which necessitated the procuring
of three boats and crews to assist in getting the lighter into.the
harbor and back to the steamer. I returned to the steamer sbout
9:00 P.M. during a heavy gale and on account of the storm the Cap-
tain of the steamer would not proceed to Vieques until daylight of
Septembe} 2lst. At 9:00 A.M. we landed with Co. M. Lieut Duffy
commending, at Isabel Secunda the important city of the island
where I found Lieutenént coloﬁel Luis Garcia alpuente and a number
of spanish troops in possession of the ity and Covernment proper
ty. To avoid any conflict of euthority I left our troops at

the beach and proceeded with the staff 0fficers to the Spanish

Fort., The Commanding Officer said he was ®eady to evaciate but
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had waited to formerly turn over the business to a representative

of the United gtates Government. I notified him that he could

fo

evacuate at once, leaving one Spanish 0 ficer in charge 10 whom
Lieut.Duffy would reﬁe pt for the public properiy and that I would
bring the 301qufzioer to Humacao on Sertelber 22nd. The hieut.
colonel agreed to this proposition and embarked with his troops
at once. I thoroughly inspected the town and Fort as to sanitary
conditions which I.ffound to be verv good. The Fort is located
in the rear of the town on an elavation overlooking the sea, and
is a large well ventilated building of brick and stone, ceilings
high, well lighted and supplied by water from two Zérge cisterns »
cl%e building will comLortquV accommodate an entire regiment. I
provided the Fort with filters and directed that the company occupy
the building which was fo:merlv:turned'over and receipted for as
reported by Lieut.Duffy. While waiting for the evacuation, I re-
ceived an invitation from the Reverned Joseph N.Beary, Rector of
the church of Englénﬂ, to teke the men to his chapel that he might

"Evoke God!'s blessing in due honor to the first President, of the

, gz
United states, Beorge Washington and the presengﬂwilliam MeKinley®

and that prayers might be offered for the safety and brosverltr op
the pmerican Army and Navy. I accevted the invitation and after
divine services at the suggestion of the Rector, the American flag
which was to be raised over the custom house was blessed with due |
form and ceremony. The Spanish troops having sailed, the Band,
company "M" and staff officers were marched to the custom house and
the A1e£sgaﬂ colors rasied with full ceremonies at higzh 12:00,

The Harbor at Isabel Secunda is very fair, the inhebitants fairly
intellizent, butnas all business has been suspended there has been
some suffering emong the poor. With the staff officers and band

I went aboard the steamer at 9:00 P.M. to proceed to Pointe de
Santiago, &EE and Humacao, Puerto Rico, After some girff iculty

on account of the high sea we landed at 10::0€0p.M. Sept.22nd

‘and at once proceed overland +o Humacao where the colors were raised

with due Fform from the municipal buildings. Capt.Se’lars then

came back with us to Pcinte de Santiago and rsised the colors over
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the gustom House. The district of Humacao has,in addition to
Pointe de santiégq/sub vorts at five harwors and capt.Sellars will
report in getail upon these after full investigation. - I would
recormend that a sufficient nusber of flags be sent to supply the
custom House, Fort and Light House at V@ﬁues and the municipal

buildings at Humacao, aso to supplylﬁhe Heedguarters and Provost

Guard Headquarters of this Command with American flags; at least

‘eighteen flags should he Qelivered to these Headquarters for proper

‘distribution. The flags raied at Pointe de Santiago were my own

rlH III':’I

il ﬂl@@t@ dng me aeremaﬁ;@é éﬁtﬁﬂa to

personal préperty, while the fla~ raised at ' Humanecao is the private
property of the Acting Amerloan COnsul. I would slso recommend
that a steamboat or launch be sent from Ponce to Arroyo for the pur-
pose of mlntalplna commnnkcatlon w1th quues and Humaoao. ’ The
condltlon of flnalclal af falrs at all these points seems to require
some offloial action to insure stability and prétect merchants who

hava in good faith taxgnaﬁmerlean'aurreﬁay'atwlaq%upremxwm.




HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, GUAYAMA,

Guayama, Puerto Rico, Sept. 27, 1898,

- Adjutant General,

Distriet of Ponece, Puerto Rico.

I have the honor to report for the information of the
Goneral Commanding this district that in oompliance with orders
received from your headquarters under date of the 17th instant
I at once ordered one company for each station from the 4th Regi-
ment Ohio Infantry Volunteers, to be supplied with thirty days
field rations and the requiscite wagon traﬁs¢ortation andlto move
for the points designated without delay. compahy D, marched from
here on the 18th instant and Company M merched to Arrdyo, four
miles from here, and there took steamer for Vieques on 19th instant.
Some delay to transportation ﬁas experienced by Coupany D at Nauabo
because of lack of wcoon trail over the hille, but the gteamer
carrying Co. M, to its station arrived at Nauabo in zood time to
transport wegons around the obstacles, The delay experieneed in
occupanecy of Humecao appears to have been caused by error or mig-
understanding as to date when our Torces were to have pessesgion.
All trouble was averted however, and the Companies named are now
beacefully on duty as required. Flags necessary will be provided
ag soon as practicable.

I send herewith reporte of the several officers having

2
part in the movements of the troops, explangboyy of sueh move-
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ments, Phey are marked "A', "B and "C", respectively.

Very Respectfully,

G2 e ST

Brigzdier General, U. S. V. :
Commanding, 2nd Brigade, 1lst Div.lst C.
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