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FR‘Nl:& H.HITCHCOCK

|
| EAST 6O0TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

PERSONAL. Washington, D. C.,
May 13, 1916.

Hon., Roberto H. Todd,
San Juan,
Porto Rico.

Dear Nr. Todd:

In a cable I sent you today I inquired if National
Committeeman Behn was planning to be at the Chicago Con-
vention and if you also expected to be there. I earnestly
hope that you will be able to come, for in my judgment the
future of the Republican Party for a good many years will
depend on the action there taken, I assume that lMir. Behn
will be on hand, but if by any chance he does not intend to
come, perhaps he will give you his proxy. It is important
that all members of the Committee be there early enough to
insure a full consideration of the contest cases.

Please let me hear from you, addressing me at New York,
where I return tonight.

With kind regards,

oincerely,

-l
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Hon. Frank H. Hitchcock,
Metropolitan Club,
NZW YORK CITY.

My deaxr Mr. Hitchcock:-

I was favored yesterday with your cablegram
inguiring whether Mr. Be and myself will attend the
Chicago Convention in June, and I beg to answer as fol-
lows:-

It is due to our old friendship that I should
write you plainly and without evasion, and must say that
our local organization has decided not to be represented
at the Chicago Convention. The action taken by the
National Committee in refusing Porto Rico her two votes
to which she was entitled since 1904, has angered our
people to the extent of deciding to abstain entirely
from any participation whatever in the Convention.

It must be added that Porto Rico has been
neglected by the Republican Parti. During the Spanish
days the Portoricans were Spanish citizens, and were
represented in the National Congress at Madrid by sixteen
representatives and two senators. With the change of
sovergignty, not only her voice in mnational affairs was
silenced, but mere citizenship was denied the Portoricans,
#&lthough, both Presidentes Roosevelt and Taft in several
messages recommended that Congress should confer citizen-
ship upon tlie Portoricans, and although the national plat-
form in 1908 and 1912 contained such a promise, the
Republican majority in Congress always refused to grant
us said citizenship.

I was one of those who opposed and voted against
the resolution, but could understand the reasons for a proud
race as the Portoficans e»e,against measures which they
believe are unjust. act

Mr., Sosthenes Behn is stopping at the Hotel
Breboort, 8th. Street and 5th. Ave., New York, and if
you should care to confer with him, he would confirm my
information. I believe nevertheless, that he intends
to attend the Convention but as a private citizen.

I do not know in what direction your activities
‘are at present; but as I know you enough to feel that you
are always on the right side, I wish you all success and
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only regret that I will not be in Chicago to help you.

Let me hear from you now and then, and believe
me to remain,

Yours sincerely,
(signed) R. H. TODD.



May 18th 1918,

Hifm, Frank H., Hitchcock,
Metropolitan Club,
NEW YORK CITY.

My dear Hr. Hitchcockie

I was favored yesterday with your
cablegram inquiring whether Mr._Behn and myself will attend
the Chicago Convention in June, and I beg to answexr as follows.

it is dne to our old i'riendship that I
should write you plainly and without evasion, and must say that
our local organization has decildcd not to be represented at the
Chicago Convention. The action taken by the National Committee
in refusing Porte Rice her two votes, to which she was entitled
since 1904, when we never made bad use of said votes, has
angered our people to the extent of deciding to abstain entirely
from any participation in the Convention.

It must be added that Porto Rico has
been neglected by the Republican Party. During the Spanish
days the Peortoricans were Spenish citizens, and were represented
in the National Congress at ladrid by sixteen representatives
and two senators elected in the Island, With the change of
sovereignty, not only our voice in national affairs was silenced,
but American citizenship was denied us, and Congress was then
Republican. Although presidents Roosevelt and Taft, in several

messages recommended that Congress should confer citizenship
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upo.a the Portoricans, and although the Nepublican Natlenal
platform in 1908 and 1912 contained such a promise, the
Republican majerity in Congress always refused to grant
us said eitizenship.

I was one of those who apposed the
regolntion and voted against it, but could not help feeling
that my friends were right and that the action of the Nepublican
Party towards Porto Rigco has been unjust from the start, I
assure you, my friend, that if something is not done soon
to stop it, the anti-american feeling in Porto Rico will soon
be general. Remember, too, that this country received the
Americen Soldiers in 1808 with open arms and sided with them
in the conflict against Spain.

lir. 80‘sthenea Behn is stopping at the
Hotel Arevoort, Bth Sr. and Gth Ave., New York, and if you
should care to confer with him I believe he would confimm

“my information. I understand, nevertheless, that he intends
te attend the Convention as a private citizen,

I don't dmow in what direction your
activities are at present; but as I kmow you enough to feel
that you are always on the right side I wish you all sucecess,
and only regret that I witll not be in Chiecago to help you.

| Let me hear from you now and then and

believe me to remain,
fours sineerely,

NHET/RM.
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| EAST 6O0TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

PERSONAL
liay 25, 1916,

Hon, Roberto H. Todd,
Dan Juan,
Porto Rico,

Dear lr. Todd:

lany thanks for your kind letter of the 16th
instant. It was a pleasure to hear from you again.

I have sent lir, Behn a note at the Brevoort
Hotel asking him to lunch or dine with me before the end
of the week and I hope I shall have the good fortune to
see him. In writing,him I took the liberty of saying that
I had rececived a letter from you giving me his address.

Party conditions in Porto Rico as you describe
them are certainly most unfortunate. If we succeed in
electing a Republican président in November I hope all
these things can be corrected.

I wish you were here so as to be in attendance
at the coming Wationzl Convention, I leave for Chicago
next Sunday. The National Committee begins its meetings
on Thursday, June lst, and the Convention opens, as you
know, on June 7th,

When you have a few moments to spare write me
agein. I am always glad to have word from you.

With kind regards,

Sincerecly, /‘

P, 5. ly address at Chicago will’ be the Congress Hotel.

FHH/KW



METROPOLITAN CLUB

NEW YORK CITY

PERCONAL

ligy 25, 1916.

Hon. Sosthenea Behn, ¢
Hotel Brevoort,

Iifth Avenue and Eighth Street,
New York City.

Dear Ir. Behn:

Several days ago I recelved a let-
ter from our friend Roberto H. Todd of San Juan,
Porto Rico, stating that you were at Hotel
Brevoort in this city. I promptly telephoned
with the idea of making an appointment, butb
was unable to reach you, the report being that
you were temporarily away. I trust that by this
time you have returned and that I shall have the
Pleasure of seeing you. I shall be glad to have
you lunch or dine with me between now and Surday,
on which day I go to Chicago. Please telephone
me at the lletropolitan Club.

Dincerely,

FHE/ I



June 14, 1916,

Hon. Frank H. Hitchcock,
Metropolitan Club, .
NEW YORK CITY.

My dear Mr. Hitchcockj-

I want to say today what T failed to state
in my previous letter, and that is that T am sorry
I was not at Chicago to help you with my vote.

Since I was in Washington in February last,
"I found out through Mr. McKinley that you were out-
spoken in favor of Justice Hughes for the nomination,
so I therefore add my congratulation to the many which
you may have received.

Without any further,

I beg to remain,

Very sincerely yours,
(signed) R. H. TODD.




j METROPOLITAN CLUB

NEW YORK CITY

PERSONAL
June 30, 1916,
Hon. Roberto H. Todd, | o

San Juan, Porto Rico.
Dear lir. Todd:

I thank you very much for the congratulations
conveyed by your kind letter of the 1l4th instant, which
awaited my return to New York. It was a disappointment
to me to learn from your previous communication that you.
were not coming to the Convention, for I had counted on
the pleasure of seeing you there.

On receiving from you the address of National
Committeeman Behn I posted a note to him at the Brevoort
Hotel, hoping to arrange an interview with him, but he
had evidently departed from the country, for my letter
was afterwerds returned by the Dead Letter Office. You
will find it herewith enclosed.

By the way, there is now a vacancy in the posi-
tion of national committeeman for Porto Rico and I am
hoping that the appointment will go to you. As lr. Behn
did not go to Chicago to attend the committee meeting and
Convention I take it that he is not particularly interest-
ed in the matter. You have served on the committee before
and would be a useful member. I am suggesting as much to
the new chairman of the conmittee, Hon., William R, Willcox,
who is @ close friend of mine. If your Republican commit-
tee for Porto Rico would endorse you for the place and send
the recommendation to Chairman Willcox I think it would
practically settle the matter. Why do you not arrange to
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Hon. Frank H. Hitchcock,
Metropolitan Club,
NEW YORK CITY.

My dear Mr. Hitchcbck:-

Your letter of June 30th. came du}y to hand
and I was very glad to hear from you.

As regards the vacancy in the position.of
national committeeman for Porto Rico, T have to ask
you to see that nothing is done until you hear from
me again on the subject. The reason for this is that

we will hold our territorial éqnvention on the 29th.

. instant, and we intend to take up this matter again

.

and have a vote on same.

Of course, I would he pleased to he appointed
for the position, but I want it with the full consent
of my friends.

In taking this again it would be only’with the
idea of being of some help to my people, as wéll as of the
pleasant recollection of the many friends ané acquaintances
T made when T was serving on such a position.

I thank yon very much for your personal interest,

and believe me to remain,

Sincerely your friend,
(signed) R.H.TODD




METROPOLITAN CLUB

~ NEW YORK CITY

PERSONAL .
July 26, 1916.

Hon. Roberto H. Todd,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

Dear Mr, Todd:

Your kind letter of the 1lth
instant was duly received and 1t has been
gince decided to take no action for some
little time looking to the filling of the
vacancies in the membership of the Republi-
cen national committee. I am hoping that
the territorial convention you are to hold
on the 29th will recommend your appointment
as national committeeman for Porto Rico.
Please let me know what happens in this re-
gard, for I shall be most interested to learnm.

Sincerely,

FHE/RY )
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Hon. Roberto H. Todd,
San Juan, Porto Rico.

Dear Mr. Todd:

Your kind note of the 8th instant, conveying con-
ceratulations on the result of the election, came today.
You were evidently prompted to write it by the first
reports sent out by the press associations indicating a
Republican victory. Later returns showed that we had lost
instead of won. It was a tremendous disappointment to me,
for when lr. Hughes was nominated I felt that we had chosen
a winning candidate. I can not help feeling now that we
had & fine opportunity to win and the fact that we lost by
50 narrow & margin mekes the outcome seem all the more re-
grettable. It will do little good, however, to lament
over what has happened. The thing to do is to gel ready
for the next fight and to malke our preparation so thorough
as to insure success.

7ith kind regards,

Oincerely,




