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No, 8 West 40th, St;, Wew York, |

© Augs 17thy 1899, {

To His Excellency Willism MeKinley, : |

President of the United States,

Siré

. The undersigned Commissioner of the Puerte Riean |

people, sndcimmthelis smuwe vespectfully submit(for the !

|

kind, congideration of your Execelleney;

That in view of the eanditim,-ﬁ‘%{”i'uin, and desolation

in which the natives of the Island of Puerto Rico have been

-

left by the disastrous action of t}:he hurricane of August ?

8th, inst, which has destroyed one.fifth of their dwelling

coffee, suger.canse, tobaces, and smaller fraity one-third

of the live stock; almoat all the industrial s%, ?

egricul tural mPlementa, amounting to a2 total of about ‘
seventy.five million dollers, it becomes urgently nccessary

-’} il e 5 : l

in order to bring relief, to begin by Teconstructing the

 Island's sources of subsistanee and interest, And for

 that purpose, the following concessions are deemed

imperative, sefaCuircd; | j
First, Thet the present rate of tariff duties be

reduceﬁ 90 Z on =11l goods imported 4o the Island,. proceading

from the United States,

for the payment of 211 obligations, which fall duc within

|
|
[
m That an extension of two years time be granted 1
|
the next year, ‘

|

Third, That charters or wnaessiona for the canm:ruct -

UL e i

ion of Cﬂgamofg trensportation be granted in erdsr to

c, -
mvite gapim in anternriaea, thaml give labor te the




desti%ute working elssses,

Fourth, That banks end lezning institutions be
established ; if possible, under the control of the |
Govermment, that the agricdturists, merchante , and
indusirisle, mey without delay miae doans, ‘ﬁﬁnwhidi to '

begin their work of recot;atmetion. : '

Fifth, Thet the United States Govermment begin at
onee the construction of public works in erder ;tn give
employment to the hundreds of thousandsy which are‘ at the

preaent moment in a state ot absolute daatitution. 1'
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Paerto Riea.n conmﬁaaioqer



