w/  HEADQSSATIRS UNITED STATES TROOPS IN PUERTO RIcO,

Rie Pisdras, Cotober 11, 1898,

The Commending 02fiear,
United States Troops, HUMACAD.
86 m .

The commend that you will sxercise at . HUMACAD is one that requives
ﬁru&%ﬁx adninistration the utmost taot, rimn,‘ﬁlvuy end sound gam ”}
on thae p‘ of yourself and your officers and mon, and to aid you in guiding yourmlf
aowz-dinpy tha Major General Comaanding dinets me to invite your attention 8o the

_ fellowing outline of the poliey to ba pursueds

Mueh hittor and revengeful feeling exists in Pusrto Rice batween urtain
clesses of the inhebitants, begotten fwed 6rsonsl enimositios and political and other
di!fo’& : :

“Mee transition peried the islend is now going through has seemed a propie
tious !h for a fow of thess people to commit acts of vielence, pillape, inenn&iurin
and ev ?oohhaa in small villasn and romote placess The motive is usually revengs,

for msLarion, and poasibly it sometimes springs frem & purpose to oxpel, through
: intimi*ian, some of the property owners from the hm who parhaps made t}anaolvn”
obnoxious under the system of Upenish rule. To provent acts of lavlessness, to allay
differonces, io reassure tha people and to preserve good order, must therefore be
your main thut.. M1 grades of uéioty migt be taught that disordar will not be : l
tolcutliv To offect this, axisting laws, unless suspended by tha highest military )
mﬂmﬂty on the islsnd, must be enfereed and tha civil ofﬂcer- supporesé in al) tha‘_ |
is necessary to bring offenders to justices Should lavlessness ogeur where the eivil |

officers are impotent to act the military must arvest and punish, but it is expected .



‘o W 2

as a r,d.c: that peaceable conditions will be brought abeut by the constituted _otlicialng‘. |

In most of the communities where there have bheen violence end 1mn41§1m the
effenders are known, or can be readily discoversd, and thess offenders mut‘ he
brought to justice. Arbitrary arrests, however sheuld be avoided, exespt when the
offondor is caught in the crims, or there is indisputable svidance to prove his guilt
as there is much tendency among the paople in their feverish qonéieiém of mind to
suspicions and shrink from threatenod wislence that is seldom

1t lvf #n the policy of the former rulers to furnish guerds for hacisndas,
sugar and cOifes plantetions and other property, billeting seldiers at such places

end in " smell villagege This has been the rule Lo such a degrse thal these prop=

arty omers and the people of some smell communitios hava lost their selferelisnes
and the te protect themsslivese It is inmsc that they shall recover these
palities of manhood as sarly as pessible and requests for such guerds will

88 there is oonvineing evidsnes and absolute necsasity that they should
be provi#leds It will be the oxception, rather then the ruls, to furnish such guards
i bs recalled when the danger is passed. 3 | ‘,J
is axpeotad that you will keep yourself fully mma of what is going onﬂin .
your section of the country s0 that you may be at sll times prepared to acte You

should send frequent scouts to neighboring towms unoccupied by our treops and cbtain
reliable knovledge as to' whether the laws are being senforeed at all pointas. Should
digorders ocour that eanmot at the time be handled by the civil authorities you must

act promptly teo proserve the pemce and protect property.

A zoalous performence of your Jutios is expected under thess general instrustions

- Thera may arise mmy gquestions for you te Jdetewmine not given in detail here. If they
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}q@u immediate action ,& a juimna lli on to solve them in the interast

and harmony, but e ’ o m:ur;.g; *io el importanee ahould Lo fo

ai riet hoadquarters.

T
A 3/:lhou1l you be relieved from duty the iualm?unn must ba turned over to your
e .

 suceessors Acknowledge receipt.
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