Aprid 7y 1500,
The Adlusany General, Js 5« Any,

Tashington, De T
Slri=

On the 30th ultine I cabled to the Bseratary of War as
followsy

"ive Poarto Rigand comvieted of murder and robhery dn

"1808 most revolting elrewmstances have hHaen senteaneed the
Yoandtal penalty and all con’ilrmed on sppesl by Sugrems tourd
"ol Iplande Maeautlon will take pilage in accordance with
- Mloeal law as goon as arrangments arg perfsctad. There is
o question of suilt or the Jugtleas of $he sentence. Thers
fhave heen nearly a hundraed homiceldes In this Island within
“yam&.ﬁ : :

T have novw the honor %o inform veu that in sonformity with
the sentenee af the Gourt the cmviets therslin refsrred to; nwiely,
farlos Pagheao, Hermogenes Pacheen, Rosall Santiazo, Simon Rod-
rignez and Mugenio Rodriguesn, were duly sxeouted &% Ponee at 9.45
By Lodaye As this 1s the Tlrst instanes of capltal puni shment
which has oceurred in this Island sinne the Anardean sconpation,

I deem it proper to submly for yvowr dnformation @ brie? sbtafemant
of the cane.

At the time of the commission of this erims the southern
and western parts of the Tsland wers infested with bandilts “he

Ware comdtying all kinds of depredations, murdering tha inhabit-
ants, extortlng noney, buming plantationsgy «fe. These flvae nen
progeaded in hand to the plantation of Prudensio Hendesn, & wealthy
ecitdzen residing sar Yanco, and endeaveread to extoert 10,000 FWQ
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from him and subsequently murdersd him on October 28th, 10894, under
most revelting and atrocieus elreumstances. Pour of these men were
arrested by the Military authorities, and the TiTth, Rosali Santie-
agoy by the Chie? of the Toeal Poliee of Yaueo, snd were held'rer
trial by Military Commission. ?he trial was dalaved f@r.several
months owlng to the difficulty in seeuring the necessary evidence
and the atiendanee of suffieclent offigers to Term a Comission.
Owlng to this delay it was feared by the peopls of the southsrn
part of the Island that they might he namitted to esocape, and
numerous netitions were recelved at these "lsadmarters urging their

sveedy trial and exeoution. The itreaty of pease intervened heTore

a Miiitary trial eould he had and their ecases ,ﬁfa then tlirned over

to the Department of Justiee for the action of fhe g¢ivil court.

They were duly arraisned hefore the "trict Gourt of Fénea, and
after a Mll and exhaustive trial aec;fding %0 the laws of the

land, were all convieted and sentenced 4o death. Apneal was haken
to the gupreme Oourt of the Island which confirmed the sentense of
the lower court. These Jud;es were Puerto Ricans composging the
Distriet Court which adjudged these men gullty, and six Judges,

also Puerto Ricans, composed the Supreme Court,; %0 which the cuses
were appealed. Throughout thelr trial they were represented by
counpel and every Taellity afforded them for defence aecording to the
laws of the land. They were exeouted by the garrote, which is the
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legal method of eapital punishment aceording to the laws in feores in
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this Island, and the exeeution was accomplished decently and quietly,

and In striect conformity with fhw law, - - J
N Army OFfheny ay ooiiiier hed any connection with the .

trial or exeeution. : ;

Very respectfully,

G W DAVIS
Brigadier General, U. 8. Vols.,

Cormanding.
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