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MIMBERS OF: THE LEGISLATIVE A3SEMBLY OF PORLO RICO. (o o

Por the first time in the amals of this Island, you, the ' 3
representatives of the people, gather as a legislative body, un-
der american sovereignty. }
: . Today, in the name of the Feople of Porto Rico, you under- ‘j
take legislstion, by means of which it is hoped the Island will ]
rise to & nosition of influence and properity worthy your high- -
est hopes. T
At the treshold of this great opportunity, I urge you to - 4

-~

ayproach the task with patriotic devotion to your conntry; with
unselfish recard for the best results; with conscientious.heed |
to the~rights’of ally so that your statute book may be strong

snd respected, and stand for the comfort, happiness and well=

.-

being o f every inhabitant.
In the general elecéion just vassed, you closed the door
‘upon 0ld methods and customss You huve indicated to ‘the workd '
. your ability to conduet yourselves with order and merit. Hence=
forth, you must move forward with the 1i~ht of modern eiperience
to cuide your waye. But the direction is clear.
Remerb er, always, your wor, is of the ufmost moment; no
cerelessly considered law should, under any circumstances, find

“its way upon your statute book.

You may never know the aaxiety with which your experiment

- is being watched. Let its results be such that your country, snd
i

law-abiding people everywhere, will appreéWe.

You are tolay the macters of your own future. December

15th, the Miijtary Jepartment of Porto Rico will Wisappear. All




" United States soldiers, except the  small force needed to care

for the permanent fortificstionsh, will have left the Island, and o
for the first time in over 400 years, the people of Porto Rico, °

will be reiieved from military rule.

In the work you are about'to unde rtake, you will need
tQ éxeroise a}l the viétues of patriotism, loyalty aml patience,
for—the eyes of theAwgrld are upon you:.zEvery’step-Will be cri-
ticised, and you must Ee prepared to défend-your position upon.

.evéry'public question. If you follow the guidance of the best

experience, if you are wise and conservative, all wild come out

; wellléﬁd the. future will rey the’ just tribuve to your faithfulness

which a hasty critic may fail to give. You are engaged in work

of the'ufmost import for your conntry, and I believe you will suc=

ceeds




