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[' Ql ; The 1.14. of Porto Rice, c-1led 'Bm%-m by the indmu. wes disco-
\L’”“ on Sat{rday the 16th of November, 1493, by the distinguished Admirsl
‘.‘iltﬁphﬁ’ Colunbus who took possession thereof on behadf of the Catholic
Kings on the following Tuesday, the 19th, aml gave it the mame of Island of
San Jusn in honor of prince Don Jusm Who was the son end heir of the Catho’ ic
Kings§ bdut his premature death prevented hhn from ruling his kingdom aul‘
snatched *mu nin the zlory of wm on his forehead snd for the Pirst
time the two royal crowns of Castille and Arapbn. '
Though the illustrious Spanish navigator, Vicente Yafiez Pingén, secured 2
royal charter to con wer and populate this Island, his right was forfeited .
to his inability to fulfill the conditioms sti-uloted with the Catholis xii“
| ~nd t}\us this Island was left ’weﬂ or visited by any navigator for a - i
ter- 11’ 15 you'ﬂ after its dum, until the illusirious Juan Ponce de Leén,
., 8 noblm, native of swrmu do Campos, in the kincdem ot‘]aon, who.id heen "
residing im Hicpanl la (Sento Domingo) since 1493, snd wus govor% with sue-
©ess 8 captain at arms the province of Higuey, had news about the wealth
" Sredsured in the 9011 of our Teland and sonseived the ides of sonuering rnd
pormlating it at hic own expense. For this ‘wrpose he held 2 monfercnce with
tho Governor of Hispamiola who was &wllmlua de Ovundo, Commander of Lares
- S She Seder of Alcamtara, smd under amd by virtue of the covemsmts them snd
~ there eatored into, he salled from the port of Salveledn of Higuey, accomp-nied
by forty-tvo men éf erms and cervice, on o vessel the crew of which consisted
of eight sailors, bound for this Islond, and after a somewhat tempestuous voage,
landed bn our shores, 4t the Port of Guinics, on the 12th dny of August, 1508,
a famous ;lry on which we must find the genesis 2nd the beginning of christism
eivilization in our small country, as = temder leaf, as a gentle brench, of the
socular tree of our mother country.
Juan Ponde de Ledn wes a msn ex-eriemced in the treatment of the indisms
Hispaniols amnd, having » profound knowledge of tqr ldiomaq, began his »
task by entering into an agreement with the principal indisn chief of the Island
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whose name was Aguebend and who * his seat in the neighborhood of the afore-



. 8aid port of Gménica at which Ponce de Leon had landed.
.

5 By the gelebration of the aforesaid sgreement bot: were ™eoupled”; that
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{ is o day, the capt-in and the chief exchenged nomes, vhich was the greatest
'%‘s "honor and the most solemn ceremony smong the indians which served to sesl sn

-

oath of mutual loyalty. This sgreement which bound the christisns to protect

and not to harm the indians, and the latter to remder all wind of voluntary
L]

ald to the former, was faithfully lived up to by both pﬁrtioa while Agueybani

lived -nd while Ponee de lebn governed.

Ponge de Teon begem to explore the Island in ecompany with his fagthfaul
Aguoybsma, and continued his trip by sea around the Island, following all the
South and Bast coast until, rounding the Cape of Cabeszas de San Juam, he final-
ly discovered the port of this city vhich he found to be so marvelously
beautiful that he eslled it "Puerto Rico”, o name vhich through a fortuitous
sucsession of special ciroumstamces has come to substitute that of San Juam,
glven by the discoveror to our Island and which had been finally adopted to
designate this city.

Ponee de Tedn was 80 emchanted with the port tha' he had discovered, snd
found s0 beautiful, that he was loath to lea e it; and Me salled to and fro,

| and all around in his vessel seeking a landing place, but failed, as a2ll the
Sl ware Sstered ith menerovesihich prevented him from lsmiing, smd, to
his great sorrow, he had to abandon it and pursue his exploration by landing
a few leagues to the west of tho said port, where he provisionally ntublh}ad
himself at two different places and finslly decided to return overland to
"Puorto RAmO" whéte at last he found =n sdoguate pisce %0 suit his purpose -
not precdsely on the mangrove swamps of the port but about heif a loague to=-
wards the interior, whero he ercoted a strong house, seven tapiss in height,
with a barrier frontiag the door amd erowned with turrets. There he founded,
in Oetober or Novemwer, 1508, the village of Caparra, n nome given %0 the towm
by order of Govermor Ovondo, vhich the Governor remembered from » Romem city
in his omm country, mmd whioh had existed not far from Cacerce, his native
toma; but this name, destined $o disappear, lasted only the time necessary for
Ferdinand the V, Cathn!ie Kiang, to reesive the report on the exploration d
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tuted by the umme of Puerto Rico(wiih title us & city snd & munieipsl orgs=



nigetion), the amme of the berutiful port discovercd by Ponce de Ledn.

Anyone knowing the plase wherc that city of PoOrto Rieo was situated, and
vhich ever sjmee that time has been dssimmsted e the "City of Sem Jumn® in
= document as lmportant as that of the Ball for the ercotion of the diccess
(1511), oon do no less them to sckmowledge that the said site was well
luloctod. espocially from the view pont of the eolonizer, whichwas the only
view for Pm.do ledn %o %rke; ond it must be so viewed today impartielly
by 'hooﬁr looks wpon it in going over the new ro=d lesciaz to Buyrmén amd
erossing through the seat of the guiont city.

It vuet bo admitted, however, that the change to the Isli:=nd where the
eitr is now situated was a necessity demanded by other really great interests
and the removal of the city to the picturesrue pleuce upon whiech it now stands
had $o be effecicd - especinlly for str tegie purpose - thauks to which the
city was able %0 withetznd vieloriously the repested attacks of so mahy enemies
as sought %o take it, foiling only onse, and then bdeocmuse of circumstonces not
necessrry to relate here,

Thie is, therefore, the historical feet which we commemorate todsy, :md
%o whiech, strictly spesking, no certcin dote cen be assigmed, ss the removal
of the gity from ite original ploce to the Islend where it is now loecated,
bocame necessery in the yeers 1520 ond 1521, a8 a8 t0 emable the resideruts
grudually %o comstiruet their houses, muy of which were of masonry; yet, the
Historian of Porto Rico, Dr. Coyetmmo Coll y Toste, ia very much in the right
in =ssigning es a date of doparture, the dote of the order of the frihers
Jderduimes direoting the said removal, issued on the 4th of July,

The actioi of Juan Ponoc de ledn in opposition to the said removal far
powerful reasons 1s mo bur for this lemder %o f'igur? conspicwously in the
performmnco of the said removals The Cutholic Xingy as un scknowledsment of
his merite, rewarded him by vesting ia him honors and digmities, miliary
titles md offices of the Republie, grumting him the digmity of "Adelantado
of FPioride =ad Birini" because of his femous discovery, appoihting him gover=—
nor of this Island, indepémdent from the emthorities of the Hispsniola, snd
meiataining him ian that position while there was a doubt as to vhether or not
it come within the jurisdeition of the Admiral; appointing him Sea dmd Lend
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Cuptain {Capbain Gemeral), sm office vwhich he hold all his 1ife; perpetual al-
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dermen of the city of Porto Rieo; commomnder of the first fortress that there
might be and, meanvhile, his house was considered to0 be such first fortress;
guardian of the Royal snd Public Treasury, with craed men under him; capiaia
of the Navy against the Curibs; distributer of commsmderies of Indisms, =md
ohorged by the Wing with the daty of dividing the Island into two districtss
namely, Puerto Rico :md San Germén. He should have been ontrusted =lso with
the duty of msking the survey of the eity snd the spportiomment of lote SMONE
the neighbors beosuse, us stated by Oviedo, he was a man wont $o populate amnd to
Sonstruct: ami, being perpetual aldo_rm, he was the fittest for the purpose.
This was a fuet because it was he who Surmed over to the Dominicen futhers the
large 10t on which this inteliigent religious comgregation builts their royal con=-
vent upon the highest place of the oity, the larger chepel of which compares in
antiquity with the advanced cormer turret of CASA SLANCA, Both of these buildings
wore constructed by Garcia Troche, first son-in-law of Ponce de ledn, in 1523:
and likewise this Covernor, Ponce de Lebn, had reserved for himself the besutiful
lot uron wiich a fortress locastle) was to be erccted for the custody of the Royel
Treasury, out of ite funds. Ponce de lefn wee the comusnder or perpetusl meyor
of the fortress, in charge of a certain number of erveslisters, end the said for-
tress was to substitute his former stronghold of the old town, which wes no longer
used for public offices for the collection of excise und other texes, se these of-
fices had been removed to thmcitvonﬁn;slnd. Ponce de Lebdm did not econs-
truct this milding becsuse his death occurred in 1521; but his son-in-low, Gercia
Troche, made baste %0 do so and thus extend the privileges that his family were
enjoying vy Saking the necessary steps so that his wrother-in-law, Iuis Ponce de
Ledn, the only son éf the Governor, eould inherit =11 the dignities smd prerroge-
tives enjoyed by his illustrious father, snd smonz them the commemné of the for-
tress and the custody of the Royal Treasury. Then he buili the sdvanced turret
at CASA BLANCA (1523) which, wotwithetending the lapse of time, stands firmly mpen
the highest rock on the most airy smd picturescue srot of this ecity.

Therefore, the illustrious Governor Juan Ponce de Ledm wes the founder of
the elty on its firet site and he lived long emough o witness and direct the re-

x|

moval thereof %o the plece where it now stande, and of which historical deed we

‘\m now celebrating the fourth centensary.
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We should therefore glorify those of our forefathers who with a firm belief,



high mind end power of stremgth in $their soul, laid down the begimning of

the civilization and culture of our ocountry, because we must always bear
in our hearts the fact that the benefite we are enjoying today are foumd-

}‘ od upon the sacrifices made by those men.
|
; Those wio fail So remember their forefathers and to render them the

cult and homsge of which they were worihy sre without soul, with mo faith,

no hoart and no mind, and should be stricken out of the book of life.



