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DIRECTOR WOMEN'8 DIVISION:
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CHARLES D. HILLES
MEMBER FOR NEW YORK

January 18,1933

120 WILLIAM ST,
NEW YORK CITY

Robert H. Todd, Esqe.,
San Juan, Porto Rico.
Dear Mr. Todd:
I have your letter of the ninth. I would

believe any statement by Charles F. Brooker i1f he was a

witness to an occurrence. I doubt our ability to get Mr.Ward
to comment. I shall try.

Sincerely yours,

ot
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CHAIRMAN
EVERETT SANDERS

VICE CHAIRMEN:
RALPH E. WILLIAMS
MRs. ALVIN T. HERT
J. HEN.«Y RORABACK

ASSISTANT TO "HE CHAIRMAN:

ROBERT H. Lucas
DIRECTOR WOMEN'S DIVISION:
MRs. ELLIS A. YOsT

CHARLES D. HILLES
MEMBER FOR NEW YORK

January

BECRETARY:
GEORGE DEB. KEIM

TREASURER:
J. R. NuTtT

GENERAL COUNSEL:

JAMES FRANCIS BURKE

120 WILLIAM ST,
NEW YORK CITY

24,1933

Mr. Roberto H. Todd,
San Juan, Porto Rico.
Dear Mr. Todd:

Referring further to your letter of the
ninth, I am sending back the story without any con-
firmation from Mr, Ward. However, I have talked with
President Nicholas Murray Butler in regard to it, and
he says that he heard the substance of the same story
substantially as you have related 1t, except that his
informant told him at the time that when Mr. Frank Munsey
called upon Mr. Roosevelt he was accompanied by Mr. George
W. Perkins. As Colonel Roosevelt, Mr. Munsey and Mr.
Perkins have all gone to the great beyond, there 1s no one
to confirm the story except Mr. Ward, and I am not in
position to submit the matter to him.

With very best wishes, believe me,

Sincerely yours,

\



dan Jusxn, Puérto Rieo,
dune 1925«

L3
ﬁ - 108 yes A WY ¢2%, Kre Charles I« Brooker, of Connecticut, cede to
;ﬁgﬁéﬁkie ayriico, tO %pcdi the winter, as he had been doing for several
Vi@; ye i J had wn lir. Brooker since 1904 when I went on the Re-

A;iﬁ 5 publiqpn Hational Gommittee, ‘reprementingPuerto Rico. e wag already
SR . on the' Committes representing his State “and wee 2lso & member of

/the Exe~u+1ve Counittee. i
" \

S January 1924 Mr. BEenry P« Coats, Attorney ;cveral of Duer-
to Rieo,; gave a dinner ir hoior of Tr.‘Brao“er3‘. 1d I wes pr1 1egsd“
to be presente« Afteg dinrer we were invited to join lre. and H¥se. i
- Coats on the roof ol their home, snd while smoking and rem 1nisclrg,_,-
the gonvyersation lead us t0 the poTitical caup dgn of 1:12 when, ,
-$hru the splitting of the Party oy Roosevedlt’'s asction ir POTTIN 43
the Lrogressive rarty and uecs%!;vg & thirad p’**’ ccvaﬂir*e to %Rd

f@dSLdenc,, "Vfc:Ls*‘~ mus 8u easy Winnér in the ‘election of 19 12

Those who wer€ on the Republicén Netional Committee will rew:
menber that the majprity of that powerful hody was froo the gtart
.+ in favor of the revominetion of President Taft, not as & hostile
ity gpirit against Roosevelt or an; other card;dafs but S*EPW!V
3 a8 matter of Jjustice, following the well established custom Bf
P favorirg the reslection of..a President who had mede ¢ good edmi< °
WA iy ~mistretion. And Tef$ hed nede & good President.
B
Waer ?uubchit arrived in Chicago, the Yatioaal Comzfttes
: had been in sessiom for several days li°ten1ng to and ‘deciding the
: - varal contests &nd, as it aeemed Roosevelt did mot like the
Y cisions of the gommittee,?whién tended he claimed, to favor the
B cht sides He, therefore, gave oul one of his well inown broadS1des
kY i 471 whioh ne called the Comgittee g bunch of thieves."

RENC < Ers and LTse Roosevelt stopped &t the BlseXstone Hote¢, where.
i Ur. Ward was also stopping. Everyone on the Committe knew thet
: the Hons Willism L+ Ward, National Comuitteeman from the State of
New York since 1904, was Roocevelt's spokesmen on- the Committee.

5
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Here is whegpe Lr. 3fookerfstory commenceds. He told us that
he got-it direct from Werde >
The Conventigm opened at noon, Tuesday lo, and early Zlursuﬁ
“g. wOrTHing, while Wsrd Was ‘ﬁgﬁ.;.a~‘ he godea telephous .afTJLf:?
"+ Roosevelt caking Liu To eoae o his spartasnt aad Z"T- 0¥ oot Ve
tibp bim and"h¥s. Roospvell, 18- WEAtel Yo neye 9 %
- "-:4 P.&'J. q’.:-.‘.f4,\ at Zoossve lei“. q:)n-'..}. ,.’ PR .‘J..JMLQ 1l a -.‘ ¢ WT
and Lrse Roosevelrl Lo Tasir privale ddnlsg Ioom aad Lad sredcfast,
X " andl wes @eld toal Lhie aignt bDelors R00sevelt had goms over the kL

political situation With urae Roose-elt, and after mature conside-
ration, they had arrived ok the conelusion that -he would give up
the uwpnill fight Tor the nomination epd wanted Ward te be his
Spokesnam before the ”onvcntlun theag Very day, =s soon as the
meeting opened 2t noom, stating to the Convention ‘4hat he spoke in
Roosevelt's names He also told WalJ that he @:d lrs..Roosevelt were

N ’
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leavigg town on sn eerly train. When Ward tried to talk Roosevelt
out of this decision, he found ‘it was useless, &s Roosevelt said
_“he hed given ‘the natier due weight end he homestly believed to have
T 7 erriyqiet the béet solution for both the Party and himselfe.

v Altho reluctenfly, Ward wes resdy to comply with Roosevelt's

_ }; request, when & newgommer emtered the room in the person of Frank
lunseys lr. Roosvelt explained %o lunsesy the situetion sand the latter
was so enraged thet he showed his d13p1easﬂ§§ by peeing the fldor
saying that jt wes too late to do what he c#lled a trick to R's
friends Who fed stood by him snd were willimg to meke e fight after
the Convention wes overe. When Roosevelt answered that he could not
go any further after being defeated in the nomination, as he was &
poor men and did not heve the necessary funds tc meke a fight and
Tun as en independent candidste, Luusey rose to the gitvation by
stating that if the wetter was reduced 1o omne of dollars and cents,
“4ed Le, lunsey, had enough money to defray all the expenses of
the carpeigne. ihis, of course, put & stop to the negotiations
entrusted to Werd. . :

The rest is ancient history.
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. San Juan, Puerto Rico,
j June 1925,

In the year 1928, Mr. Charles F. Brooker, of Comnecticut, came to
Puerto Rico, to spend the winter, oo he had been doing for seversl
years. 1 had known Mr. Brooker since 1904 when I went on the Re-
publican Netionel Committee, reprementingPuerto Rico. He wes already
on the Committee representing his State d weg also a member of
the Executive Committee.

In Jenvery 1924, ¥r. Herry P. Coate, Attorney Generzl of Puer-
to Rieo, gave & dimrmer in honor of lr. Brooker, and I wae privileged
to be present. After dinner we were invited to joip ¥r. amd ¥re.
Coats on the roof of their home, and while smoking end reminiseing,
the conversation lead us to the political cempeign of I®IE, when,
thru the splitting of the Perty by LKoosevelt's sction irn forming
the Progressive Party and becomming & third perty cendidste to the
Presidemcy, "ilson was 8n esey winner in the election of ISIZ.

, Those who were on the Republican Hational Committee will res
member thet the mejprity of that powerful body was from the etart
in favor of the renomination of President Teft, not as a hoetile

epirit ageinst .Roosevelt or any other candidate, but elimple sae
a matter of jurtice, following the well established custom of
favoring tkhe reelection of & President who had mede & good eodmi-
nistration. And Taft haed mede a good President.

%hen Koosevelt errived in Chicago, the Nstional Committee
had been in sesgion for seversl desys lictening to snd deciding the
several conteste and,.es it seemed, Koosevelt did not like the
decisions of the Committee, which tended, he cleimed, to favor the
Taft side. He, therefore, gave out one of his well known broadeides
in whioh he c2lled the Committee "& bunch of thieves.”

Mr. and Mre. Roosevelt etopped &t the Blackstome Hotsl, where
Mr. Ward was also stopping- Everyone on the Committe knew thet
the Hon., William L. Ward, National Coumitteeman from the State of
New York since 1904, was Roosevelt's spokesmen on the Committee.

Here is where Xr. Brockeristory oommenced. He told us that
he gzot it direet from Ward.

The Convention cpened 2t moon, Tuesday 18, snéd early Thureday
morning, while ¥ard was shaving, he gor a telephone mesasage from
Roosevelt esking him to ocome to his apartment and have breaigfast
with him and Mrs. Roosevelt, 28 he wantsd to have & talk with him.

When Ward arrived at Roosevelt's spartment, he asccompanied both kr.
and Mrs. Roosevelt to their private dining room and had breakfast,
and was told thet the night before Roesevelt had gone over the
politioal situation with Mrs. Roose-elt, and after mature conside-
ration, they had arrived to the conclusion that he would give up
the upnill fight for e mominetion and wanted Ward to be his
gpokesmen before the Comvention that very day, aas soon ag the
meeting opened at noom, stating to the Convention that he spoke in
Roosevelt's neme. He alsc told Ward that he and Mre. Roosevelt ware
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leaving ti Aom aa early train. Whem #ard tried to talk Roosevelt
out of this “lecision, he found it wae useless, as Roosevelt said
he hed given the matter dme weight and he homestly believed to have
arrived at the beet solution for both the Party and himself.

Althe reluctanyly, Werd was ready to comply with Roosevelt's
request, when & newcommer entered the room im the persom of Framk
Munsey. Mr. Rooswait explained to Munsey the situation sud the lstter
was 80 emraged that he showed his displeassure by pacing the flsor
saying that it was too lste to do what he called 2 triek to R's
friends who gad stood by him and were willing to meke a fight after
the Conventiom was over. Whem Roosevelt eameswered that he eould mot
g0 amy further after being defeated in the nomination, ss he was &
poor msn end did not beve the necessary funds to make a fight and
run as en independent candidete, Mumsey rose to the eitustion by
stating thet if the matter wae reduced to ome of dollare end cents,
that he, Xunsey, had enough monel to defray all the expenses of
the carpaign. ih;-, of course, put & stop to the negotiations
entrusted to Ward. !

The rest ie ancient history.
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o e June 1925.

In the year 1923, Mre. Charles F. Brooker, of Conneoticut, came to
Puertd Rico, to spend the winter, o= he had been doing for several
years. I had known Mr. Brooker since 1904 when I went on the Re-
publican Netionel Committee, represmentingPuerto Rico. He was already
on the Committee representing his State d wee also & member of
the Executive Committees

In Jenuary 1924, Kr. Henry P. Coats, Attorney General of Puer-
to Rico, gave & dinner in homor of lir. Brooker, and I was privileged
to be present. After dinner we were invited to joinm Mr. and Mrs.
Coats on the roof of their home, and while smoking and reminiseing,
the convergation lead us to the political campeign of IPI2, whenm,
thru the splitting of the Party by Roosevelt's action in forming
the Progressive Party and becomming & third party cendidate to the
Presidency, Wilson was en easy winner in the election of I9IZ2.

Those who were on the Republican Netional Committee will rew =
member that the majprity of that powerful body was from the etart
in favor of the renomination of President Teft, not as 2 hoetile
epirit ageinet Roosevelt or any other candidate, but eimple a8
a matter of jurtice, following the well established custom of
favoring the reelection of & President who had made & good admi-
nistration. And Taft had made & good Presidente.

When Roosevelt errived in Chicago, the lational Committes
had been in session for several days listening to and deciding the
geveral contests and, ae it seemed, Roosevelt did not like the
decisione of the Committee, which tended, he claimed, to favor the
Teft side. He, therefore, gave out one of his well kmown broadsides
in which he c2lled the Committee "a bunch of thieves."

Mre. snd Mrs. Roosevelt stopped at the Blaockstome Hotel, where
Mr. Ward wes also stopping- Everyone on the Committe knew theat
the Hone. Willism L. Ward, National Committeeman from the State of
New York since I904, was Roosevelt's spokesmen on the Committee.

Here is where Kre. Brookerystory oommenced. He told us that |
he got it direct from Werde l
|

The Convention opened at moon, Tueeday 18, and early Thursday

morning, while Ward was sheving, he gor a telephone message from

Roosevelt asking him to oome to his apartment and have breaskfast

with him end Mrs. Roosevelt, s he wanted to have & talk with him. |
When Ward arrived et Roosevelt's spartment, he accompanied both kr. |
and Mrs. Roosevelt to their private dining room and had breakfast, 1
and wes t0ld that the night before Roesevelt had gone over the |
political situstion with Mrs. Roosevelt, and after mature comside- |
Sﬁtion, they had arrived to the conclusion that he would give up |
the uphill fight for the nomination end wanted Werd to be his |
spokesmen before the Comvemtion thet very dey, as soon as the |
meeting Opened &t noon, stating to the Convention that he spoke in |
Roosevelt's neme. He also told Ward that he and Mrs. Roosevelt were |
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leaving town om an eerly trein. Whem Ward tried to talk Roosevelt
out of this decision, he found it wae useless, as Roosevelt said

he had given the matter due weight and he honestly believed to have
arrived at the beest solution for both the Party amnd himself.

Altho reluctamnyly, Werd wes resdy to comply with Roosevelt's
request, when 2 newcommer entered the room in the person of Framk
Munseye. Mr. Roosedit explained to Munsey the gituation and the latter
wes 80 enraged thet he showed his displessure by pacing the floor
saying that it was too late to do what he called a trick to R's
friends who gad stood by him and were willing to make & fight after !
the Comventiom wss over. Whem Roosevelt answered that he could not |
go any further after being defested in the nomination, as he wes &
poor man end did not have the mecessary funds to make & fight and
run as en independent candidete, Mumsey rose %o the situation by
stating thet if the matter was reduced %o ome of dollars and cents,
that he, Munsey, had emough money to defray all the expenses of
the cavpaigme ihis, of course, put & stop to the negotiatioms
entrusted to Ward.

The rest is amcient history.



Sen Juan, Puerto Rico,
(o October 1925.

In the Winter of 1925 kr. Cherles F. Brooker, of Connecticut,
came tp Puerto Rico, fleeing from the cold weather north, as he had
been doing for meny Winters. I hed known lir. Brooker since IY%04 when
I went on the National Committee representing Puerto Rico. He waa.
already on the Committee representing Connecticut and wes & member
also of the ixecutive Committee.

in Jenuary 1924 Mr. Coets, Attorney General of Puerto Rico,
gave a dinner in honor of lir. Brooker and I was priveledged to be
present. After dimner we accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Coats on the roof
of their home and while smoking and reminiscing, the conversetion
lead us to the cempaign of 1912, when, thru the splitting of the
Party by Roosevelt's action in forming the Progressive Party and
becomming a third party candfidate to the °residency which, naturally,
gave Wilson a majority in the election.

Those who were on the National Committee will remember that the
ma jority of that powerful body was from the start in favor of the
renomination of President Taft, not as & hostile spirit agaist
Roosevelt or any other camdidate, but following the well established
custom of favoring the réieotion of a President who had mﬁde a good
administrtion.

Everyone knew that the Hon. Will L. Ward, Committeemen from
New York since 1904, wae Roosevelt's spokesman on the Committee.
¥hen Roosevelt arrived in Chicago, the National Committee
had been in session for some days threshing out the several conteste
and, as it seemed, Roosevelt did noy like the decitions of the Com-
mittee, which tended, he claimed, to favor the Taft side? He, there-

fore, gave out one of his well ktnown brosdsides in which he called
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aglr-- Roosevelt stopped at the Blackstone Hotel, whewe
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"a bunch of thieves.”
Ward was also stopping.

Here is where lMir. Brooker's story commenced. He told us that he
got it direct from Ward.

The Convention opened at noom, Tuesday 18, and early Thursday
morning, while he was shaving, he got & telephone message from Roose-
velt asking him to come to his apartment and have breakfast with him,
as he wented to have & talk with him. When Werd arrived at Roosevelt's
apartment, he accompanied both Mr. and l'rs. Roosevelt to their private
dining room and was told that the night before Roosevelt had gone
over the political situation with Krs. Roosevelt and after mature
consideration he had reached the conclusion that he would give up
the uphill fight for the nomination and wanted Ward to be his spoke €=
mén before tha Convention that very day, as soon as the meeting opened
at noon, making the statement in his neme, as he and Mrs. Koosevelt
were leaving town on an early train. When Ward tried to talk him
out of this decision, he said it was useless, that he had given tha
matter due weight and he honestly believed to have arrived at the
best solutione

Altho reluctantly, Ward was ready to comply with Roosevelt's
requsst, when & nswecommer entered the room in the person of Frank
Munsey who, as soon as he was explained the situation, wes enraged and
showed his displeasure by pacing the floor saying that it was too late
to do what he called a trick to Roosevelt's frienmds, who had stood

by him. When Roosevelt answered that he could not go any further mfiex
after being defeited in the nomination @&s he was a poor man and did me
not have the necessary funds to run an indepeﬁdent campaign, Munsey

rose to the situation by saying that if it was & matter of dollars
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mdllcents, lunsoy, had enough money to defray all the expenses
o ¢om b which, of course, pur & stop to $he negatiation
entrusted to Ward.

The rest is ancient history.

The writer have not been able to verify this story which seems
very important from a historical standpoint. There are only two
persons alive who could verify the story, as they were witnesses

to the conversation: Mrse. Roosevelt end lir. Ward.




