. 470 BICAH DELEGATION
$0 THE
UNITED STATES..

T0 THE HOFORABLE THE PREUIDENT, AND T0 THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES IF CONGREUS ASSEMBLED.

Sire:

The legislatore of Porto Rico have unanimously ap-
proved a Resolution, the full text of which is hereto appended
as part of this memorial,

By the said Resolution our people through us, their
representatives, propose some fundamental changes in the Organic
Aet which now ie‘ml a8 the gonstitution of Forto Rico, and ask
also from the authorities of the Republic an asuthoritative declara-
tion with regard to what is to be the definite status of Porto 3
Rieo when it shall be no longer a mere possession of the United
Statea, and when it IBht%ll stq.rt upon the full enjoyaent of a life
inconsonance with the highest ideals of democraey and justice; a
consummation that is expected by both the American and the Porto
Riean ;icopha.

-

It is not unreasonable that Porto Ricans as a
people should be interested in knowing what their future is to be.
A feeling of restlessnoss ss to the future is natural, and to be

oxpected of all intelligent and reasonable peoples. They are not

gatiafied with mere hopes nor expectations. They wish to know,
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they desire to be certain, and this is especially true when the
future of a whole people depends, as ours does, not on what they
may do, but on the will and policies of others. It is our great
fortune, however, that in our case we are dealing with the people
of the United States of America, a people that does not deem
itself infallible, and that, becsuse of its fraternal and demo-

eratic convietions is ever open to convietion.

Twenty-five years ago the diplomats representing
the Spanish Xingdom at the peace negotiations leading to the
Treaty of Paris inguired of the American Representatives what the
political status of the Porto Rican people would be. The American
diplomats rightly replied that the future of our people could be
trusted to the hands of a nation whose Congress never enacted a
gingle law that was detrimental to human liberty or to human dignity.

And now the signers of this dooument, representing
the people of Porto Rico, the peopls whose future lies in your
hands, the people who can legitimately eall their island their
own -- for in it our ancestors have lived amd died for many genera-
tions: 4n it our children were born; im it our families have suo-
ceeded each othor uninterruptedly for centuries, -- ask considera-

tion of and sction on their claims,

Qurs is & well-ordercd, peaceful ahd Christian com-
munity, with free institutions guarding human rights and meeting
and endeavoring to solve the same problems that are yours., It is
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our belief and olaim that our progress during the years in which
we have been establishing a free and progressive Commonwealth
justifies us in ssking for sush consideration in the granting of
gomplete self-government as we believe we merit and deserve. It

is our belief that we are Justified in olaiming that the time has
oomé when we, American citisene that we are, may with entire safety

assume full responsibility in the management of our own affairs.
The work we have socomplished and with which you are familiar sheuld
be to you a guarantee that the work we will sccomplish in the
fature for the welfare of our people, such as sanitation, road-
building, the elevation of labor, the lessening of the burdens of
poverty, the wiping out of illiteracy, shall be such as to bring
continued eredit to ourselves and honor to the other Commonwealths
of the Union.

Yor the favorable consideration of our claims we count
upon the noble spirit of justice which animates you,to whom such
appeals never have been made in vain,

We are bound to you by strong and indestruetible tiles,

' ghief among whioh is the tie of gratitude. And convinced, as we

are, that the 1ife of your Republic is our life, our destinies

being so intimately bound together, we solemnly declare before the

Forld that when, if ever, the security of your institution of

freedom, justice and democracy and the honor of the United States

may be threatemed, the one million and & gquarter of Porto Ricans

whom we represent, will be ready to pledge their lives, their ‘



fortunes and their sacred honor, as they did in the past, for the
proteotion and defense of the Repubdlie.

With full faith in the Justicd of our cause, we make
this appeal and trust our future to your hands,

Signed this, the thirteenth, day of January, in the
year nineteen hundred and twenty-four.

(Sgd.) Miguel Cuerra,
Speaker, House of Representa-
tives.,
(Sgd.) A1f. Lastrs Oharries,
- Barique Bird, Jr.,
- Enrique Gonszaleg ifena,

" Rafael Alonso,
Members of the House.

(Sgd.) Antonio R. Bargelo,
President, Senate of Porto 2159.
(8gd.) Refael Cuevas Zegqueira,

- 0. Jordan, M. D., ;

- Jose Tous Soto,

- Bantiago Iglesias,
denators,




